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1. F'I;'HIOPIA REGAINS ITS POLITICAL UNITY

Ethmpla is the only African country which can claim to
have palways been independent. Its three-thousand year old
cwﬂmatmn has heen able to resist Moslem pressures as weH as

the cupldlty of the. colonial powers.

'In fact, the Italian oceupation is considered only a suspen-
sion: apd not the termination of an independent government,
since:that government continued its functions in exﬂf ‘be it only
in a hnuted way, in the person of its Sovereign.

'Those who are acquainted with the history of Ethiopia,
however, are well aware that periods of regionalism have alter-
nated with. periods where the central government has been
dominant. In reality, at most times in Ethiopia, there has existed
a kind of feudalism marked by somewhat different characteristics

fromi those of European medieval feudalism.

‘While western feudalism emerged principally as a com-
sequence of the weakening of the central authority which caused
an increase of power in the various feudatories, in Ethiopia
feudalism ;was rather the «limited conservation of pre-existing
autonomies; underneath an affirmed central power»s, (1)

To explain the causes of this characteristic fundamental

i

(1) E. CERULLI, «Punti: di vista suila storia dell’Etiopias, in Afti
" del convegno internazionale di Studi Etiopici, Roma, Accade-
mia Nazionale dei Lincei, 1960, p. 8.
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system, which has persisted through the centuries until the
recent and substantial changes which have taken place in modern
Ethiopia, it is necessary to consider the way in which the Semitic

immigrations took place.

Ethiopia is close to the Arabian peninsula, and the Ethio-
pian port of Adulis, half way down the Red Sea, was an obliga-
tory landing place for merchants travelling from the Mediter-
ranean and Egypt towards India. Hence, many centuries before®
Churist, large numbers of Sabeans, seeking new markets for their

products, emigrated to Ethiopia.

Further, it is to be noted that these immigrations did not
all take place at the same time and that many different tribes

were involved. In view of these factors, it does not sée_:n_l difficult

to explain the rise of traditional Ethiopian feudalism, aggravated -

also by the difficulties in communication between the different '

parts of the highlands.

As has already been mentioned above, Ethiopian regionalism
alternated through the centuries with periods of dominance on
the part of the central government. The nineteenth century was
greatly characterized by these internal .struggles in which the
various «Rasses» (chiefs) of the regions fought for supremacy
of power. In these struggles the nothern provincés outweighed
those of the South, without, however, succeeding in conquering

them.

In the meantime emperors were elected and deposed in

Gondar, following the whims of the palace mayors or the am-

bition of a prince (ras) who succeeded in asserting himself .
over the other candidates to the throne. Such a state of things, -

however, was not destined to last long and very soon the unity.

of the Empire was reconstituted, thanks to the tenacity of an ex:
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ceptional man.

This man, Kassa Hailu, was of humble origin. He fulfilled a
prophecy which foretold that Emperor Theodore II would unify
Ethiopia, thus marking the beginning of a new epoch.

With the weakening of Gondar and the estrangement from
Europe after the expulsion of the Jesuits from Ethiopia in the
seventeenth century, Ethiopia passed through a eritical period
with regard fo its national unity, which had already been render-
‘ed tenuous owing to the variety of peoples, languages and

‘reiigions.

At times, when nations are disintegrating, the appeal to tra-
ditions and prophecies — often not free from superstition — is a
powerful means of awakening those forces which are necessary

for the attainment of national unity,

‘ Kassa Hailu was born in Cherguie, Quara, in 1820, and was
later put by his mother in a monastery near Lake Tana, which
he was to have left with the title of «debtera» (a learned and
wise man},

When he reached the age of 24, however, the convent was
sacked by Dedjazmatch Maru and Kassa, who was a soldier
%ather than a priest, took advantage of the situation and escaped,
taking refuge with his uncle, Ato Rufael, chief of Quara. (2)
Thus started his political career which led him to the throne of
Ethiopia in a short time.

In ‘contrast to the oligarchy which dominated Ethiopia at
that time, Kassa presented himself as the defender of the ter
ritorial integrity of the country and he succeeded in gaining for

{2) 1.B. COULBEAUX, «Histoire Politique et Religieuse d'Abys-
~sinie», Tome I, Paris, 1929, pages 407 and following,
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eIy soon the favour of the population. Having defented
al orces of Empress Menen of Gondar, he dedicated
!tmgthe ambitions of the «rasses» who held the
ntry firmly in their own grip.

After a century of dismemberment, Ethiopia was unified by
Theodore 11, the name which he assumed during. the éeremony
of consecration - Tth February, 1855 - as «Negusse Neguest», to
draw profit from the prophecy mentioned ahove. However, before
he attained this aim, he decided to unify the religious faith and,
in agreement with Abuna Salama who, at that time was the
Egyptian head of the Ethiopian chureh, he issuzed a deeree in
which he declared that all Abyssinians, under penalty of death,
had to accept the principle of the sect called «Woldkeb» and
obliged all the Moslems, the Jews and the pagans of the Empire,
under penalty of death, to embrace the Christian faith. No lone

dared revolt or refuse: thus religious unity was achieved. (3)

From then on Kassa did everything in his power i0 complete
the conquest of Ethiopia. Having become Emperor Theodore, he
revealed his great ability as a ruler by trying to impose order and

discipline in all aspects of life of his country.

However, as with all things human, his glory starteii to
decline shortly afterwards, following the excesses 1o which he
abandoned himself in his private tife 2s well as in his fuznctione

8 emperor.

His defeat at Magdala on 13th April, 1868, following the
expedition of Lord Napier and the battle which Theodore had
himself provokeci by having all British subjects then in Ethiopia,
and the British Consul himself, imprisened, is well knuéwri. As

(35 "COIRRADO ZOLI, «Cronache etiopicher, Roma, i1930, = 144,

i
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‘Corrado Zoli reports {4) «he shot out his brains and buried him-
iself under the smoking ruins of Magdala.» He died at the age
~ ‘of 48, after having ruled for thirteen years.

In spite of the negative aspects of his character, especially
in the Jast years in which he committed acts of cruelty and had
fits' of passion, Theodore was a glorious ruler for Ethiopia. His

| oqutstanding personality has given rise to a series of legends,

one of which sayk: «In the fortress of Magdala one hears a lot

of weeping. It is not known how many women died. It is known
that only one man died.» (5)

_ Recently, in Ethiopian circles, his personality has been re-
" examined. About two decades ago a historical drama entitled
«Tewodros» was published. The author, Dedjazmatch Ghirma-
1chew Tekle Hawariat, expresses in the introduction to the hook
the motives for which he decided to write it and he says that His
E%’Emperiai Majesty Haile Sellassic has encouraged the authors to
%Writi: such books which would show the human character of
[ Theodore in a better light. The author hopes that his drama will
help every Ethidpian to increase his love Tor his country and to

appreciate the importance and value of its unity.

H

2. THE PRINCIPAL PROBLEMS WHICH UNITED
ETHIOPIA HAS TO FACE.

. At the death of Theodore II, Ethiopia suffered greatly from
the struggles between the rasses who aspired to the Imperial

(4 CORRADO ZOLI, «Cronache etiopiche», Roma, 1936, p. 154.
(5) J.B. COULBEAUX, «Histoire Politique - et Religieuse d'Abys-
sinie;» Tome IT, Paris, 1929, p. 456, . .
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rone. Ameng these, the most 1mportant was Menehk ng

£ Shoa. He had decided to withdraw for the time belrirr to the

Southern part of the country until times would become more
:favourable. Then, there was Dedjazmatch Kassa Merntcha, chief
of the Tigrax and Ister Yohannes IV. Finally, there was Wagshum
Gohezie ’who soon won over the Ras of Gondar, Tassew Gobezie.

ich he was called Negus Tekleguiorguis, Kassa Merritcha suc-

ceded in defeating him near Adua and, without waiting to take

'coli;pieté possession of the whole country, he was consecrated

egusse Neguest at Axum with the name Yohannes IV on the
3:]1 af January, 1879, at the hands of Abuna Athdnassios.

‘This emperor, had to face various and multipld problems
aring his reign (1872-1889). However, before relating how he
was able to solve them, it seems ﬂpprﬂpli'iate to present a picture
‘the miost important and charactensnc traits of his persdhality.
lo "Zoli deseribes him as follows: (6) «His mapners were
simple and austere. Friend of civilization and progress, he

08 ‘putting an end te that policy of diffidence and of hatred
hich, two centuries before, had been inaugurated hy Emperor
asll. -+ The Abyssinian nationalists have, naturally, reproach-
&d him for not belonging to the Selomenic Dynasty and have
considered him as a usurper; but his true fault was his exag-
“perated mysticismt which, in the last years of his reign and of
hfe, degenerated into religious fanauem »

_ This portralt of Negus Yohannes ren;
t in the religious questions of Ethiopi

5} CORRADO ZOLI, Cronache etiopich

After Wagshum Gobezie had rulell for three years, during

ecidedly opened again the gates of Ethiopia to the Europeans, .

cbvious }us mmllve j
I
oreover, in thie 1ast )
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" years of his life it seems he would have become a monk, had the
clergy not asked him to abandon such a wish, On the death of

i h;s wife, Yohannes made a vow not to marry agsin and from tha!

time on he lived like a monk.

Among the first problems which united Ethiopia had to face

'E'during the reign of Yohannes IV, were those created by the in-

-vasion of the country by Egyptian treops. It is well known that
'EEgypt has been, for many centuries, fearful of a possibﬂe diversion
of the Nile waters by the Ethiopians: In the event of this taking
piace, the very existence of the Egyptian people would be en-
dangered. It is, therefore, a natural consequence that Egypt,
which had already pushed its frontiers towards the sources of
the White Nile and along the Red Sea, was now trying to take
possession of Ethiopia so as to dominate the sources of the Blue
Nile also. ‘ :

Furthermore, Munzinger, {7) a Swiss citizen married to a
Tigrean woman, was in favour of this project, exerting his in-
fluence on the Khedive Ismail of Egypt and well aware of the
internal struggles which Yohannes {md to face. Werbér Mun.
zinger, a strange combination of scientist, travellerh and ad-
venturer, gives an account of his travels in his in.teresting book,
«Ostafrikanische Studien», published in 1864. Since the age of
20 he had established himself in Alexandria, Egypt, dreammg of

becommg the founder of a great African empire,

As Luca dei Sabelli writes, «The whole activity fof Mun.

nger was addressed from then on to preparing the war against

hmpm The facility with which he sBW, under his very eyes,
the success of the British expedition,:led him to under estimate

LUCA DET SABELLI, «Storia . di
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P
the gf"avity of the enterprise. He thought that the situatian‘%we!_ﬂq
' juslify and facilitate rule over that country by a civilized power.
Thus, Munzinger became the forerunner of an imperial puhcy
in Ethmpm.n 8

[n spue of these brilliant plans, Yohannes IV succeeded in
rst*three victories over the Egyptians, in crush.mg thosti
designs He was then able to pass 1o the offensive, but even
though at that time he was emperor in name, Yohannes was not
50 in fact, since Menehk was waiting for the first opportunity| to
taka his piace on the ﬂmmne of Ethiopia, Thus, Yohannes was';liot

iJIe to cxplmt the vu{tones he had achieved.

Some years 1ater, Emperor Yohannes was able to sub_]ugata
Menelik, granting I'um the title of Negus. The unification of the
country was compiete. :

|

Apai from his icnvmes in the religious field, which ‘w
be exphclﬂy descnbed when the religious problem is chscussed
later in tius book, Yohannes distinguished himself also in ‘the
open attitude he assumed with regard to Europe. &

On the occasion of the visit of French Consul Serzec to
Massawn, Yohannes gtoId him: «My empire needs to:be re.
orgémized; frequentfy my people cannot distinguish their
friends frpm their epemies, the words of whom are decﬂitful

I am workmg at present to unify my country; 1 need’ peace
wlthm and iwithout, They should help me instead of hmdermg
me, and' when I have/secured tranquillity in my provinees, then

T shall address myself to France and I shall ask her to send me
cultumd men who sHall come to spread their c1v111zatmn in our
mldst » (3) |

® EJ.B. COULBEAUX, pages 47273

AN
P

3

i

1

i

i fighting again!

!
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; Unluckily, Yohannes did not live to see these days. In the
I
‘gmeautlme he turned his attention to Italy which was starting to

\ make itself heard of in Ethiopia.

It was Fatl!mr Giuseppe Sapeto, a Lazarist, who opened the
road to Italy in Ethiopia, through purchasing the Port of Assab
on 15th November, 1869, on behalf of the Rubattino Navigation
Company. After various missions to Ethiopia, in agreement with
England, Italy céccupied Massawa. In 1885 a treaty was signed
between the Negus and Italy by which Italy acquired liberly of
commerce, without submitting to the payment of entry and exit
fees in the paxt of Massawa. Soon the Egyptians withdrew and
Ifaly enlargeé‘i;its possessions in Abyssinia, after the troops of
Yohannes retxred in the face of the Italian troops.

In 1889 Emperor Yohannes IV lost his life at Metemma, in
st the Mahdists who had invaded Ethiopia. On the

3 death of Yohannes, Ethjopia had again te face the problem of

the succession. Again there was the danger that the country
would fall inte the hands of an oligarchy. Therefore, the need
was felt for a man capable of completely dominating those rebel
lords who, at times, disturbed the peace of the country. This
man proved to be Menelik II, King of Shoa. He had known how
to wait patientlf ‘and he had the support of the whole pepulation.
The people who had just lost a king felt that they had found in

h;xm a master and father.

b
t The only other claimant to the Imperial Throne now was

Ras Menguesha, second son of Yohannes and lord over almost
* the whole of the 'Tigrai.

. Theodo:rei and Yohannes had inaugurated a united Ethio-
pia after many years of discord, it was Menelik II, of the
Solomoniec Dynasty, whe sealed this unity. He succeeded in re-

H

i o
| ;
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i

moving from the families of the rasses, the government of the
provinces which had been passed on from father to’son and was
always a danger to the power of the central government. Instead,
he himself nominated the governors of the provinces.

It was Menelik who teok his country out of that state of
isolation from the western powers, which had persiséte'd_since the
expulsion of the Jesuits in the seventeenth century, thus complet-
ing the initiative of Yohannes IV.

i
To determine with exactitude the relations befween Ethio-
pia and Italy, on the 2nd of May, 1889, Menelik I__and Count -
Antonelli signed the Treaty of Uccialli whlch was denounced hy_.;

pared in importance to the battle of Thermopylae 1ﬁ 480 B.C. by
which ancient Greece arrested the Persian invasion of Europe

Menelik’s diplomatic relations extended also to’ other Eurc—

pean powers, especially to France and Britain.

During his reign Ethiopia had to face the import?aht problem
of preparing the new generation for the task which' was to be
assigned to it in the new Ethiopia. Consequently, the necessity

for new schools, suited to the exigencies af the new times, arose.

Before the time of Menelik, education was exclusively in .

the hands of the priests. A certain class of church-men was known

as wdebtera», ecclesiastical chanters who knew Ge’e'z:,':liturgical

language of the church, essential for reading and interiireting the

sacred books. Alberto Pollera says in his book (9) <t’1'§he debtera

(9) ALBERTO POILLERA, «L'Abissinia di ieri», osservézxom e ri-
cordi, Rema 1940, p. 143.

|

‘The New Ethiopia and its Religlous Problems

are undoubtedly the most cultured element, but their knowledge

E1s ltmxted to the Bible, the Gospel, the Psalms of Davld and ths

|

'hturgxcai chanting., since no one ever cared for word]y know-

ledge. !';fhey too live off the revenues of the lands: assigned to
them in benefice but, in contrast to the priests, they benefit a
fot, together with the head of each church, a layman, from the
redistribution of all the revenues of the church; ordinary and ex-
traordmary, including the «rights of stole»; while the priests
whao reaHy should get it, remain excluded.»

Thls education system reached only a small part of the
pa:ag & Iallon Hence the necessny for maugm‘anng a new system.

nient 111 the administration of new Lt}}xopla

The first modern school was maugurated by Menehk himself
in Addxs Ababa, in 1908. Progress towards the modermzauon of
Lth;opla had now started.

On the death of Menelik II, Negus Tafan ankonnen who
ruled over Ethiopia as Regent with Empress Zewditu, b:came

‘the prmcapa}, figure behind the birth of modern Ethiopia. His

interest in the welfare of his country caused him. to take to heart

jalk thé _problems facing Ethiopia in the educanonai social and

mternatlonal fields. Resuming the enterprtse ‘of Menelik in
educahon, his first initiative was to fdund in 19‘79 the important
«Tafan Makonnen» School, followed by numeic‘us other schools
in‘all the provinces and, later, two unlvermtles Recently‘, a third

Umversny was founded by His Maj _]ES{Y’ the Emyeror in Gondar.

But perhaps one of the most xmpprtant achlevemems of the




man who, now is Emperor Haile Sellassie I of Ethiopia, h.ﬂs been
. the effort addressed to the happy solution of the chff;cuit re-
ligious' problem :hxch had been faced for several centuries by
various kings and jemmperors. This problem had reached. i {3 eul-
minating peint 1;:1 ‘the first decades of this century for Etl liopia,
having by now become conscious of its identity, was. asplnng to

the settmg up of a nat!onal church.

H

3. THE H}SLIGiOUS PROBLEM.

g The Ethmpmns like to consider as their first: apostle the
deacon’ Philip who, around 70 A.D. baptised a noble Ethmp an,

eunuch of Queen Candace who, being a Jew, had gone to Jertisa-
lem on pilgrimage. It is universally known, huwever, that the
real evangehst of Et_hmpla is Saint Frumentius, as is: alsa men-
tioned m ‘the «H:siona Eeclesiastica» of Father Tiranmo Rufmo
known wnh the name of Rufino d’Aquileia. The Iatter lived in
the last part of thé IVth century and there is no doubt that he
had contacts thh Aedesms, brother of Saint Frumennus, iwhen

Aedes:us {.vas already an old man. (10)

frequently to travel in the Red Ses, Meropeos liked td
him, durmg his travels, Frumentius and Aedesius, ﬁhen they
were young boys, o enable them to enrich their cultu;-c. During
one of these voyages the ship was obliged to land in the neigh-
bo_urhood of Adulis and the whole of the ship’s crex&;zwas mas-

(m) A.H.M. JONES & ELIZABETH MONROE, «A. Hmory of
Etinop;a» Oxford, University Press, 1960, p. 27. i
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sacred by the coastal population. The two youngsters eseaped the
massacre but were captured and brought to the Imperial Court
in Axum w}xere, very soon, they won the trust and sympathy of
all the nchzhty They used this opportunity to spread, together
with their czv;hzatwn, their Christian belief. :

King Abraha and King Atzbcha were not mdxffe:ent to
these new ideas and were well disposed, together with their court,
towards the new religious doctrine. Frumentius then succeeded
in convinecing them to ask the Holy See of Saint Mark, i.e. the

. Patriarchate of Alexandria in Egypt — which was the nearest
Christian centre — to nominate a Bishop for the new Church of
Ethiopia. :

Frumentius himself was sent as an ambassador to Alexandria
to present this request. Saint Athanassius, thea Patriarch of
Alexandria, jﬁdged him to be the most suitable person to fulfil
such a task /at that time for, apart from having a profound
Christian fai;t_h, he had a vast knowledge of the traditions, of the
éustoms and also of the language of Ethiopia. It is generally

: ?ccepted thai he returned to Ethiopia in 327 A.D. (11).

_ Frument us, with his wise and illuminated preaching and
the strong sup ort of King Abraha and King Atzbeha; caused the
court of Axum and, gradually greater areas of Ethiopia, to
abandon polytheism and to recognise Christianity as the official

religion.

As trustworthy documents of the evangelization of Ethiopia,
are some exprﬁsions in inscriptions of the fourth century which

were found at Axum, in which the Axumite King Ezana professes

in SYLVIA _PANKHURST, «Ethiopia, A Cultural History»,
London 1}?39, p. 36.
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to adore the God of the sky.

Since the second century, the Church of Aléxandria had

been the centre of religious disputes which soon put it into dls- |
agreement with the Church of Constantineple. For reasons whlch :
were not only religious, but also pelitical, the Aiexandrxans dls- :

agreed with Byzantium thus giving birth to the Monophysute

doctrine.

When in 451 the Council of Chalcedon eond-eiﬁﬁ'ed Mono-
physitism, many Alexandrians refused to submit. They even
reached the point of organizing a dissident hierarchy"qand-formed
the Coptic Monophysite Church. It seems very possible that they

professed the so-called «apparent» Monophysitism, i.e. that Mono-
physite doctrine which, while it would not accept the Council °

of Chalcedon, refused the opinions of the true Monophysites,
followers of Eutyches, who affirmed that the human nature of

the incarnate Word was different from that of other men

Later, in the V and VI centuries the famous «Nipe Saints»
came to Ethiopia. They were of Syrian origin and had probably
left the Byzantine Empire to escape the persecutions which were
taking place there against the followers of the new doctrine.

The «Nine Saints» contributed largely to the extension of
the work of evangelization initiated by Frumentius, by diffusing
their faith, founding monasteries and providing the First transla.
tion of the Bible into the Ge’ez language. :

The primitive Ge’ez literature which started in.that period,
was exclusively ecclesiastical in character. In addition to the
books which were indispensable for the diffusion of Christianity

in Ethiopia, other books like the famous «Querillos» were trans- .

lated into Ge'ez. This book became fundamental fcrr"’Ethmplan .

theology.
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:Gver the course of the centurles, the relatmns hetween the
two cﬁlurches of Ethiopia and of Alexandria, took shape following
‘ rles of habits and customs which were tacztly accepted

- :1 the middle of the ninth cen{urv, the Egyptmn Abuna
was charged by the Patriarch to undertake a complete reform
which would make the uses and traditions of the Ethmpian

church identical to those of the Egypnan church

of Ethlopm, had to ask the Patnarnh of Aiexandna for the

nammatlon of a new Egyptian archbishop, comyensatmg it with

genemua donations and gifts.

/At that time the Patriarchate af Alexandria attached 50
much lmpﬂrtance to the dependence of the Ethiopian church on
that it provided an expressly prepared apoeryphal mention of
3 in the Acts of the Council of Nlcea (325 AD.), _wh:ch had
taken place when the evangelization of Ethiopia had not yet

begun

However, over the centuries, it was meVItabie that the bonds
hetween the Church of Alexandria and that of Ethlopla were
not always very close. (12} The relations were submitted to
modifications at various times. Thus,:towards the end of the
; tenth century, as a result of disagreements which ardse between
‘the Patriarchate in Alexandria and the Chureh in Eth;opla, the
Patnarch refused to send a new Abuna to Ethiopia, after the ill-
treatment given to the Egyptian Abuna Petros. This refusal was

_ HM JONES & ELIZABETH MONROE, «A History of
Ethiopia», Oxford, 1965, p. 47.




mamta.med by ins four suecessors. Only towards

entury did a resumptxon of the relations between t
of Aiexandna and that of Ethiopia take place.

: : Wuh the admmistrauve equilibrium which had }:
: ed in :he great, new Islamic empire, it became possi
resume close relations between the Patriarch of Alex

" the Ethmp:an Church, which was then in a f!our:shin :phase

(=]

of expansmn under the Zague Dynasty. At that time the problem

:request for the nomination of ten hishops who w"uld assist

‘in the apos!ohc work of Abba Mikael, Egyptian Arcfn‘
Ethlopxa It was’ his secret aspiration that in this wa
;death of the Abuna, the Ethiopians could consequenti
one of themselves a3 the new sbuna.

: A}mna Gabnel 70th Patriarch of Alexandria, e
this request to be justified. However, some Egyptians who were

reﬂdmg at the Ethiopian imperial court came to know about the
:negotlatmus under way. They soon reported this to the SuHan
in Egypt ind the latter interfered in the matter and preventecl
'the nommatmn of the Ethiopian bishops. P

In this matter, political aspects overshadewed the z;ehgmm:-
ones. The Moslems, who were then ruling Egypt, were thus in-
'terested in maxntammg the Church of Ethiopia under suhgectmn
to that of Egypt. Among other considerations not least wag:that,

on. the nomination of the abuna for Ethiopia by the Patriarchate
of AIexandna, the Sultan also had a right to part;cular trﬂiutes

the
refusal of their request to the Patriarch of Alexandria, The latter.

~ The Ethmpmm manifested their dlsappomtment ove!

. The New Ethiopla and its Religlous Problems

repro&ching such an attitude, ordered the registration in the
Et}nogxan Cimrch Registers, on the date of Miazia 10th, 1177,
(E C.), that «God had punished the people of the land of Ethio-
px_; with drat_:gl?t and other catastrophies because of their indi-
scipline.» o ! :

«To spare| his people all these calamities, the Emperor
burably asked the Patriarch for forgiveness. The Patriarch,
touched by this demonstration of filial obedience, sent God's bles-
sings to the peopie of Ethiopia, and it is said that ali became

normai consequently » {13)

Another permd of difficulties between the two Churehes
occurred duting the Crusades. It thus happened that during the

'reign of Yekunl: Amlak (1270-1285), there was no archhishop

"because, after lhe death of Abuna Mattewos, it was not possible

to send another archblshop from Egypt.

In the meantime a flourishing monastic tradition developed
in Ethlopm.- It :;hoasted two important and flourishing religions
orders: Debre Libanos and Haike Istifanos. From the Monastery
of Debre Libanod in Shoa Province, on that cecasion, emerged
the great Saint: Teklehaimanot who, already =bbot of the con-
vent, became the first Ethiopian to head the Church of Ethiopia,
as there was no Abuna at that time. When, later, the Patriarch
of Alexandria was able to send Abuna Yohaunpes to Ethiopia,
as - 69th arehhlshop, Teklehaimanot withdrew with utmost
husnility and ‘the relations between the two churches were re-

sumed in the traditional way.

13) CHURCH. REGISTER (SENKESAR) of the Cathedral of
«Debre Zxon Queddest Mariam» — Asmara.
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In the first half of the fifteenth century, at the txme of the
Council of Florence, the Pope did everything posmhle to come .

into contact with the Ethiopians through the commumt)f of the.
Ethiopian monks in Jerusalem. Communication with the Neguss;i
through Egypt was impossible at that time. The fact is that the
representatives of the Ethiopian king, expected in Rome, as it|

3

appears from the Papal Bull of 24th February, 1443, which an- |
nounced the transfer of the Council from Florence to Rome, .
never reached Reome, but arrived in Jerusalem. On the other ¢
hand, for well kpnown reasons, the union between the tweo
Churches, the Eastern Orthodox and the Western, concluded':;'
at the Council of Florence, did not last for more than fifteen !,

years, until the time that the Turks came into possessmn of Con- -

stantinople.

A more important break in the relations between the two
Churches is to be found between the sixteenth and the seven-

teenth centuries. In this period, the kings of Ethiopia. who were_-_ii'
harrassed by the danger of being overrun by the expansmn af the
Islam, sought contacts with the powerful Christian kmgdoms-i_g.
of Europe and, in tlns way, some of them ended up by separatmg' i
from the Church of their fathers, followed very unw:lhngly by i

their sub}ects

The Portuguese were the first to establish direct _contacts g
between Europe and the mysterious Christian kmgdom of the -

legendary Prester John, Thus they assumed great merit in Ethio-
pia for their action in helping to save the Christian'g rule from
the, Moslem assault, culminating at the time of A;hmed Ibn
Tbrahim Al-Ghazi, called «Gragnn, the lefthanded m the Am-
haric Ianguage :

The mission of Father Paez, the Portuguese Jesuit, who

came. to Ethiopia in the very first years of the seventeenth
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century; was very important with regard to the | Church of
Ethlopla With much tact, patience and intelligence he succeeded
in, Imposmg his personality so as to gain the trust of the court
anﬁ to convert first the Emperor Za Denguel, and then Emperor
sinios to Catholicism. However, Father Paez dxed m 1622

n of his new faith, exposing the truth about the Chalce-

donian! doctrine and denouncing the v1ces and the corruptlon

- The successor of Father Paez was the Portuguese Jesuit,
%&1fen “Mendez. He was a man of a qune different Personahty
ile .eompletely lacked the tact and eaunousnes-a of his pre-
éeeessor, thus compromising the whoie work which had already
been achleved he alienated the populetlon with acts of intoler-
ance and absurd impositions, dictated by narrow vxews

:5:' i ,‘Ixs behaviour provoked an inevitable exp]osxon of dis-
in the heart of the population which was stifl faithfully
ng' to its traditional beliefs and led to the election of Em-
pejer Fasilides and, finally, in 1632-33, to the expulsmn of the

Je'uits from Ethiopia.

“Thus, the greatest and most 1mportaut break in L religious

lzfe _.of Ethmpmn Chrlstxamty ended It had scombed

threaten
f: the two
convers;ion

After the expulsion of the Jesuits, Ethlopm passed thmugh a

perlod of almost three eenturies of reIatlve 1solatmn untﬂ. its first,

.Bunng this peried the life of the C}mrch deveioped prinei-

pally in subtle discussions on the questzons whmh arose from the




- Councd of Chalced_ n. Addressed to the solution of thos
_ hlems the Eth:oplans left aside their aspirations to unprove the
reianons with the Aiexandna Patriarchate, '

1889) to find on¢ who faces again the difficult task of solvmg :

the problem of the Imks between the two Churches.

The Ethmpmns, becoming conscious of their nationa umty.

became aware that.an independent State could not ac.cept 8

Church dependent albeit only administratively, on ‘a: centre

whwh now no more possessed the characteristies of sp endour
whxch had dlstmgulghec{ it during the past centuries.

One has to reach the epoch of Emperor Yohannes IV (1 72- |

o e . A o Sk T b ek e Y, 1R -+ e

H.M. Empenjr Haile Sellassie I, On the Day of His Coronation.




CHAPTER I1I

The Request to the Cuptlc Ci\urch of
Alexandr:a for an Elhwpian Archblshop




|
|

1. THE REQUEST OF EMPEROR YOHANNES IV AND
THE SENI)_ING OF NEW BISHOPS.

In the fu-st chapter of this hook it is seen  how the con-
secration of Saint Frumentius, at the hand of Saint Athanassius
of Alexandria in the fourth century put the Ethiopian Church
in a situation of dependence on the Egyptian Church. From that
time on, when the seat of the Abuna became vacant, the Ethio-
pians had to ask for nomination of a new Egyptian é_rchbi.shop
by the Patriarch in Alexandris. In accordance with these rules,
on the death of the 1068th Archbishop of Ethiopia .~ Abuna
Athanassius - Emperor Yohannes asked the Patriarch’ to nomi+
nate a new archbishop for his country. But, he added ta his re.
quest the demand for three more Egyptian bmhoPs who would
assist the Abuna in his mission in Ethiopia.

Emperor . Yohannes took a real interest in the well beulg of
the Eth:opmn Church not only in his country, but alse in Jeru.
salem where, since the medieval period there has existed a com-
mumty of Ethmplan ‘monks. It was through this cpmmunity
that the first contacts between the European States and Ethio.
pié were mad.e. in the Middle Ages. ‘

Emperor Yohannes was mystical by temperament. It has
aiready been sald that he would have wished to become a monk,
and that after the death of his wife he lived as such. Not bemg
in a position to, dedicate himself to a life of contemplation be-
cause of the opposition of the clergy itself, following the narra-
tion of the Abyssinian chronicle, he restored the tradition of
the Solomonic dynasty and tried to rekindle the flame of the

Christian faith and to reorganize the Church, Besides, the strug.
gle which Ethlopla had sustained agamst the Egy;otmns, had
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-~ helped to unify the people and strengthen their patriotic feelings.
" In his book «Storia di Abissinia», Luca dei Sabelli says: «The
Negus understood that no seil was more fertile than the religious
. one, on which to base his policy and he made of the clergy h::
: safest ally in his poliey of dominion an& ‘cobesion.» ;

Even if he did not succeed in 1mposmg his opinions on the
* . Patriarch, because of the difficulties exmmg between the Copts
.- and the Ethiopian monks in ]erusalem “he built there the beauti-
~ ful church of Debre Ghennet, or Mountain of Paradzse which, as
" I.B. Coulbeaux puts it in his «Histoire Politique et Religieuse
d'Abyssinien, 'shall immortalize King John more than his Palace
" in Makalle and all the other monuments which he built in Ethio-

pia’.

_ Yohannes brought up again the centuries-old éroblein of the
dependence on the Church of Alexandriz which, certainly was
~ not conducive to the welfare of the Ethmpmn Church

Yohannes thought that that dcpepdcnce on the Mother Church
“of Alexandria had been justified but :ihai it had become anachro-
' nistic, since the Ethiopian Church had now become numerically
much more important than that of. Alexandria. Moreover, the
limitation of the number and the jurisdiction of the bishops, as
: _‘ well as the interruption occurringj‘ in the s'uc:cessio_nE of the
_ * Abunas, eonstituted a serious obstacle to the normal development
. and to the welfdre of the people of Ethiopia from the religious
point of view. But, over all, as Nicholas, Archbishop of Axum
says in his «Church’s Revival — Emancipation from 1600 years
Guardianship», «the spiritual vitality of the Church of Alexan-
“dria hed revealed, very naturally, fluctuatmns during a partuer-

: shlp of many centuries.»

In view oE_ 311 this, Yohannes decided to ingr
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| bishaps, all, naturally, of Egyptian naiionality

g ‘They were: Petros, Mattewos, Lukas and Markos.

titled to admit persons to holy orders which reudered the ordina.

ber of bishops and to rcm-gamse. the Church. The memory of
Abuna Salama who had left the Et}nopian Church in poor con-:
dition, was still alive. :

It also seems certain that Yohannes felt inelined to turn to _‘:
other Eastern Churches in the event of refusal of his request on’
the part of the Patriarch of Alexandria but, unfortunately, this
thesis cannot be proved for lack of necessai'y documentation, -

The seat of 5t. Mark in Alexandrm was ‘then occupied by
Patriarch Kyrollos V. Having received the pemmn, he convoked:
the Synod on the 8th of July, 1881, duringiwhich it was decided
to nominate one archhishop for Ethiopia and to send three other

In the year 1883, the four arrived at;the Ethmpmn court,

Of these, Abba Petros was nominated Metmpolitnn and he:
remained in the Tigrai. Abba Mattewos and Abba Lukas were.
sent respeetively to Shoa and GD_}]&H‘E Abba Markos died soon

after his arrival,

The aim of this initiative of Emperor Yoharinés was to 1o
move from the Abuna the prerogative of being the only person e

tion of priests difficult. The Abunas were freciuently obliged to’
undertake long and perilous journeys. With the creatmn of mare

bishops, his monopoly was removed,

Moreover, Yohannes intended to improve the moral cond;
tion of the people and to encourage the spread of the Gospel m
the eountry. But it is also possible that by this move, Yohanneu
who had become wary owing to the 1mpenahst:c peliey of l!ne
of depe 1C the authe

memmwﬂ

gyptians, intended to losen the i




; my of the Patnarch of Alexandria and to lay the fouhdatmn for
A natmnal Church of Ethiopia. His policy of workmg for the in-
: depend ce of the Ethiopian church was later resumed. by the pre

: smt Empemr *

ng the rexgn of Menelik, Abba Manewos, “the oniy
i of the four Egyptian bishops, became the Abuna of the
. thlopmns Aware of his mission and honest to its alms, he sue-
'-eded in building up the prestige which he en;oyed with the
_-:pulatmn in the troubles caused later by the unruly behatiour

the |young Negusse Neguest, Lij Yasu, From an exﬁ_ract of the
essage he addressed to the princes, to the whole fry o
e people of Ham on 29th September, 1916:

v ar:;'d to

« ... But what has exasperated the Great and: the army of
;Shoa more than anything, has been the fact that h'e called

“to be in a better position to become cruel to them when he
-t would return to the Capital. They were completely ‘con-
ke :'v;nced of this when they learnt that this young nian bhad

- dénied the testament of the Emperor, that he was a per-
: jured persom, indifferent to the excommunication of their
. Bishop, and had abjured the Christian faith. They thus un-
" ‘derstood the imminent damage which threatened the exist-
| ence of the Country and the tranquillity and the interests
;of their families. ¥

- Thus it was that, compelled by the inevitable force of
D cirpumstances, they hastily went to the Palace of the Em-

' -peror, then to the residence of Lij Yasu and, having brought
out the artillery and the machine-guns, gathered with their
arms in hand, they addressed me with these words: «Li-
Herate us from our cath of faithfulness, for we do not wish
!;e be submitted to Islam and we cannot shandon t%me country

_'mear to him in Harar the most noble personalities, so as.

i
L
i
H
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to the foreigner, for the one reason of the wickedness of
Lij Yasu, who is leading our empire to ruin: we shall never
consent that the Negus who has abjured his faith governs
us. Fina_uy, we shall never consent to change religion.s

Then all the Princes, the whole army and all the popula-
tion added in one voice: «Let Zewditu, daughter of Emperor
Menelik, be our Empress and let Ras Tafari be the Heir to
the Throﬁe». And We, pleased to give our consent to this
decision, have elected and constituted Woizero Zewditu as
Empress of Ethiopia, and Ras Tafari Heir to :J:m Throne.

We ask all to make it their duty to submit to them. Be
equally 1 fallhful to our religion . . i

For many years close to Emperor Menelik 11, mncerely faith-

_'ful to his mission, Abuna Mattewos remained in charge until
‘his death on December 4, 1926.

He was solemnly buried in the Church of Meknne Sellassie

& m Addis Ababa, accompanied by a huge erowd of mourners who
: felt they had iost a kind father and a wise guide.

On iua dcath the problem of the Ethiopian Church depen-
dent on the Patriarchate in Alexandria, arose more serious than
ever, i

2. THE DEATH OF ABUNA MATTEWOS, THE NEW RE.
QUEST OF TAFARI MAKONNEN AND THE EGYPTIAN
SYNOD OF 1928.

The whole history of Ethiopia in this century has centred
around the person of Emperor Haile Sellassie, still happily ruling.
Fndowed with exceptional gifts of intelligence and of charneter,
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since his youth he imposed his persoh_sﬂity and as Begent govern-
ed with Empress Zewditu the destiny of Ethiopia. He has a most
exceptional facility of understanding through which he quickly
establishes a strong current. of sympathy with the persons with
whom he intends to collaborate; he selects them, on the basis of
an extraordinary force of intuition rather than on long study.
Endowed with profound culture and a great practical sense, he is
-able to utilise any situation to the benefit of the Country. An
_untiring worker, each aspect of the life of the Country is an
“objeet of his study and of his actmn. .

Leaving aside the developme‘nts which have occurred in
Ethiopia during his reign, he will, always be considered as the
principal contributer to the emancipation of the Ethiepian
Church, after 1600 years of dependence

On the death of Abuna Mattewos in December, 1926, the
then Regent Tafari Makonnen, faced with determination, but
also with much wisdom and prudence, the question of the depen-
dence of the Church of Ethiopia on that of AIexandna

He addressed himself directly to the Patnarch Abuna: Kyzoi
- los V in Egypt, requesting the consecration of an Ethmpmn arch-

bishop, but the negotiations had no result because of the sudden
death of the Patriarch of AIexandna in 1927, at the venera.ble
age of 105 years. The latter had been a person who was par-
- ticularly mourned also in Ethiopia itself. In Addis Ahaba three
days of mourning were observed and a seven-gun salute resound-
ed as a sign of respect and vencratlon.

For the time being, however, it was not possible to examine
the problem of the links between the two Churches because it
was necessary to wait for the election and the consecration of the
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new Patriarch, : _ _
The 113th Patrierch to sit on the Throne of Saint Mirk w

consecrated on 16th December, 1928, He was Yohannes XI
who had been the secretary of Kyrollos. _ 5 -

After his election, a telegram was en from Addis Aba
with the request to send to Ethiopia ak ‘Egyptlan bizshop wl
would chose from among the abbots ofi d

¢ convents of Ethiop

the person to be consecrated as archblshop Bu gven this reque
Yohannes XX
posed the nomination of an archblshop énd of two bishe

was followed by a new refusal. For his pa :

- Egyptians - consenting, however, to the’ consecraimn by d
Egyptian archbishop, of the Ethiopian ~Etc:hegme as bishop.
was the first time that the rank of blsho;: was to be conferr
on the person of the Etcheguie. - :

In Ethiopia the Etcheguie is the foremost administrati
authority among the Ethiopian clergy and he has a great influe
ce and prestige as successor of the famous Saint Teklehaiman
who lived in the thirteenth century. {See.page 17} His functiot
are very important since he has the task of advising the Negu
He is, moreover, alse Abbot of the convent of Debre Libanos.

The first victory for the Ethiepian peopie Was the result «
the current of reform in the Church, opposed by 'he conservatiy
the existent
ver 12.000.000 i
habitants, aspired te have an Ethiopian anate{ in the person I

elements. The reforrn movement, basing i
of a Christian Ethiopia with a populaticn o

an Ethiopian. ; E;

It was not necessary that the Ethio_:pi:an Church should }
administered by a single head, of foreign nationality and, ther
. d:lhe habi peqple, as

fore, ignorant of the language
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resul_ of whieh ; the people lacked that spiritual cantact wbsch
v should emst between the believers and the spiritusl }mad of the
: Church

On the oLher hand there was the current of the opposmon
represenled by the conservative forces of the country. Their thesis
| was founded principally on the apocryphal canon of the Council
‘of?Nicé.a {325 A.D.), composed, perhaps, towards the end of the

f seventh century or in the first years of the e1ghthi century by
some Syro Coptm Jacobtte Synod. \

g Th& éanon says, as it is reported in «Church's Rev:val» by
; Nicholas, Archblshep of Axum: s

] ) gatriarch
_'moreover their bishop shall be submitted to the Patnarch
- of the seat of Alexandria. In spite of this, that bxshop shall
be tonsidered. Patriarch and shall be called Cathohcos
_ Therefore, he shall not have the right, like ‘the other
Patnarchs, to consecrate Archbishops, having reither the
' honcurs nor the powers of a true Patriarch. If a council
' h'qld take piace in the territory of Rum (Greek-Byzan
tme} and that the Patriarch of Antioch should I)e present,
‘he shall have to keep the seventh place after the fnmate of
.Seleucxa, anid if he should be authorized to elect an Arch-

bxshop in his provmce never an Ethiopian could be elevated

zI'he Ethm;nans cannot create, nor elect

' Zto thxs rank». [

The cousequeuces of this rule were various. Fu-st of all the

‘Etinoplan Church was condemned to a perpetual depeudence on
;.the Church of Alexandna a fact which, though Justafxahie in the
first years of its existence, was no more acceptable now, that the
. Ethiopian Church had become superior in size and;_m number
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'-._fo that in- Egypt Besides, following this canon, an Ethiopian
*could nm;e_:r'-r_each the dignity of Archbishop. It was an evident
. result thatthi: «Catholicos» of Ethiopia, in contrast to the other
“ Eastern ngri'archs, had enly the right to the title, but he did

not possess the prerogative to consecrate other Archbishops.

The Emi}eror succeeded in neutralizing the current of the
opposition.

Since the reply given by the Egyptians was not satisfactory
to the Ethiopians, the neeessity to discuss the problem in order
to reach an aéceptahle bilateral agreement, was felt. On 31st May,
1929, after many discussions, the Hely Synod of Egypt was

) assemble(i. A delegation was sent from Addis Ababa, headed by

H.E. Blattengueta Sahle Tzedalu.

The mos:t important decisions laid dewn during this Synod

were:

"1. The consecration of Ethiopian bishops was permitted in order

to assist-the Archbishop in his mission, who as delegate of
the Pétriéfrch and the Head of the Church of Ethiopia, must
not go beyond his powers which must remain within their
traditjonal limits. These rights of the Archbishop are:

a) T(;)_ guiiarantee the continuation of the unity of the Coptic-
Orthodox faith and the observance to the sacred duties
towards thr Church of Saint Mark, the Mother Church.

b) Te be;perpetuaily in submission to the patriarchal Seat of
Saint Mark of Alexandria, to recognize its supremacy and
‘that of the Patriarch, Father of the Church, as his pre-
decessars have done.

¢j Teo ardam priests and consecrate the Churches and the
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sacred objects of the Church wnhm th& hmlts of ‘the
powers of his Seat. as had been granted to hls predeces-
sors. If he does not keep w1th1n the sense of .this agree-

; ment and if he epposes the relxgmus teachmgs of the
- Chureh of Saint Mark, ‘or 1f he refuses to ohey; if he
acts with a view to becommg autonomeus and able to
have an abselute, personal authonty, or if he consecrates
bishops of his own choice for the Ethiopian sees, apart
from those who have recewed episcopal consecration at
the hands of the Patriarch in the great cathédral of Saint
Mark, he is acting contrary :'to the decrees of Nicea and
the regulations of the Church of Saint Mark which have
been in force from the nomination of the first Archbishop
for Kthiopia to the present. Thus he is liable to be de-

prived of his ecclesiastical functions and excommunicated
from the Holy Church. '

2. The duties of the Ethiopian Bishops nominated together
with the Archbishop, were also established by this Synod.

a} They must be united to the :Aréhbishap in the orthodox
faith, in the ambit of the Cdptic-Orthodox Church,

b} They must subject to his author}ty in such a way that
their ecclesiastical acts assist the person of the Archbishop
in the ambit of his spiritual f_unctmns.

¢) Neither one bishop nor all the Bishops together have the
general power to consecrate: " The consecration of the
Archibishop or of Bishope is the nght of the Patriarch of
Alexandria alone,

d) They do not have the right to detach themselves from the
Coptic-Orthedox Church. If anyone does pot kee
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teaching and the rules of the Church of Saint Mark,
he disobeys the Archbishop or if he act§ against the
thodox Emperor and the Empreiss ':of Eiiim;iopia, or if
imparts the royal anoititing to anyone if he participa

in the consecration of an Archbmhop of a %ishcﬁp!'

if he unites himself to'a governor or prince in rev

against the authority of the centra"po&ger,' or 1f with ¢ 0
word he contravenes: the agreen o made by t
Patriarch, he will fmd ‘himself, deprwed' of his ecel
instical title and of his'powers and hc will be exco
municated from the Hoiy Churdh. T}ns apph& equally

the person to whom the Blshops ma)* have conferred t

unetion.

3. Finally, the ecclesiastical hearis, the archblshops, bishops &
priests, in Ethiopia, the pohhcal goyemors and prinees, t
leaders of any order, religious, cult}xral military or othe
were prohibited from altering the prmc:ples of the decree
such a way as to contravene the sense of the letter; whoev
would act in this way would be excommunicated from t
Church of Saint Mark. ‘

This Synod decreed the nomination of an Egyptian Are
bishop and of five Ethiopian hishops. Abuna Kyrollos, who w
a monk of the Convent of Qusquam in Egypt was nominat:
Archhishep of Ethiopia.

Following these decisions, H.E. Bejirond Zeleke Aguede
Minister of Finance, sent four eminent members of the Ethi
pian Clergy to Cairo with an accompanying letter from Empre
Zewditu and the Regent Tafari Makonnen,' fI‘hey were consecrn
ed in the Church of Saint Mark on 2nd Iune, 1929 by Patrian
Yohannes XIX.
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- Ahunh Petros was pominated Bishop of Wollo and Lasta :
'j.——‘ Ahuna ‘Abraham for Gojjam and Gondar b
- Abuna Ishaak for Tigré and Semien I
3 Abunn Mikael for Eastern Ethiopia. g

B The four Etl:uopmn Bishops, with Abuna Kyrollos fhe Egyp
tmn, 110th Archinsbop of Ethiopia, were accompamed by the
Patriarch of Alexandria himself and reached Addis Ababs on 3rd
January, 1930 and were received with solemn natlonal celebra-
tions. '

5 On the 1st of Febmary, 1930, in the Church of Baeta Ma
nam, in Addis Ababa, the Etcheguie Guebre Menfes Queddus,
wes congecrated Bishep with the name of Sawires. thle he had
already bee_n chosén to become bishop since the year before, he
had net been able to leave for Cairo to be elected with the other
Eiﬁ'iopian bishops, for reasons of health. B

to- Cau'o

There followed a period of great achievement - for the

Church since every b1shop, in his own see, worked actxvely at-

dlffusmg the Gospel.

3 THE LAS’I‘ EG‘YPTIAN ARCHBISHOP SENT TO ETHIO
: PIA BY THE EGYI’TIAN CHURCH: ABUNA KYROLLOS

A'huna Kyroliois, last Egyptian Archbishop in Ethiopia, was
born in Bahqourah, Upper Egypt, in 1880. The date is approxi-
mate since at the time the Civil Registry was not in use as if
is today. :

' éhaptér It

As soon as the ceremonies were over, the Patriarch returned
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After havii;g attended eclementary school he entered the
Convent of :zDeu' Al-Barameuss when he was still very young.

In 1929 an Ethiopian delegation went to Cairo to visit

‘Patriarch Yohannes X1X. On 31st May of the same year a Holy
Synod was cnlled as described above, during which the decision

was taken to nominate an Egyptian Archbishop and five Ethio-
pian Bishops. The Ethiopian delegation asked the Patriarch of
Alexandria to, uommate Father Sidaros Al-Antoni — the future

*Abuna Kyroi}os — a8 Archhishop of Ethiopia.

On 2nd June 1929, all the most important eccleamahcai
and civilian personahtles were officially invited to attend the con-
secration of Abuns Sidaros Al- Antom as Archbishop of Ethiopia.

On 2nd November, 1938, Archbishop Kyrollos took posses-
sion of his Ethiopian Seat. He then led the ceremony of Corona-

. tion of the then Negus Tafari Makonnen as Emperor of Ethio-

pia with the ﬁame of Haile Sellassie I in the Church of Saint

_George in Addis Absba. Abuna Kyrollos remained six years in

Ethiopia, havmg his Seat in the compound of the Church of Saint

' Mary in Adchs_ Ababa.

o After_;'.:ha'; entry of the Italian forees in the capital, he was
invited to go to [taly to discuss the situation of the Ethiopian
Church with Mussnhm

On his way back from Italy, Archbishop Kyrollos decided

* to stop in ﬁgy}:t where he remained until 1942 when at the re-

quest of Emperor Haile Sellassic who had expressly sent an
Ethiopian mission to Cairo, he returned to Ethiopis.

In 1942 when he returned to Ethiopia he was deprived of
all his authority over the properties of the Church. His only
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CHAPTER III

* The Htalian Occupalion
and the Religious Problem



l THE ATTITUDE OF ITALY TO THE COi’TIC CHURCH.

Very soon the situation of favourable equi}i.}:rium which had
heen created between the two Coptie Churches gtarted to change
owing to the Italian occupation, during which the . Ethiopian’

Church had to face many and serious difficulties.

5 Already before the occupation of Ethiopia, the Ith_lian reli-
gious policy in Eritrea had tended towards the exiclus‘iqn of this
colony from the jurisdiction of the Ethiopia!i _Coptiic; Church,
replacing Ethiopian jurisdietion by that of the Pgt.ria'rc:h of Ale-
xandria. S

When the Holy Synod of 1929 decreed — as has a.ail,ﬁ:aady been

related in the preceeding chapter -— the nominati_o_il Oi:é.‘t_l Egypt-
tan Archbishop and of five Ethiopian Bishops, in Eritrea the
peed was felt to determine the situation of the_"__Eri_ir;égn Copts

who represented about half of the population of the ‘g:::qjlony.

With this aim in mind, negotiations took%plépe:ﬂgtween the
Royal Legation of Italy in Caire and Patria.;'gl:jr Yobannes of
Alexandria which led to the agreemaﬁt of Tth .f}t_i;a?e, 1929, signed
in Cairo and about which the «Giornale d’!:):y&'i%:ﬁten,' published
these words on 12th June, 1929: o R

«The negotiations between His Holiness Patriarch Yohan-
nes and the Minister of Italy, Hon. Cantalupo, to devise

a solution which would, at the same time, be ‘
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interests of the Power occupying Eritrea and the peace of

the consciences of the Orthodox populations of the Colony,
: _have taken place and ended recently. :

' «The agreement reached between the two partxes has

been completed hy an exchange of notes between the Cophc
: '_Patrmrch and the Legation of Italy, which took place at
11 aam, pn the 7th of this month in the Patnarchate,[where

the Mm, ster of Italy went together with the Colonial Ad.

viser of the Legatmn. the first interpreter and Mr. Andraos
' Bey Bishara, Italian Consul in Luxor. In the note of the
* Minister of Italy, _underhmng the fact that the Ttalian Go-

. vernmen“t recognizes the religious jurisdiction of the' Patnar-
: chiate of %Aiexandna over the Eritrean Orthodox popula{mn, it
s askedﬁthai the spn'uual care of the latter should be main.

tamed Linder the ‘sole and direct authority of the ‘Coptxc

Patllarc_{ ate of Egypt and, also, that the young Orthodox
"'Entreans aspiring' to priesthood, should be recelved at the _

at archate to be ordained.

thortty, and having thanked the Italian Government for its

_favourable disposition towards the Head of the Church of

Saint Mark, he declared himself ready to receive the "ymmg
Erltreans aspiring to priesthood, for ordination. In the
Patnarch’s letter the formalities for the ordination of
prxests, already accepted by the two contracting parts, are
clanf;ed

«The xm;)ortance of the agreement resched cannot be
overlooked since 'it shall eliminate an uncertsin and equi-

vocl'

ituation, with regard to the religious dependence of

Chapter III

: Patrxarch Yohannes has delivered to the Mlmster of
“Italy hls reply in which, after having affirmed his decaslon
. fo tak.e the Eritrean Orthodox under his sole sparitual au-
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our Eritrean subjects, which has been going on for over
thirty years’.»

However, this situation was only considered to be «sutisfae-
tory» for Italy. The problem of the convenience or not of the no-
mindtion of a Coptic Abuna for Eritres, remained open.

Certainly, considering the secular Coptie tradition which
reigned in the hearts of each Eritrean and the very scerce
number of Catholics who represented only 3% of the total po-
pulation, the orientation of the Eritrean Copts towards the
Tthiopian Bishop due to come and establish himself in the
Tigrai, was more than foreseeable. Consequently, this could
render the palitical balance of the I[talians in Eritrea diffienlt.
Therefore, the solution reached on 7th June, 1929, did not seem
to be definitive and integral; «it would become such only with

the nomination of a Coptic Abuna for Eritrea, residing in As.

mara-and spiritually, directly responsible to the Patriarchate of
Alexandria.» (14)

. iWith the Italian occupation of Ethiopia the reiigi.ous pro-
blem became more acute; it did not involve only the position of
a small part of Ethiopians, but the majority of the whoie popuIa-
tion of the Country, ‘

“"When the Emperor had been defea;ed he returned: f:rom the
front to Addxs Ababa; and before entering his palace, hp went
to visit Archbiéﬁop Kyrollos. Crying bitterly he embraged him
and asked him to remain in the capital g0 as to encouf;:age the
morale of the people; in fact, the prestige of the Aréhbishop
with the Emperor and the population was well known.

When Marshal Badoglio marched into Addis Ababa with

(14 CORRADO ZQLI, «Cronache Etiopiches= — Roma 1930, p. 290.
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his generals, he paid an official visit to Kyrollos and promised
to safeguard the Ethiopian Chureh and not to interfere in its
affairs. The visit was paid back by the Archbishop on Tth May,
1936. '

Thus, the relations between the Ethiopian Church and the
Italian Government were cordial at the beginning, but soon di-

vergencies were to start.

Relations became tense following the incident of the bombs
launched against Marshal Graziani, successor of General Bado-
glio, by two young Ethiopians from Eritrea, Mogos Asguedom
and Abraha Debotch on Yekatit 12, 1929 E.C. (19th Fehruary,
1937), during which Graziani and Archhishop Kyrollos himself
were wounded, apart from the General of the Airforce and
several other high government officials who were present.

After this incident it was proposed that Kyrollos should go
personally to Rome to solve with Mussolini himself the delicate
situation in which the Ethiopian: Church had found: itself as a
consequence of the Italian occupation of Ethiopia.

1n the words of Mgr. Nicholas of Axum: «<As in the Dode-
canese, where Lialian policy did not tolerate the dependence
of the Greek-Orthodox Church en the Eucumenical Patriar-
chate in Constantinople and consequently, encouraged the
Dodecanese episcopate to create an ‘autocephalous’ Church,
thus also in Ethiopia this poliey had even more reason not
to tolerate the dependence of the Ethiopian Church on that
of the Copts in Egypt ... The Italian government knew

about the heart’s desire of 'Et:he?;Ethiopiafﬁs._ The ;Et:.}f'ii(fipian i
People were in love with liberty; they needed it in the State:

they need it even in the Ch{lr_ch:» - oo

On the other hand,_thg_degiargations made b

Kyrollos himself in the report written byhm:l and presented
the Patriarchate of Alexandria are inter’es:_t_ing.‘f He narrates tk

his negotiations with Graziani: (15) = .

«After a short time Marshal Bédégli‘o_
and he was succeeded by MarshalgGi;azisi:n'i whe called:
at various times. He asked me to msue a ?t?gclarnfion to !
population, signed by me, to cal‘@nf-:ihe‘ situation and
reassure the Ethiopian pio'pulation' thh régard to its fut

and to make peace with the Italiimi Government. I asl
that they should give me official ‘assurances, on hehalf
the Government, of the indepemierice of the Church,
promised by Marshal Badoglio, so as: to avoid struggles
the future and to preveni political '_int'erfe;fence in the sp
tual affairs of the Church. He did not honour his pron
and afterwards, he coniinued to ixisist repeatedly tha
should publish the declaration which he had asked me
do previously, but I refused. :

He continued to make the same request and I contin
to give the same reply until he withdrew his demand.
addressed his attention to another peint} i.e. to separa
the Ethiopian Church from the Egyptian Church and j
fied this with many reasons and said: «Egypt has notl
to do with Ethiopia now, since it is governed by the Br
and the British are our most implacab}ie. enemies. Wt
not want contacts between a couﬁtry dominated by t
and a country which we have conquered with the b

(15

AMBA KYROLLOS, «Head of the :Bishops of the Chusc
Ethiopia», biography edited in Arabic by =The Library o
Sunday School of the Clerical Coilege of Vahmasha (Egy

1951, pages 68, 69, 70.
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S shed by our sons and I assure you that it is much easier for

" us to leave Rome than Addis Ababa. Therefore, please
e separate completely from Egypt and you shalk ‘have the

' power of Head of the Church, without any other head
‘above you. You will have the power to consecrate bishops,
pnests and monks and we shall help you in this with all
our;might and we shall give you all that you will ask for.
The Government shall be at your disposal for any queshan,

niner or major.»

i My reply was: «This is impossible and 1 shali never ac-
it. I cannot betray the trust which has been/put in me
ind which has been maintained intact by all the b:shops be-
fcré me. I assure you that I can resist anythmg, pressures,

E ﬁ;lsonment, hunger, etc.... and that I cannot accept

: «And we can absolutely not accept your
connectlons with Egypt.» =

f:onmderlng the impossibility of reaching an agreement
after the bomb incident. Kyrollos accepted the proposal to'go to
_Italy to Degotiate the problem personally with Mussolini. On
reaching Suez, his secretary disembarked to inform the Patriarch
persenally of the developments over the question of the Ethio-
pian Church. :

‘In Ethiopia, Abuna Abraham, Ethiopian Bishop of Gondar
and_of Gojjum, _remamed to substitute for Abuna Kyrollos. _'

;z_;f THE REPERCUSSIONS OF THE ITALIAN RELIGIOUS
- POLICY ON THE CLERGY AND THE COPTIC PEOPLE.

A_:.lpi of information about the trip to Rome of Abuna Ky
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rollos is contained in the biography, edited in Arahic on his
death, by the Sunday Schools of the Clerical College of Mahmasha

m Egypt.

Abuna Kyrullos s trip to Rome was differently interpreted
by the various parties, giving rise to hopes and fears. In some

"¢ireles in Addis Ababa and in Cairo there were those who thought

that Abuna Kyrollos had gone to Rome lo attempt to re- -establish
peace end tranquillity in the Church of Ethiopia. Others sus-
pected that Abuna Kyrollos wished to be nominated as Etcheguie
himself in order to gain administrative power over the Church
of Ethiopia, over and above the spiritual power he already had.
A further suggestion as to the reasons for his trip to Rome is
reported by Dr. Edward Farag in the above- mentioned biography

“of the Abuna. This is that he had been called because it was

hoped he could become zn instrument of union between the

o Church of Ethxopla and that of Rome. This suggestion appeared
to be borne out by the news that Abuna Kyrollos would not return

: to Ethiopia.

However, those who have known Abuna Kyrollos intimately,
cannot accept these contradictory opinions. He was essentially a
profoundly religious man, without any worldly ambitions and he
had no desire for supremacy in Ethiopia. His secret wish was to
go back to _h_15_ ‘homeland and his convent. The facts themselves
support this statement. When Abuna Kyrollos: came back from
Rome, he called in at Port-Said in Egypt. He asked to stop to
greet the P::itriarch of Alexandria. Once he reached Cairo, he af-
firmed decisively that he wanted to remain in Egypt end he did
not wish to go back to Addis Ababa.

To justify his decision to remain in Egypt, Abuna Kyrollos
declared that the Church of Ethiopia could now support itself
and that the election of a new Abuna could take place regularly
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in Ethiopia, since an organised clergy.with its bishops existed
there. Thus, the Abuna gshowed the Elh‘_xépians the way to follow.

Detailed accounts appear in a collection of documents edited
by the Ethiopian Government Printing Press in Ambharic {16}
which facilitate the reconstruction of the vicissitudes of the
Coptic Church in Ethiopia during the period of the. Jtalian ad-
ministration. L :

After the departure of Abuna Kyrolles, only two Bishops
remained in Ethiopia: Abuna Abraham and Abuna Ishaak,
because the others had died in the meantime, In November-
December, 1937, the abbots of the cohvents, the doctors of the
church and the Jearned men gathered in Addis Ababa to discuss
the situation of the Church of Ethiopia.

The Archbishop, Abuna Kyrollos, had returned to Egypt

and it was not possible to have relations with the Church in

Egypt, owing to the prevailing pelitical situation. -I't__ was neces:
“sary for a new ﬁrchhishop' 1o take over’the leadership of -the

| taking® part in this meeting thuugh;t"thnt it was =pfss-:&hlje to
" ‘nominate Abuna Abrahsm to become: the Archhishop of Ethio-
pia, 'séf;th;at he could, in his turn, qoﬁlinate and consecrate-other
--_Ethio;ﬁan bishops. R ' :
Thus, on 21st Hedar, 1930 E.C. (30th November, 1937),
in an imposing religious ceremony in Addis Ababa, after the
ritual prayers, Abuna Aoraham was nominated Archbishop of
Ethiopia.

(16) «The "pirst Patriarch of Ethiopia», Berhanenna Selam
Printing Press (1956 E.C) — Addis Ababa 1964.

‘ ' 2) Abuna Markos: Bishop of Eritrea ||

hurtéh of Ethiopia so as not lo expose ;Hé_traditionél' Coptic re-
gion’ to weakening and to decay. As Abuna Kyrollos had left
Ius chair to Abupa Abraham, when' I';aé' ‘went to ":Roméf,‘ thase

consecrated four bishops and one episcopoé, as f

The Italisn Occupation and the Religious Probler B Iy

5

On that same day, he nominated five Ethi;j'piaﬁ' }jisbops and
‘one Episcopos. These were: 351 BN :

1} Abuns Yohannes: Etcheguie and Blshop of Shoa

3) Abuna Salama: Bishop of Harar

4) Abuna Mattewos: Bishop of Wolle o
5) Abuna Gabriel: Bishop of Gondar

6) Abuna Lukas: Episcopos of Wollega

When the news of these events reached Egjrpt, the Egyptian
Coptic Synod met on 28th December, 1937, and .gproﬂounced itself
in opposition to the action of the Church oflE't]::xioI'Jia and after a
prolonged discussion it decided to. excommi?rﬁqate ‘.t:&huna Abra-

According to the Ethiopian scholars, as 8 result of the par-
ticular international political conditions d:'x'é that ti:nie, the mews
of the decisions of the Egyptian Coptic syﬁod did not reach

S Ethiopia and thus, when on 14th Hamle, 1931, E.C. (21st July,

1938), Archbishop Abraham of Ethiopia jdied_f, ‘Abuna Ychan
pes was nominated as the new Archbishop. He was consecrated

on the 1st of Meskerem, 1932 E.C., (11th Sq::ieinlj:er, 1938).

On the same day, the new Archbis}i;_c\i)i:éAh Yohannes

1) Abupa Filippos: Episcopos, Secretary ‘of Archbishog
Abuna Yohannes | ‘ 5

2) Abuna Gorgerios: Bishop of Wolle -

3} Abuna Matiias: Bishop of Shoa

4) Abuna Atnatewos: Bishop of Gojjam

3) Abuna Kyrolloes: Bishop of Eritrea

Five months later, Abuna Yohannes c_oﬂs_ecra_ted Abuna ng

carias, Episcopos of Jerusalem.
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; pm:').. ecclesiastical hierarchy the «Episcopos»’is
h6p='with a position analogous to that of the Au.
i hz"dp in the West, with the difference that the consecra-
. ‘tion of the episcopos in Ethiopia does not involve the full bishop’s
: don;ecra_ti_ , while in.the West the Auxiliary bishop has the
._ . cons ration as the bishap.

In'this period, the number of Ethiopian bishops, including
Abuna ish?ak reached ten and that of the episcopos reached
three. .

Th‘é' iémportancé of the consecrations became clear when,
after the return of Emperor Haile Sellassie to Wthiopia, negotia-
tions were resumed with the Coptic Church of Egypt.

] ABU;NA KYROLLOS IN ITALY.

Js_as shown, prevxousiy, how it had been suggested to
' roHos that he should go to Italy to negotlate dsrectly

the Suez Cana} ot having been allowed to disembark m Egypt,
the Archbishop of Ethiopia received a delegation sent to h.un
by Hxs Bea%xtude the Patrmrch of Alexandria.

Dn hig ‘arrival st Naples, he was reccived by a deiegatmn
sent by theéﬁltahﬂn Government which, seeing that he was very
dellcgte in | ealth, grr_anged for him to be visited by a doctor in

the .lgutelikw:‘here he was staying. Two days later the order came

owmg the centuries-old tradition, on the Pntmarchate_ .
d.;'ia in Egypt. It was generally thought that he alone .
could solveilhat thorny problem. During his voyage to Italy, in -

The TteMah Occupation snd the Religious Problem, SRR

for him to resume the trip to Rome. There he wag agam visited
by a doctor who said that the hotel could not favour his health
and he was asked to move to a hospital in the country. The Arch-
bishop refused and remained in Rome.-

He then met Mussolini. In the words of the Abuna he re-
ceived him: «rudely, showing authority. I remained calm.»

* Mussolini, who was accompénied by the Minister of Colon-
ies, asked him f@r the reason for his visit. Kyrollos replied that
he had been invited by the Italian Government to discuss the
situation of the Ethiopian Church with him, since no one else
ecould deal w1th the problem.

“The Duce lold him that in this meeting they had only the
opportunity to meet each other and he left the discussion of the
.. business to another meeting to be held soon. :

' Then Mussolini sent delegates to negotiate with Abuna
Kyrollos about the separation of the Ethiopian Church from its
moiher churé_h,_the Coptic Chureh of Egypt. The Abuna replied

" that this was impossible and that he could not consent to such 2

. proposai Subsequently, the Fascist Grand Council invited the

~ Abuna to 2 reception where he was recewed cordmily, speeches

_ were made and he was welcomed to Italy. Abuna Kyrollos des-
cribes the occasion in these words:

. «After hawng delivered a couple of speeches during
" which photographs were taken, they insisted that I should
;spesk as my conscience would dictate. I said: ‘I
‘have come here because I have been invited by the Italian
Government to solve the problems which exist at present in
the Ethiopian Church. [ have the promise of the Delegate
- of the King to solve this problem and I hope that the Italian
Government will protect the religious interest of the Ethio-
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pian Church and that it shall give liberty to decide on re-
igious matters, since the Church has nuthmg to do with

polities and politics must not be involved in, tha spiritual
affairs of the Church.

On the other hand I canmot agree to the separation of
the Ethiopian Church from that of Egypt, since their con-
nection goes back to ancient times. I repeat now what I
have said to the Delegate of kthefKing and to the Minisiry
of Colonies in Addis Ababa, that I shall not betray the trust
placed in me by he who accepted to become the Head of
the Coptic Church, and I shall maintain this strong union
which has existed since the remotest Hmes.» - '

As soon as the Archbishop had) said these werds, the as-
sambly was dissolved.

Later, Kyrollos was invited to visit the Pope in Rome. He

did not accept because of the fact that during his voyage to Italy

_ he had not been allowed to visit tbe Pope and Patuarch of
Alexandna, Head of his Church. S : :

Kyrollos also met the King of Italy privately who recewed
him cordially. After having visited St. Peter s Basilica and other
important churches, owing to his v_e_r_y precarious health, the
Abuna limited himself to the absolutélyf indispensible. However,
a3 he affirms himself: «they put means to facilitate transporta.
tion at my disposal.»

: Finally, they told him that he. cou}d retum”
. ‘remain in Italy if he so wmhed '

Archhxshop Kyrollos declded to re
i ‘remained until after the return of His. Ma;esty Emperoz' Haﬁe
Sellas51e to EthJ.opxa and the resumption of the negotiations.

5-§CHA PTER IV

The Return of H. M. Emperor Haile
Sellassie I to Ethiopia and the
Resumption of Negotiations with
the Coptic Church in Egypt




1. THE ETHIOPIAN MISSION TO EGYPT.

+ . After the Italian occupation which lasted five years, His
Majesty Emperor. Haile Sellassie I re-entered his capital, Addis

. Ababa, on the 5th of May, 1941.

" His first activities were concerned with the reorganization
of the Empire, and the religious problem was not the least of the

.. problems he had to deal with. He, therefore, resumed relations
_with the Church of Egypt in the hope of reaching a friendly

understending, The same Coptic Synod which had excom-
municated the Archbishop of Ethiopia, Abuna Abrahem, showed
itself tolerant for the time being for it allowed the Etcheguie
Guebreguiorguis to be responsible for the temporary leadership
of ‘the Church in Ethiopia. However, on the other hand, the
Coptic Synod expressed its reproaches and its authority by
suspending any activity of the Bishops of Ethiopia who had

- been nominated without its approval.

: 5 The negotiations started in the month of May, 1942, when
the Emperor sent a delegate to the Coptic Patriarchate to ask for
the return of Archbishop Kyrollos, who had remained in Egypt
after his period of stay in Italy. The Ethiopian delegate explained
to ihe Patriarch the Emperor’s wish to see the Ethiopian Arch-
bishop invested _\;’ith the authority to consecrate bishops.

"':::- The Patri:aféh replied that he was ready to consecrate
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Ethiopian bishops in Cairo, in conformity with the rules laid
down previously since, in accordance with the laws of the Church,
a bishop could not consecrate another bisniop, this ﬁght being re-
served for the Patriarch. Finally, it was decided that Archbishop
Kyrollos would return to Ethiopia and that he be accompanied by
a Coptie deiegatmn He returned on 2lst May, 1942, The three
delegates were:

1) Sadek Pasha Wahba
2) Merrit Boutros Bey Ghali
3) Farag Mikhail Bey Mussa

In this year the Ethiopian Church had nine hxshops and
Archbishop Yohannes. Although the ‘opinions of the population
with regard to the religious policy of the Italians were divergent,
as noted in the previous chapter, the ideology of a certain party
was starting to be felt and to prevai:l. Among other motives, in
consequence of the fact that before the Italian occupation the
Catholics in Ethiopia were 4.000 while after it their number had
risen to 40.000, this group favoured the move towards an
independent Ethiopian Church as ‘an expression of long-felt
national feeling, and as a means to sthpping the growth of Catho-
licism. The writer and poet Kidane Kefle wrote some poetry on
this theme and he became the spokesman of those who sought
a free and independent Ethiopian Cﬁureh. The young generation
in Ethiopia at that time thought that the nomination of an Ethio-
pian archbishop would certainly be a most impertant element in
the re-birth and the development of the country.

" This was the atmosphere in Ethiopia when the Egyptian
delegates arrived in Addis Ababa in the fust days of June, 1942,

; In a series of meetings with the Em‘@em anﬁ"_'mt‘n hlg‘n 'oi: :

ficials of Ethiopia, the most irportant points” coneerns
hnngmg oi t\:xe two Churehesd log
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| the Ethiopian side it was asked, first of all, that the Copnc Synod

should annull the excommunicatien wh;ch wexghed on the
Country, allowing the Ethiopians who had heen consecrated

¢ illegally to resume the functions which they had ‘assumed before
the excommunication had been pronounced.” Also, it was asked

that the validity of the sacraments administered during that
period be recognized and that, at the death of the Egyptian
Coptic Archbishop an Ethiopian Archhishop be nominated.
When the delegates decided to return to Egypt, Abuna Ky-
rollos left them to remain in Ethiopia in his position as Archhi-
shop. Thus, he took up again the post which had been occupied by
Abuna Abraham snd Abuna Yohannes of Ethmpm durmg his

shsence.

On 20th June, 1942, Patriarch Yohannes died in Egypt and

* his chair was occupied temporarily by Abuna Yussab, Archbishop

of Guirga. The Egyptian mission returned to Cau'o on the day
after the Patriarch’s death. _ ‘. P

Under the presidence of Abuna Yussab,:ob 2"6t:h Tune, 1942,
a Synod of the Church of Egypt met and iy :

decree:

DECREE OF THE HOLY SYNOD
WITH REGARD TO THE LIFTI
MUNICATION. g



_ I1Eted for the so«called archbishops, bishops and others who
5 havc aceepted various ecclesiastical functions, with the re-

- turn of each ome of them to the post they were pecupying
pxcvmusiy

3. :Thc blessings given to the faithful who have been l.lmked in
_;_good fuith, to the so-called archhishops and ln?hops. are
il mndércd valid, and their religious acts are considered valid,

‘as if: they had been accomglxshed by a legal ecclesiastical

: null:onty.

It ‘ofie of these archbishops or bishops excercises any ec-
s _:f clesaustmal function, without having been legally demgnated
s by thc religious authorities which have the power to attribute
jthem‘ hy virtue of rules of the Coptic-Orthodox Church, and
by gwriue of its traditions, he is considered te be excom-
mumcatcd and excluded from the Church, equally, any per-
_' rom among the Christian population whe recogmzes its
lers, is also considered as such. g;

.Any ‘uct past or future, of anyone who is not miagreement
with the rules and traditions of the Church, in the relations
of the Church of Ethiopia with the Coptic mothar Church,
it -_and in the submission of the former to the Chumh of Saint
: Mark, is invalid.

However, this decree which annulled the excommumcauon,
was not published in Ethiopia as the nomination of an Ethwpmn
jarchbxshop had not yet been granted. The question, then, was
“held Imck until the nomination of the new Patriarch, Abuna
Maka:ms, who was finally elected after 19 months, on 4th
: Fcbrum_gx, 1944.

Ahﬁnn Makarios was the 114th Patriarch of the See of Saint
Murk. Upder him the negotiations with the Church of Ethiopia
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wera resumed and he sent a letter to Ethiopia about this dated
Ist April, 1944,

On the resumption of the negotiations, the good will of the
two parties was very clear, and a delegation was sent from Cairo

" to Addis —Ababa. Its members were:

1) Ghindy Bey Abdelmalek
2} Iskander Bey Qassabki
3) Assaad Bey Morkos

It was headed by Archbxshop Tlmotswos The E!b;opmn
delegation was composed of members who had been chosen by the
Emperor himself; among them was Eicheguie Guebreguiorguis,
together with five experts in theology. i

The two delegations met from the 16th to the 28th of Iunc,

1944, and discussed the controversial points. When the discus
- #ions ended, the Egyptian delegates returned to Cairo, carrying
" a letter containing the proposals of the Church of Ethiopia. The

letter was addressed to Abuna Makaries, Patriarch of Egypt, and
1t was dated 21 Senie, 1936 E.C. {June 28th, 1944}

The Ietter requested:

1. That HIS Holiness should choose a worlhy man from
among the members of the Ethiopian cEcagy ito become
archh;shop. ;

G2 The creatmn of ‘an Ethiopian Synod which mould have
t{:_e right to choose the bishops whe would be conseerated
by the archbishop nominated by the Patriarclh.

3. 'Iéhaf-the Holy Synod of the Coptic Church would re-
ceive the representatives of the Ethiopian Church and

allow them to participate in the election of the Patriarch
of Alexandria.
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. 4. That the Ethiopian Church should have a permanent -. : represented by the Coptic Archbishop, h& .the:Etcherruie,

seat in the Holy Synod of Alexandria and the represen- : . by the Council of Ministers and the Presidents of the
tatives of the Ethiopian Church should be mvxted to all S O Senate and the Chamber of Deputies and by the twelve
the meetings of the Synod. =~ - - : . ' Rasses of the Empire of Ethiopia. & 7 j;_ .

5. The annulment of the excommumcauons jnflicted on 4. Equally, the Committee did not oppose the :'representa-
the bishops whom the Ethmpmn Church had been o tion of the Ethiopian Church by the Archbishop ond
obliged to choose at the time of the Italian occupation, ; by the Etcheguie in the gatherings of the Holy Synod.
to safeguard its faith, s it had been impossible to. o : 5. The annulment of the excommunication of ihe arch-
municate with the Church of, Alexandna R 3 bishop, the bishops and the other members of the Ethio-

6. The: foundation of a theolaglcal college in Add:s Ababa pian clergy was reconfirmed, as well as the return of each
under the authority of the Patriarch himself, and the one of them to the post he occupledpnor to the excom-
exchange of missions between Egypt and Ethiopis. . munieation. : o

On 1st March, 1945, a Ietter:wri;ten by Abuna Makarios, 6. The exchange of missions and the: creatmn oE & theolo-

addressed to the Church of Ethiopia, arrived in Addis Ababa. _
In it some points were still being dehated, and accordingly a new On 1st September, 1945, Abuna Makarlos died. The whaole

gical college in Ethiopia was approved

letter with new proposals was sent by the Church of Ethiopia to ST question was delayed till the nomination of .the glocum tenens»
the Patriarch of Alexandria, dated 18th Megabxt 1937 E.C. (2'1't1:lE . : ‘ SRR
March 1945). ' ; i Ee

i

: of the Patriarch.

In November, 1945, the representat}ves of the Ethiopian
.7 'Chureh met in Addis Ababa. One of the dec:s;ons taken was to
" send a delegation to Cairo to discuss the proposals. The delibera.

“'tions of the Congress were published in Addis Ahab 'an_Amlmmc. :

The most important points approved by this Holy Synod . : ‘ in the first two numbers of the review of the news 2
'- : .+ : Fthiopian Church, dated 19th November, 1945, ‘and gth January, [;

were:
©.1946, respectively. It was declared that the Ethli)pxan Church -

1. Absolute refusal to allow the _Ch:urch of Ethiopia the S * would be obliged to separate itself from the COPU,C Church 1f 1[5

right to consecrate bishops. -
8 P demands were not satisfied.

2. Absolute refusal to nominate_gn Ethiopian Archbishop. On 9th January, 1946, the Emperor sent a lctter nddrcssed
o Abuna Athanassios, «locum tenensy of the Paumrch of
Alexandria, with an Ethiopian Delegation consisting of H.E.

3. The Ethiopian Church was allowed to participate in the
election-of the, Patriarch of A




.Bla'ita- Mmsw Hazen Wolde Kirkos

_ and HE. Fitawrari Tafesse
Habtenukael '

The Emperors letter, written in French, the 1anguage in
wiuch he prefers to express himself when he has to use a forexgn
language, is! reporte& in full in Appendix N* 1. The early part of
the negonatmns between the two Churches took place in F rench

Later, the English Ianguage was used officially.

: In thJ.s letter the Emperor underlines that with the intention
of. mamtammg the union between the Church of Ethiopia and that

of Alexandrm, the priests ordained during the Italian occupation
had ot been allowed to exercise their functions. Then he gives
ev1dence how, for four years, since the arrival of the delegation
headed by ‘Abuna Timotewos, discussions had taken place to
obtain the reply of the Synod in Alexandria, after which an as-
sembly of all the delegates of the Ethiopian provincial Churches
" had beeni alled, which took place from 9th to 17th Hedar, 1938
E C', (18th land 26th November, 1945), and which had declared
1tself unablq to accept the decisions of the Egyptian Synod

It wﬂs made clear that if the Ethiopian Church did hot sue-
ceed in obt&mmg the rights which it claimed, a division-of the
two Churches might ‘be brought ahout, even though this was
- aga:nst the wxshes of the Ethiopian Church.

He nvsted thereforc, Abuna Athanassios to consider the

quesimn :_arefully and showed him how he hoped to see his de-
legates,” Fitawrarl Tafesse Habtemikael and Blatta Mersze Hazen
\ande Kn :

bs, return mti’x a satisfactory reply.

The I:ih:opmn delcgatmn which brought this letter met
Abuna Kyrollos in Cairo. The questions were negotiated with
the «locum tenensy, Abuna Athanassios. The Holy Synod of the
Coguc Church met under his presidency on 31st January, 1946.

PR

Patriarch of the See of Bt Mark, H. B' Abuna
Basmos {o his lefi, surrounded by members ol the two delegatwns at
the Patnarchate in Cairo.

H.H. Anba Yussa(b' H, Fgypiian Patriarch, receiving a high Ethfopian’

Decoration at the hands of H.E. Blatta Mersie Hazen Wolde Kirkos
and H.E, Fitawrari Tafesse Haplemikael.
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'As a result, t.he Ethmpian Church was granted the nght to have S
an' Ethiopian- Archblshop after the death of Kyrollos, the
: gy.ptmn Archhlshop i

- iThese monks went to Cairo with the above-mentioned dele-
e gates to take part m the election of the Pamarch On 16th May,

tions were underway for the consecrﬁtion of
Bishops, it was requested by the Patriarchate
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to come to any agreement. On 36th  June, 1946_,5'§H.H. Ras
Kassa Hailu, a man of particular prestige, belongiﬁ.ég to the Im-
perial Family itself and respected for ‘His profound religions
 feelings, proposed his mediation to put an end to- ‘the conflict,
_'jf_ask.m.g the Coptxc Church in Cairo to’ sand a mlsswu to . Addis

".Ababa But this mxtmtwe had no succass elther

Thus, the Ethzop:an mission left ' an‘o on 23rd July, and
rriv!ed in’ Addis Ahaba on 3rd Augx‘ig
he rfflatmnshlp between the two Churches, wlnch had become
radu&lly more and more tense, was of nly hroken'_ '

9446. For some time,

THE EXAMINATION OF THE' MOST IMPORTANT
DOCUMENTS RELATING TQ THE NFGOTIATION‘S
BETWEEN THE TWO CHURCHES Rt

in consequence of the demands fo’rmula'ted by fﬁe Eihiopian
;Church in the negotiations which preceded the first decisive step
towards the formation of a National Church the Holy Synod of
the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt, gathering on 3lst
January, 1946, published a document in which it replied in
detail to each of the demands received, and as a result of which
it had taken the decisions already reported on pages 57-58.

The practical consequences whmh srose from this docu-
ment, which is reported in its complete version in Appendxx
Ne 2, were as follows:

1) For the first time in the h;story of the Coptxc Churc”
. after having taken in ccnﬂdf.r:'tlon the mvo}vement ‘0

__:,Ethioplan c‘.elegatmn sent to, C

6), and.trusting i

His Majesty Empetor Haile Seliassxe I (by means of the: .
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«His constant zeal to emsure the continuity of the re-
lations between the two Churches», the Holy Synod of
the Coptic Orthodox Church decided that the successor of
Archbishop Kyrollos would be an Ethiopian menk who
would have all the attributes necessai'y to this post, ap-
pointed by the Apostolic Patnarch of the See of Saint
Mark. (17) :

In fact, this was the first decisive victory of the Ethiopian
Church. After 1600 years the Ethiopians had the right to become
archbishops of their own Church. In effect, this first concession
was the basis for the further nepotiations which were to Jead
the Church of Ethiopia to complete independence.

2) The Synod declared itself opposed to the request of the
Ethiopian Church that the Archbishop of the country
should have the right to consecrate bishops, on the
grounds that it had no right at all to introduce any modi-
fication in the Canon Law. ' :

This decision did net favour the interests of the Ethispian‘
Church. Although the first point was of basic importance for the
future of the Church, the second point limited in a considerable
way that concession, since in practice the Ethiopian Axzchhishop
would continue to depend on Alexandria ¥or the fulfilment of

hiz ecclesiastical functions.

3) The third decision complied w1th ‘the demand of the
Ethiopian Church, for the num}:\er of bishops was in-

' {17) MURAD KAMIL, «La Derniére Phase des Relations Histori

ques entre 1'Eglise Copte d'Egypte Kcelle d'Ethiopie»
(Jusqu'en 1952) (Extrait du Bulletin de Lat Soc1été d'Archéolo-
gie Copte, T. XIV.)) — Le Caire, pages
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'crt_zased from five to seven. However, two of the bishops
still had to be Egyptians, with the proviso that they
should know the Amharic language perfectly.

4) Points four and five conferred on the Ethiopian Church
- the right to participate in the elections of the Patriarch

of the See of Saint Mark as well as in meetings of the
- Holy Synod which would take place in Cairo.

This right of the Ethiopian Church to participate in the
election of Lhé Patriarch was, some years later, to become the

.object of controversy and disunity, as will be seen in the last

chapter.

5) The Egyptian Holy Synod gave its approval to the sixth
‘and seventh demands with regard to the exchange of
missiéns between the priests of the two Churches and

) the est&bhshment of a theological seminary in Addis
: Ababa.
It is to be noted that the last demand especially represented
e great step forward towards the autonomy of the Etinopmn

Church allowing for the preparation of those who would, have
;' responsmxlxty for ecclesiastical affairs. .

6) Fmally, the last decision of the Synod with regard to

the first part of the eighth demand concerning the' nght '
3"__50f the Ethiopian Church to hold a special Holy Synod
in Addxs Ababa, did not at all satisfy the aspirations of -

the lhtter. In fact, the Ethiopian Church was granted
" the right to gather in a regional Congress under the
presadency of the Bishop, to examine Jocal internal ques-

. tlons; but for all matters concerning dogma, rites and
" canon law, it had to address itself to the Holy See in
"Alexandrm
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The second p_‘:t of the eighth demand requasted the annul-
ment af the excommumcatmn of the Bishops consecrated dunng
the permd of the Italian ‘occupation. The Egyptian Synod
gmnted this, coafu'mmg the decision taken previously, but im-
posed these condmons

o a) Those bxsho?s had to ge te Cairo to be consecrated in
:  conformity with the ecclesiastical :laws. [

h) ‘Their number should not exceed f1ve

_ Taken as a who}e, this decument represented some progress
towards antonomy of the Ethiopian Church, but it succeeded in
brmgmg together the two interested parties only temporarily.

However, as recounted above, at the time when the five
Ethiopian monks were supposed to be consecrated in Cairo, having
reiused to sign the declaration which precluded the Archbishop
from consecratmg blshops, a discussion arose which hindered the
contmuatwn of the negotmtmns for a period of about ene year.

Neveriheless httle by little, the desire for agreement was re-
newed, and in June, 1947, the Emperor informed the Patriarch
of his wish to put an end to the conflict existing between the two
Churches, parbcularly over the question of the right of the Arch-

: bmhop to cansecrate bishops.

‘The Patrmrch then nominated a committee whose aim was
to study the quesuon. The Committee presented a report, which
was ap;:roved by thé Holy Synod on 24th July, 1947. The most
lmportant pomts of f_hxs report were:

1. The Etinoplan Archbishop should be grantad the nght

to consecrate Ethiopian Bishops to meet the needs of
: - the Ethmpu_m Church, on condition, however, that each
i - decision of the Ethiopian Synod with regard to the




E"?“f"f?’“r .

et 24 Juillet 1947 {calendrier. grégorien). Il a £t

consecration of Bishops and the selection of pnests for
the episcopacy would be sent to the Patnarch in Cairo,
with the list of the names of the proposed priests, an
indication of their attitudes aud the name of the dioceses
which they would cccupy. It ‘was intended.that the Pa-

triarch should delegate to the Ethxopxan Archbishop, by

means of a decree, the nght of Econsecratmn, in agree
ment with the Blshops of the Et]nopmn Synod

3., One of the most eminent Egyp an:Coptlc Bxshnps shoul
1 “be appointed Delegate of the Patrmrch for Afncan spi

onte or more Bishops.

Consequent to this decree, on lst:March 1948, the Synod

"of the Church of Ethiopia issued the foliowmg document which,
’_E-m consideration of its importance, is quoted hereunder in its
:.engmal

SAINT—SYNODE DE L'EGLISE MONOPHYSITE ORTHO-

DOXE D'ETHIOPIE
Adrhs Abeba, le let Mm 1948.

Au nom du Pére, du Fils et du Samt—Espnt,
un seul Dieu, amen! Bem stnt le Pére qui
nous & accordé toutes Ses graces en Notre
Seigneur Jésus-Christ! '

Le Samt-Synode de PEglise d° Ethlopxe & examiné la cople de
“la décision du Spint-Synode de I'Eglise Copte datée du 17 Hamlé
‘1939’ (calendrier éthiopien}, 17 Abih 1663 (calendrier copte)
pris note du

“sa continuation, En réponse, le Samt Synodﬁ

. .itual questions, with official resulenee in Add:s Ababa;
'He would alse be the envoy: of ‘the Patriarch and the'
protector of the decree relaung to the eonsecrauon of.
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- chapitre se rapportant a «l’amitié existante e tre les Eglises Copte

en et égyptien et de
i }Eghse d’Ethio-

et Ethiopienne» et a celle des peuples éthig

ple commumque ce qui suif:

1. Le Saint-Synode de l’Eghse d’Ethmple 'a donne toute son
attention au fait que, lorsque le Samt-Synode de I'Eglise
Copte a prit sa décision, il avait eu vue d’applanir les!
différends qui avatent pu _exxster ‘jusque-la entre les

deux Eglises, et aussi de prendre sans . hésitation les

mesures nécessaires pour assurer glise éthiopienne
paix et progres.

e 'des ;Jr:eres at

k]

Le Saint-Synode de 'Eglise &’ Ethmpxe-e
Dicu pour que soient préservés les lens' crees depuis plus
de 1600 ans entre les deux Eghges_.‘_pa;' leur attache
ment au Siege de Saint Mare; liens qui unissent les

deux peuples dans la foi 'en un amour fra’ternel.

3. Se hasant sur les négociations qui eurent heu entre les
délégués éthiopiens et le Patriarcat dnrant 1a per:ode ol
Amba Athanasius assuma les fonctmns ‘de ’locum
tenens’, le Saint-Synode de iEghse d’Ethlopxe exprime
le désir que les différends exzstamhs entre les deux

Eglises soient reglés anucalement de la fagon suivante:

a) Le Saint-Synode de 'Eglise d‘Ethzopm convient que
les futurs évéques qui, selon 1es circonstances et les
nécessités, et tenant compte de leur capacite, expé:
rience et valeur morale, et apres iapprohahon de Sa
Majesté I'Empereur 4’ Ethiopie, seront choisis parmi
les moines des couvents, desimonasteres, ou bien

parmi ceux qui sont affectés au service du culte, ou

bien parmi les évéques, soient sacrés par Sa Saintetd:
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.Patr:iarche d'Alexandrie, héritier du Siégg de
Bajnt Marc, 11 veste eptendu que le premier arche-

{6 fie sera consacré qu'apres la mort de Sa Béati-
Archevique Kyrolles.

Sainteté 1o Patriarche d’Alexandrie sacrera
evéque éthiopien &lu par le Saint-Synode de
I’Eg ‘d’Ethiopie et porteur de Lettres de Créancs
“'de Sa Majesté I'Empereur d'Ethiopie et 1u1 donnexa
8a henedlctmn apostolique.

.La décision du Saint-Synode de PEglise Cep!e ri’accorder

. : l’Eghse d’Ethiopie. De méme, le Saint-Synode ‘de 1'Eglisa
- ‘A’Ethiopie enregistre avec plaisir la reconnaissance par Sa
Spinteté le Patriarche et par le Saint-Synode de son

utorité pour continuer de régir les affaires ide I'Eglise

lon les nécessités des temps.

Le 'Samt-Synnde de I'Eglise d'Ethiopie declare avec plamr
qu’ﬂ mst prét  se mettre d’accord sur les points summts :

'2) Les moines qui seront proposés & la dlgmte d’évéques
seront choisis par les fidéles, sous la direction du
Saint-Synode de I'Eglise d’Ethiopie, soit dans les
monastéres ou les églises, soit parmi ceux qui sont

capacités,

au service du culte, en raison de leurs
expérience et haute valeur morale, suivant les pre-
scriptions des canons de I'Eglise.

'b) Aprés approbation de leur nomination, p

I'Empereur d’Ethiopie ces premiers évégques se ren-

a I’Archevéque éthiopien le pouvoir de sacrer les évéques
3 (oskofs), en nombre déterminé par les besoins spirituels ©
. du pays, a été bien accueillie par le Saint-Synode de’
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dront en Egypte pour étre sacrés: ils seront oints par
Sa Samtete le Patriarche d'Alexandrie. Cependant,
& lavemr, la consécration d'évéques pour I'Ethiopie

se-fera par Sa Béatitude V'Archevéque Ethmpien.

<) Le -Samt-'%vnode de YEglise d'Ethiopie est d’accerd
Paurw que Sa Béatitude 1 Archevique ethmpxen com-
mumque directement 7 notre Pere dans la foi, 52
Samtete e Patriarche d'Alexandrie, les nﬂms des

_éviques consacrés selon les rites de l’Eghse, et leur
s'ege '

5. Vu que les deux Eglises, ethmgxenua et copte, sont
attachées au méme Sitge de Saint-Marc et sont unies
par 1;3 mémes liens religieux, le Saint-Synode de
I'Eglist d' Ethiopie ne voit pas de raison d’accepter
un autre délégué supplémentaire, Le Saint-Synode do
I'Eglise d'Ethiopie est d'accord pour que le mo&él,e
d’e'ngagement ci-joint, signé par les: évéques: qui ‘ae-
ront consacres maintenant ou &' lavemr soit envoyp )
& Sa :Sainteté le Patriarche dAiexandrle Lqui }eur
transmettra sa henedlctmn par "8a Béatitude lArchP-
véque ethmpxen

6. Ainsi Qu’il a été établi ci-dessus & Varticle 5, Je Saint
Synode. de I'Eglise d'Ethiopie ne peut accepter l'en-
voi, en plus de: Archevéque éth’iol;_ien, d'un repré.
senta;nt ou d'un délégué spécial aupres du, gouverne-
ment Imperml d’E’thaopie, dont la /tAche  serait de

_ part.lcaper ‘au nom de 'Sa Bainteté le Pamnrche ala

' nomination des ‘éveques, Au cas olt le Patriarcat

VOlldl'aif. suivre l'exemple du Vat;can, Etat temporel,

qu1, a ece titre, a des representatmns diplomauques
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}?as du . ressort de l‘Eghse el':: iop

referée ‘an Mxmstere des Affa_ Etrangires par la :
- voie:. d;plomahque En consequence, le Samt-Synode-
‘de I’Eghse d‘Ethmple n'est pas en mesure’ de donner

“son consemement & lenvoi: d’un delégué apeclal

egyptxen en résidence permanente h Addis Aheha

" Addis Absba, 22 Yekatit 1940 CE {ler Mars, 1948)
(Sesl of the Holy-Synod of the Church of Ethmpm)

follow the signatures of:
-— H.B. Abuna Ishaak
— Neibur'ed Guebre Maskal, Nibure’ ed of Tigré Axum Tsion
—-Like Seltanat Melektu, Church of the Holy Trinity, Addls

' Ababa

— Tsebathe Tinmma Lisan, Delegate cf the Churches in Addls

——

Ababa

Memher Ras Worg, Delegate of the Churches of Shoa :

Aleka Tammene Aggidaw, Delegate of the Churches of Wolio

Melake Berhan Admasu, Delegate of the Churches in Gf)jjam

Aleka Mersha, Delegate of the Churches of Beguemder:

— Aleka Markos Tewolde Medhen, Delegate of the Churches of
Tigré .

Aleka Desta Negaw, Delegate of the Churches of Harar

Membher Zeffere Berhan, Memher of Zuguala

Guebre Menfes Queddus, Delegate of the Monastery of Shoa:

Memher Guebre Mariam, Membher of the Monastery of

Dima Guiorguis, Gojjam

— Memher Philateos, Memher of the Monastery of ermla
-, Mariam, Gojjam..

nne, ‘_elle do;t btre

‘1. The consecration of the Ethmpxan Arcb

Through this decree, the Holy Synod of Ethmpm accepted
1 the decisions of the Synod in Alexand.rm, dated - 24th July.
47, except the one which referred to the - Beiegate of -the |
Patriarch with official residence in Addis Aha: o

the Holy Synod of the Church of Ethiopis
of His Holiness the Patriarch of Alexapdri

grant the Ethiopian Archbishop thg wer 1o consecrate
bishops in accordance with the s;imtual needs uf the

Cauntry

_ Moreover, the Synod of the Church of -Ethmpm declared
. useif ‘ready to come to an agreement on the fe!}owmg points:

chosen by the faithful under the leadershlp of the Holy
Synod of the Church of Ethiopia. .

. After approval of their namlnatwn hy the Emperor of

Ethiopia, these first bmhops shall go to Egypt to be
consecrated by His Holiness the Patriarch of Alexandria.
However, in the future, the new l:nshops shall receive
their consecration at the hands of His Beatitude ‘the
Archhishop of Ethiopia. o

. The Ethiopian Holy Synod accepts that H.B. the Arch-

bishop communicates to His Holiness the Patriarch of
Alexandria the names and the seats of the Bishops con-
secrated following the rites of the Church

The point which met an ahﬁolute refusal on the part of the
Ethiopian Church was, as has been stated: above, the question of
the delegate of the Patriarch in Addas Ababa, Basmg themselves
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ﬁf

. The decision of the Holy Synod of then Ca}_)nc Church o,

1. The monks proposed for the rank of hishop shall be’
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_on the commumty of the Patriarchal Seat of the two C‘nnrchaa,
the unity of the religious links, the Ethiopians. saw no
]usnfy the permanent residence of a special delegate in

i the Pamarch of Alexandria should want to iollnw the

sa.ilc_ ed the approvai which the Ethmpmn Synod had given to
the decreea of the Egyptian Synod, except for that refating to its
delcgate. In Iuly, 1948 new Ethiopian delegates were sent to
Caxro '

the Vaucan which, as a temporal State, has diplomatlc

0 thg 26th of the same month, the Patriarch of Alexandria

The Solu ___ion of the P;'o'blem

CHAPTER V.




\. THE NOMINATION OF THE FIRST ETHIOPIAN
ARCHBISHOP (18) FEIE

Subsequent to the negotiatmns anaIy'zed n the previous
chapter, on 13th July, 1948, an agreement was mnde in Cairo,
7, by which the Ethiopian Church was granted the right to have
y :_ ian Ethiopian Archbishop. Since the year 327 A.D.y ‘when Ethio:
K ";pm was converted to Christianity, such ‘s step had never been

“recorded. : o :
: The document was countersigned oz% the Et_hiopian side on
“the 24th July, 1948. In view of its decisir?k_ifx:algpbrtance it i
. thought useful to quote the full text of this égrechient below:
«LE PATRIARCAT COPTE ORTHODOXE
Le Caire,- |

13 Juillet, 194f

Au nom .du Perr.,fdu Fils et du
Saint Espnt, 5

Un seul : Dieu, Ainsi soit-il

Vu les décisions précédemment prises ;gyar le Snmt Synodl

" . (18) The documentation of the negotxanons reported in thi

chapter is to be found partly in: ;

MURAD KAMIL, La Derniére Phase des Relatmm tlistorique
entre I'Eglise Copte d'Egypte et cei[e ‘&Ethiopic {jus
qu'en 1952); Bulletin de la Socxet Archéolog:e Cople
T, XIV, Le Caire, 1958; and partiy, !

THE FIRST PATRIARCH OF ETHIOP?IA ‘Berhanenra Si

lam Printing Press — (1956 E.C.} - ddis Ababa 1964,




Chapter V

" concernant la définition des relations entre I'Eglise Copte
il Orthodoxe d'Alexandrie et 'Eglise d'Ethiopie, les conversa-
.tions qui ont ensuite eu lieu et déférant au désir formulé

par I'Eglise d'Ethiopie, le Saint Synode Copte Orthodoxe a

- adopté les dispositions ci-dessous, régissant les relations en-

tré i’Eglise d'Ethjopie et I'Eglise d’Alexandrie, et surtout en
"ce qui concerne le choix et la conséeration des Archeveques'

¥ et Evéques Ethlopzens

[ _‘_est entendu qu'aucun archevéque Ethiopien: ne sera
: consacré qu'aprés le décés de Sa Grandeur P’Archevéque Ky-
.+ rollos.

2 2) La conséeration et la bénédiction Apostolique de PArche-

g . véque d'Ethiopie, élu par I'Eglise d'Ethiopie et perteur de
_'Lettres de Créance de Sa Majesté 'Empereur sera du res-
' éxclus:f et la prérogative de Sa Sainteté le Pape et Pa-
chga d’Alexandrie, héritier du Siege de Saint Mare.

3 L.izs_v préposés & la dignité d’Episcopat seront choisis parmi
efnes des monastéres et des Eglises suivant les prescrip
tions ‘des canons de 'Eglise. L'élu doit étre connu par ses
.'c ac:tes, expenence et haute morale,

4y
 Evéques Ethiopiens suivant le besoin de PEglise: pour la

‘L’Archevéque d’'Ethiopie sera autorisé & consacrer, les

: direction spirituelle du peuple. Toutes les fois que I'Eglise

d’Ethiopie se propose de consacrer des évéques et 'choisii les

' f'mmnes remplissant les qualités requises, cette pmposmon .

:'ﬁsera soumise &u Pape d’Alexandrie, Patriarche "du Saege
i je% aputudes des moities proposés pour I’epmcopat ainsi
: 'dvéché qui sera confié & chacun d’eux, et ]approbatmn

aint Marc; accompagnée d'une liste contenant les noms

Mageste I’Empereur d'Ethiopie.

The Solution of the Probiem ki)

Le Pape et ?atriarch‘e rendra une ordonnance Patriarcale
autorisant I’Archevéque Ethiopien a procéder avee le con-
cours des Evé.ques_g et déléguant I'Archevéque pour leur
donner la bénédiction Apostolique et ce, aprés qu'ils au-

raient signé l'engagement suivant:

«Nous nous engageons & rest¢r fideles & notre foi reli-
gieuse Copte-Orthodoxe Tewahedo de 1'Eglise d’Alexan-
drie, Siege de I’Evangéliste Saint Mare; Nous nous enga-
geons @ respecter les canons et les traditions de notre
Eglise qui nous furent transmis par les Apdtres, les Trois
cent-dix-huit du Concile de Nicée et les péres de I'Eglise.

Nous respectons et considérons le Pape et Patriarche
d’Alexandrie, successeur de I'Evangéliste Saint Mare, com-
me notre Patriarche et Pape. Nous nous engageons & ne

; pas nommer un Patriarche ou un Métropolite d’Ethiopic
{Likepapasat) sans l'assentiment de Sa Sainteté le Pape
et Patriarche d’Alexandrie. :

Nous nous engageons & respecter le présent serment.»

Jusqu'a la conséeration de 'Arctievéque Ethiopien, la
cousecratmn des évéques Ethiopiens auxqueis Sa Majesté
iEmpereur aura donné son approbation popr teur nomina-
tion sera effectuse par le Pape et Patnarche d'Alexandrie

et celd’ apres leur signature de Iﬁngagement ‘ei-dessus

cclesmst:que ‘de la part du Puape et Patnarche
&’Alexandné sssumera la liaison entre l'EgIme d’Alexandrie
et celle d’ Ethiopie. De par ses atiributions, il communique-
ra & I'Archevéque Ethiopien l'ordonnance patriarcale Ini

autorisant la consécration de nouveaux évéques et trans-
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mettra au Pape et Patriarche d’ﬁieﬁlmdrie I'engagement oi-
haut mentionné donné par les eveques et le proces'verhai de
leux oomecratmn. : :

S

6) Les Dignitaires compétents cie I’Eghse d‘AIexandne et
fde I’Eghse d’Ethiopie sont charges, chacun en ce qui le

; f:onceme, de 'exécution des presentes decmmns.

|

i Fait au Patriarcat Copte
P k Au nom de 'Eglise d’Ethiopie

et selon autorisation de

S. M PEmpereur

sxgne. Gabre Gheorghis

Etchéghié d'Ethiopie

Vu & la Légation Impériale d’Ethiopie au Caire pour cer-

tifier la conformité de la traduction amharique au texte

Jfrangais et paur authentifier la sxgnature des Evéques Ethio-

-piens. :

signé: Taffassa Habte-Mikael

Ministre d'Ethiopie

In this agreement reference is made to the decisions already

taken by the Holy Synod: to define the nature of the links he-
tween the Church of Ethiopia and that of Egypt.

The method of selection and the consecration of the Ethio-
pian Archbishops and Bishops is. made clear. The necessity for
respecting the regulations with regard to nominations, the duty
to observe the canons of the Church, as well as the duty to keep
in mind thz capacity, the experience and the moral worth of
the future e%ect, is repeated. Furthermore, the approvaiiof His
Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia is required. The eonsecration
ck until '
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: .:of Archbishop Kyrollos.

The Patriarch of Alexandria, successor of St Max-k reserves

“‘[or himself ths consecration of each Archbishep, whxle a}lowmg
~'that each one be approved by His Majesty tlitf;_Empemr. More. "
. ‘over, the right of the Church of Ethiopia to meet its own spiritual
" ‘needs through consecration, by the ArchEzsha of Ethiopia, of ,
“.alt the Bishops necessary to ensure the spu'i'

gmdance of thc
faithful of Fthiopia, is recognised.

Thus, no division is created between th o Churehes, be-
cause that of Ethiopia must always retain its d%pendence on that

“of Egypt to which it has to submit each new ammmauon, accom:

panied by the approval of His Majesty the Emperor ‘of Ethiopia.
The limits and the competence of the Archhzsiwp of Ethiopia in
the religious guidance of his Church and his loyalty to the

Patriarchate of Saint Mark, are thus fixed. The mclusmn in the _

. ‘agreement of a specific declaration of fazth and the promise to

remain loyal to the Coptic religion is 1mportant

Finally, it was decided to institute the" nommatlon of an

;' ecclesiastic, whose duty would be to keep the links between the
two Churches alive so that the agreement wonici not be violated. |

- The two parties engaged themselves to honour the conditions -
" agreed to. It is to be noted that there was n¢ reference in this

i:e the official re-

documment to the fact that Addis Ababa sho
a, for the Elhm-?;

‘sidence of the delegate of the Patriarch, wh
“pians, would have had political significance o ]
Eihiopian monks_i
were consecrated on July 25th, 1948. The)!i ,}x\ﬁ already been pro..
posed in 1946 and they were destined for thi i ioceses indicated:

Tn conformity with this agreement, 'f'ig

=T

1) Abuna Basilios (Etcheguw Guebm Gmorgms) for Shoa
2) Abuna Mikael (M.G. Woldekidan) -for Gondar




3) Abuna Tewoflos (L.SM. Woldemariam) for Harar
"Abuna Yakob (M.Q. Berhan G. Tzadik) Lequemt
Abuna Timotewos (M.G. Woldehawariat} Yii’ga'AIem

: Fmally, the attempts at understanding, which had been

- gomg& ‘on over the centuries, were crowned with success. Ethmpm
cnuld, ope to have, in the near future, an Archblshop born’m

Eth;gpia, ,These hopes were manifested when, after the death in
Cai

and gt that time Bishop of Shea, was nominated Archbishop of
Ethlépg . ‘After approval by the Emperor, he was elevated to the

dlgnﬁy of Metropolitan of Ethiopia by Anba Yussab II, Patriarch -

of AIexandr:a, on 13th January, 1951, in Cairo.

_ "pr the first time in the history of the Church, an Ethiopian
per a_ ently occupied this supreme ceclesiastical pesition. The
Eth pxans grected the event with jubilation and celebrated it

wx_ih solemn ceremonies.

: .On his return from Cairo the new Archbishop, Abuna Basi-

_ l!os, received a warm welcome during his short stay at Asmara
airport,One of those who weleomed him was Kashi Melakeselam
-Dxmetros, a prominent leader of the clergy and founder of
({_Mal?}éer Hawariat» which means «Association of the Apostles».
This {dssociation has founded schools and is actively occupied
 with '
- pa;ndiiagiand consolidating the prestige of the Ethiopian Coptic

the presching of the Gospel, with the principal ‘aim of ex-

Churth Ina long speech, Kashi Melakeselam Dlmetros underlip-
cd thy
Chur of Ethiopia and as a sign of the benevolence of the Lora

mportance of the event as witnessing the greatness of tﬁe

é “Addis Ababa the new Archbishop was received with

thonours and the population sung songs of joy in the

Chapter V

{ Abuna Kyrollos, 110th Egyptian Archbishop of I:thlop;ﬂ
on 22nd October, 1950, Abuna Basilios, previously :Etcheguie .

“r
1
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._égreets. The cerémeny of the investiture was held in the Palace.
" Their Imperial Majesties received the new Primate of Ethiopia,
'é:t_énding. A'par:t from the members of the Imperial Family, high

S{ate officials,'Ministers, representatives of diplomatic missions
to Fthiopia and the representative of the Greek Orthodox Chureh,
Mgr Nlche[as, Archhishop of Axum, were present/ On that

" ~historic day,. the 19th of January, 1951, thesArchbishop and
:_Metropohtan of Ethiopia, Abuna Basilios, delivered al speerh ad-
‘dressed to His Ma;esty the Emperor of Ethiopia. The speech is

reporied in fuli in the Appendix N 3 in its English version.

In this speech, Abuna Basilios, the Ethiopian Archbishop,
recalled the glorious past of his Country and the contribution of
the Rulers to the consolidation of the Ethiopian Coptic Church.
He praised the patient, and constant efforts of His B Majesty Em-
peror Haile Sellassie 1,jwhich crowned the most profound aspira-

“" ‘ions in the hearts of the Ethiopian ‘population, to acquire the

right te have an Ethiopian Archbishop as head of their Church.
The Abuna recalled also the words of the Emperor on 22nd July,
1948, after the agreement established between the two Churches:
«lt is necessary that the greatness of Ethiopia and its civil pro-

gress walk side to isuie with its spiritual wealth.»

Finally, the Archbishop underlined the gccd relations ex:st
ing between the Egyptian and the Ethiopian Churches, with
special reference to the Patriarch of Alexandria, Yussab II. He
implored God’s blessing on the Emperor and on Ethiopia.

On the same day, other speeches were delivered by H. E. the
Prime Mipister, Bitwedded Makonnen Endalkatchew (see Ap-
pendix N 4} and, finally, to crown the ceremony, by HM. the

Emperor of Ethiopia. (see Appendix N°5)
On 2nd September, 1951, with the approval of the Patriarch
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1) Abuna Tedawos (Membher Zcffere Berhan} Gers

2) Abuna Gabriel (Tscbate Tekle Gulorgms) Wello

3} Abuna Filippos (Like leawunt Guehreat} Ierusaiem
4} Abuna Markos — Eritrea A

5) Abuna Corgorms (Memher Guebre Guxorguis) ]unma

The Church of Fthmpm could now hegm its hlstory as an
independent church. It was able to cnlarge the field 'of its activi-
ties and it had already five Ethminan bishops ordained by the
Archhishop of Ethiopia. The Emperor himself underlined the
importance of this in his speech from the Throne dehvered on
3rd November, 1951. i ‘

New hishops could be cdinsecratec_l whenever necessary. In
the month of May, 1953, Abuna Basilios consecrated three
further bishops: Abuna Sawiros, Abuna Markos and Abuna
Lukas. G

2. NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE CHURCH OF ETHIO- |
PIA AND THE CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA OVER THE

ELECTION OF THE 116TH PATRIARCH OF THE
CHURCH OF SAINT MARK. B . ‘ :

As a result of the nomination of the fu-st Ethiopian Arch-

‘bxshop, effected solemnly in the year 1951, the Ethiepian Chuarch
seon attained great prestige, not least in its relationship with its
Mother Church of Alexandria. Ethiopian: participation in the life
of the whele Ceptie Church was becoming more compiete and

_decisiv

_ of Aﬂexnndna, Aimna Basxlms consecrated five Bxshops and as:
' s;gned them to the adm.tmstratmn of the fo'ilowmg dwceses i

(RPN
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The Church of Ethiopia felt keenly the it jportf.@u:lce of its

: newly aequired position. In 1956, serious mteriﬁ «discords arose
-' :m the Patriarchate of Alexandria itself, which, {éd to Ethiopian
: ;'medmt}on In that year, as Mr. Melek, the pmrate ‘secretary of
the Patriarch was charged with serious adrmmsﬁrénve megulari-
: ties, the Patriarch of Alexandria, Anba Yussab,,was obliged to
o o Iéave the seat of the Patriarchate to retire to thé convent from . -
_whzch he came, after interventionion the pa
. Government which had been asked to intervene by‘ a strong dele-

ganon of Egyptian Copts who were| d;scontent anc{ dec:ded to get

by force. S b

rmed of the
followmg Ethiopian Bishops: .

1} Abuna Tewoflos — Bishop of Harar

2} Abuna Markos — Bishop of Gojjam
3) Abuna Yakob — Bishop of Lekemt

4) Abuna Timotewos — Bishop of YirgajAlem
5) Abuna Luquas — Bishop of Assela
6) Abuna Gorgorios — Bishop of Kaffa
7) Abuna Filippos -— Bishop ef JerusaieE

i These Bishops went to the convent of D}hﬁ-e Qusquam in
Lgypt, and after meeting the Patriarch of, § mmndna, they
declded that he should be restored to his patna chal seat. How-
ever, at the time he was due to return to his res rlence, other dif-
ficulties and complications arose as a result of w!#ich he retired to
e Coptlic Hospital in Cairo and the Ethiopian Bz

Frem the Convent of «Al Muharraq», to, wiuch he had re-
tired, the Patriarch asked for the mediation of )he Church of
:Ethlopm, which had participated in his electmn_ ‘m'a letter ad-
_ dressed to His Majesty Emperor Haile Sellasste I Consequently,
" in June 1956, a delegation left for Ca;ro It w '

——

the Egyptmn :




~return to:Ethiopia.-'The Patriarch, Abuna Yussab, remamed in
. hosp:tai for about five-months. He died on 13th November, 1956,
_gé of 82 fanid was buned in the Church of Samt Mark

sih

a Chnrch in the'3 years which foHowed the nommanon of

esold honds whmh tied it to the See of Samt Mark and| it
ed, }hard A0 prenarv& them.

b ;
From right to Ieft: HwE Blatta Mersie  Hazen Wolde Kirkos; H.E.

Dedjazmatch Makonnen ‘Pesta; H. H. Dedjazmatch Asrate Kasss, Presi-

dent ot the Ethlopian’ Delegation; H.B. Abuna Tewoflos; H.B. Abuna

Luguas {(all from the Etniopian Delegation); sitting at the far gnt_l of the

talile ts H, E. Merrit Boutres Bey Ghali, trom the’ Egypiian Delegation.

T
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On the Egyptian Coptic side, haivever, in these same y_ea;rs,i

tonomy of the daughter church in such short timi However, the
" first concession of 1948, had already shown th path which the
Ethiopian Church was to follow. Thus, in the 13% ers -which will |
‘be examined later, it will be noted that there also rose some very
j'.crltmal moments in the relations between the t Churches which
l ”were gradually overcomne, thanks to the good will & 1d efforts of

:both sides and the great patience and the dehmte tact of the

;Emperor of Ethiopia.
: ' :_ At the beginning, the Ethiopian Church d ed to send det
;Iegates to Egypt to diseuss the problem of Ethig _ai!'n' articipation
‘in the choiee of the Patriarch with the mterested partles For
‘this recason various lctters were exchanged betwepn the two

: Churches.

Meanwhile, in March 1958, the Egyptians':;nominated the
rvise the elec

five members of the committee which would su
_tion, and their names were published in the presé. The election
“awas to take place in April of that year, but in v
of the Ethiopian delegates, the Committee dec:de{i, on_ 28th April,

1958, to postpone the date of the election of the Patriarch by one

f the absence

month.

On 5th May, Abuna Athanassios wrote. a:l tter to Emperor
: . _ . Haile Sellassie I, asking him to send the narn s of the delegates
':‘ who were to participate in the clection of the Pihtriarch, adding .

that the Egyptian Synod had decided to do not» ng without the ;

L ':consxstmg of the following persons, under the 1
: Ded_]azmatch Asrate Kassa, :
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1) H.B. Abuna Tewoflos

2) H. B. Abuna Luquas :
3} H. E. Blatta Mersie Hazen Wolde Kirkos
'4) H.E. Dedjazmatch Makonnen Desta.

_The delegates left on 24th May, 1958, and from May 29th
Tuly 13th they held fourteen meetings with the Egyptians. The
: must important points which they discussed were:

‘1‘
' 8) — On the Ethiopian side the right of votes for the
Ethiopians in proportion to the number of Christians.

H

— The non diserimination among candidates for the
Patriarchate of Alexandria, be they Egyptxans or
Ethiopians.

— The assignment of responsibility for . the election

and for religious affairs only and entirely .to the
Holy Synod. . '

h) « On the part of the Egyptians, the prmc:tple of limit-

ing the number of Ethiopians in the eiectmn

— The fact that the Patriarch of A]exandna shaulci
always be Egyptian,

'i;.\fter much discussinn, a pmtocol was signed on 21st July,

he candidates had been nominated only by the Egyptians,
v had to be re-elected. If this proposal was no't.:eccepted, the

Jlowing day they consigned to Abuna Athansssios ai-letter gen
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" opportunity ishould be given to the Ethiopians to nominate their
own candadates themselves.

The various proposals were examined in Adrhs Ababa and,

for fear of a separation between the two Churches, the pmpasal

© © of the Egypt;an majority was accepted.

After havmg asked the Egyptians to promulgate the elec

toral law, a meeting of the Committee was called for the first §days
‘of September This date was later postponed to the 3rd of Octo-
“Iber, 1958, so as to receive a reply from the Eth.lop:ans ‘

The Ethmpmns had prepared a list of 18 peraom. But since
the candldates had already been nominated, it was thought suf-

“ficient to send only three delegates: H.B. Abuna Luquas, H. E.

Blattas Mersle Hazen Wolde erkos and Like le.awunt Mahari

- Terfe, whe went to Caire On 28th September, 1958 The other
= two members of the Ethiopian Commitiee, Abba; Teklemanam

and Lt. Coi Tamrat Tesemma were already in Cmro On the 501
t’by

the Archhashop and by the Emperor of Ethioy

On Octoher 9th of the same year,. dun ithe seci eating
Abuna Athanassma announced the suspens n! ofthe negoéiatidn's !
unti] the; electoral law was promulgated and: he asked the Ethio-
plan delegates to be so kind as to have patlence and wait a bit
more. But after havmg waited for a month, the Ethiopians:an-
nounced that they were returning to Addis Ababa. Thus they

left on 31st October, 1958, carrying a letter from Abuna Athenas

+ sios who, very sorry for this delay, wroie a }etter of a;:ology to

the Emperor ot} 23rd October, 1958 - ;

_ On 25th December, 1958 Abuna Aihanassms, Archbishop
" of Beni Suef and Bahnasa, «locum tenens» of the Patriarch,
" senta further letter to the Ethmp:an Archbxshop, Abuna Basilios.

b
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(Seé Appendix N¥* 6). In this letter, the «locum tenens» of the
Patriarch of Alexandria notified the decision:tékan by the Coptic
Chiurch to procede with the election of the. :Patriarch in con-
famnty with the old electoral law, adding that now the time
was ripe to nominate a Patriarch, in consideration of the time
which had elapsed since the death of Abuna Yussab.

‘Certainly, this letter could not satisfy the wishes of the

. Ethiopian Church which had determined ta manifest its right to

. equality with the Copts in the election of the Patnarch of the
" See of Saint Mark.

Following this letter, on 24th Yekatit, 1951, E.C, (3rd
March, 1959), (See Appendix' N° 7), Abuna Basiltos sent his
reply to the Coptic Abuns, announcing that as long as the rights
of the Ethiopian Church were not respected, the Ethiopian
Church would aet mdepende:;tly from the Church of Alexandria.

The terms were clear: if its rights were not respected, the

Ethiopian Church would not partitipate in the election of the
new Patriarch and, moreover, it could not recognize him as its
Supreme Spiritual Father. In spite of this decision, Abuna Basi-
lios of Ethiopia affirmed in the same letter the unity of faith and
the brotherly love towards Abuna Athanassios and implored the
blessing and the guidance of the Ahmghty on the two Churches.

Between the 17th.and t!}e '9§h
tians, thhéut the ﬁsrncxpauon of X
Patmrch the three monks who had the iughest numhar of
votes, A"bbn Mina,
secratmn of ‘the Patrmrch was due to take:place on 26th April
" of that yesr, but sinee the Egyptians wished that the Emperor
of Ethiopia would send a representative, the date of the cere-

‘mony was postponed 1o Maj 10th qg _thg; same year.

The S:_q_lution of the Froblem

' ceremony of consecration was to take place.on lﬁth May, 1959,

: . that é)f_Alexaudria, which had lasted for 1609 yeafg, were in
f?ApuI L1959 )‘.he Egn).

: danger of being broken.
-Ethmpmns, eIected as’ T Tt

abbiot of the\Monastery of 8t. Minas. The con- ..

e

L

In the meantime, Abuna Athanassios wrote a letter to the
Emperor on 20th April, 1959, (see Appendix IN° Bj, ihvil{ng His
Majesty to the ceremony of comsecration, well aware, after
having received the letter of the Ethiopians of 24 Yekatit, 1951,
E.C. (3rd March 1959}, which was :epbﬁed abe\:'e, that he

would not come. 3

_In this letter, the Egyptian Abuna notified tha Empemr of
the result of the elections, affirming that on 17th at}d"' 9th April,
from among the three candidates who had the maj :
votes, «God had chosen Al-Kommos Mina Al-Baramu:
of Alexandria and Patriarch of the Chureh of St ]ﬁarkn The

in the Cathedral of 8t. Mark in Caire.

~ Ato Ketema Yifru, Private Seeretary to the Emperor had,
however, already sent a letter (see Appendix N 59)-’,_: on 22nd
April,” 1959, to Athanassios, Archbishop of Be %Sugf and
Bahnésa, wlocum tenense of the Patriarch, in whic!ji.tﬁe decision
of the Church of Ethiopia and that of the Imperiai Q&vemment
to abstain from participating in the cereinony of the: eleétion of
the 116th Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria was decgswely con-
firmed.

‘Thus, the relations between the Church of E;}liopin an&

TI—IE NOMINATION OF ABUNA BASILIO
PATRIARCH OF ETHIOPIA.

The election of the new Patriarch, Abuna M
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st f a new phase in the relationship betwee;l} the; 'qutic
' ‘Churches of Egypt and Ethiopia. S

§1e modest and balanced personality of the néw Patnarch
‘towards a reconciliation between the two, Chmches and
al solution of the problem. On 7th May, 1959 he wrote
Tetter to the Emperor which, in view of the Soverexgns

nimous spirit, was bound to be received aympathehcally

buna starts the letter, quoting, after invoking the Holy

:a verse from Psalm 133 and the epistle to the Ephesians

(4 1 \: )}, in which the beauty of brotherhood, in the unity of faith

‘ and 0fz Dbaptism, under one God and Father of all, is underhned
(See Appendlx N 10).

i In his letter, the Patriarch explains to the Emperor of Ethio-
p:a‘his concern for the salvation of the souls and: the mission

;entrusied to him by Jesus Christ, founded on the true principles

|

cof love, loyalty and peace. He expresses, moreover, his wish to
tak 'an interest, along with the Holy Synod, in' the well-being

the needs of the beloved Ethiopian Church as soon as pos-

v ‘sxbla and again he begs the Emperor gracxously to send an

: \Ethmplan delegation to the historic ceremony of his; consecratmn,
: wh h: was to be held on the 10th of May, 1939.

I AsE arranged, the new Patriarch was consecrated on the first
=Sum:’mjr,( after Easter, in the Church of Saint Mark assuming the
ie of Kyrollos VI, 116th Patriarch of the See of Seint Mark.

o The new Patriarch, Abuna Mina A}l-Motawahed Al-Bara-
: .fmd..tssl, was born in Damanhour, Egypt, on the 8th of August,
5_’[9 2. After he had finished his secondary school studies, he en-
;:ter_cgi the monastery of Baramous at Wadi Al-Natroun in July,
1927 In 1931 he was ordained priest; he felt a vocation for

‘na

. .soli_:tjaxfy life. Then he specialized in the ascetic works of Mar

: The Solutiur:n of the Problem ‘a1

i .
i f

- 1shaak the Syrmn, makmg of them hxs 1deai After he ha&
“studied at the Theological School of the monks in Helwan, near

: Cairo, he withdrew in 1931 to a life of sohtude, living in a cave
‘mear the Monastery of Baramous in W&dl Al—Natroun. ‘

In 1936 continuing l'ns solitary: hfe, he moved 1o an anc;ent

. wind-mill” sxtuated on the top of the Moqatam Hill near Old
: ‘Cairo, where he ‘consecrated an altar at which he could carry ot
“the liturgical functions daily. It was then, that many people, espe-
_cially the sick and spiritually needy, started to climb up the hill
:'to implote his prayers and blessings. In his fre? txme he dedicated
/. himself ‘to copymg hiblical verses of holy monks, pumng them
' : ;at the dmposai of the visitors for meduatmn

In 1942 he waé nominated Abbot of the Menastery of St.‘ )
Samuel Al-Kalamoun. He gave new life to the monastery and he
: had some churches bmlt In 1947 he built the church of St. Mina o
.V in OM Calro and he ‘erected a hostel for Christian university
' students. A_s__ stated above, on 19th April, 1939, he weas elected

Patriarch and he was consecratec'i‘:' on 10th May, 1959.

Al rhese bwgraph;cai data show, in general terms, his per-
sonality and his interest in the welfare of the Church. It was in

é;'_thls spmt that on 16th May, 1959, as Patriarch, he wrote once
‘again o Hls Ma;esty Emperor Haile Sellassie (see Appen-
Cdix N° 11). 0

The 1mpertance of this letter hes in the announcemcnt quc

. by the Patriarch of Alexandria, Kyrollos VI, of the cievat'on
- of the rank of the Ethiopian Archbishop. With this aim! ‘and
¢ with thg intention of redefining the pesition of the Elh:qp_mn
° Church; the Patriarch delegated Bishops Amba Lukas of Man-
‘ falout, Amba Yohannes of Khartoum and Amba Beniamin. of

Menoufia, together with Messrs, Farid Mangarious, Emil Doss,
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Amin Fakhry Abdel Nour, Murad Kamil and Kamal Fahmy
Hanna; to confirm his good-will tov:vards:_the Ethiopian Church
and 'to ‘invite, at the same time, a delegation from Ethiopia to
join the Egyptians in Cairo in studying the new organizational
plans under his personal guidance for the mission of the Church
and for the glory of God and the saIvatwn of souis

O Ist Jume. 1959, the delegates of the Pau'iarch arrived
m Addis Absba and after having met the Emperor and an
Ethiopian commiission, and discussed the problems of the Lth:o-
pian Church, they returned to Cairo on the 6th of the same
month.

On his part, the Emperor accepted the proposal to send an
Ethiopian deiegation to Cairo. Thus, on 1ltb June, 1959, H.H.
Dedjazmatch Asrate Kassa, President of the Delegation, with
H.B. Abuna Tewoflos and with H.E. Blatta Mersie Hazen Wolde
Kirkos, left for Cairo, where they were recexved by ecclesmstxcai
and cwzl dxgmtanes .

tha £qﬂowmg dny the Ethiopmn deiegates dehvcred

whmh the: names of the. Ethmpmn delegaies in Cairo were.g en.

Tlle P?mar h phed promptly to Haile Sellassie, naming he

spersons form__ ,the Egyptzan comumission which would: meet

' ith the Ethmpzan delegation to study the question of the eleva-
' tion of the Archbishop of Ethiopia to the rank of Patnarch ({See
i Appendix N’ 12). .

_ On 13th June, 1959, the representatives of the. two Chur{;hes
started, work and after five days of meetings, they prepared a
document, ( Protocol}, on 18th June, 1959, which caused a lot
of discussion. However, fmally, it was approved and signed by
the representahves of the two Churches on 25th Iune, 1959. As

; fIOm_‘HLS‘MBJBSty the Emperor to ?atnarch Kyrollos VI in-
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o t;his was the fundamental document through whxch the Ethiepi:ab
' Archhishop acquired the rank of Patriarch, lt reported here
o in its official English text:

PROTOCOL.

. The highest aim of all the sons of the Set.L Saint Mark
ibemg to organise the affairs of the See, and strengthen the tradi-
tional bonds between its regions, it has proved ne;:essary to take
all possible measures to this end, beginning wtth the most im-
portant, that of adjusting the relations between the Church of

Ezypt and of Ethiopia, of the See of Saint Mark.: :
The following agreement has been reached B:etwéeh'

a) The Ethiopian delegation composed of representatlves of
His Majesty the Emperor of Ethmpla and Representa-
tives of the Church of Ethiopia.

_ Hé}_.i_ness the

"bY The Coptic Delegation appointed hjf i
‘Se‘é} of Saint

Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of
Mark, and submitted to the sanction

1. The Pope of Alexandria,h Patriarch
Mark, successor to the Evangelist ! he
highest spiritual Father of the Church of Ethzopxa
and must always be an Egyptian: Copt oE Egyptian
parentage; his permanent seat is the seat of Alexan-
dria, in the region of Egypt; his _al;_thonty is invie-
late and his person above criticism,

The name of the Pope of Alexandri:a and Patriarch
of the See of Saint Mark shall be mentioned in all
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religious services in Ethiopia.

The visit of His Holiness the Pope oii'_ Alexandria to
Ethiopia, will be welcomed with all tI_"_ie honours and
dignity due te his high rank, as first in the Church.

Representatives of the Ethiopians, in limited num-

bei', will participate with the Egyptian electo;s, in -

the election of the successor to the See of |Saint
Mazk. Their number will be determmed hy H:s
Holiness the Pope.

. The «Locum Tenenss of the See of Samt Mark, must
always be an Egyptian Copt of Egyé’tien parentage.
The rank of the metropolite of ‘the «established
Orthodox Church of Ethiopia» (Liqa Papasat) sue-
cessor to Saint Tekle Haimanet, is raised to the
rank of Patriarch {Reesa Liqans Papasat).

He should be chosen according to the laws and tradi-
tions of the See of Saint Mark of g‘&iéf;xa:ndri‘a,; from
smong Ethiopian Monks, not ahove'::the rark of
Komos. This principle also apphes to the Holy
See of Saint Mark.

When the Patriarch {Heesa Ligana _P_a}iasat) of the
fthiopian Church has been elected in accordance
with Canonical Law of the Church end when his
election has been approved and confirmed by His
" Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia, ‘His consecration
and investiture shall be performed in aceordance
with the law of the Church by the Pope and Patriarch
who occupies-the Chair of Saint Mark of Alexandria.

. The Patriarch {Reesa Ligana Papasa_.j) of Ethiopia

. tioms.
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i is authorised to consecrate Archhishops and Bisheps
"% in such places as may be requisite for the Church of
° -Ethiopia.; it heing fundamental that before their
: ‘consecration the elected Archbishops and Bishops

take the written pledge herewith annexed.

" This signed oath will be sent to-the Pope of Alexan-

dria, Patriarch of the See of S%int Mark immediately
after their election has beeén 'apprpved ‘by " His

* Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia.

The Patriarch (Reesa quana Papasat) of Ezhlopm,
in order to effect their o‘ffmml regxstratwtt by the

: Pope, shall send together thh 'the signed oath,
. particulars and bmgraphy of Arcb.bxshops and
' Blshops and their respective dxoceses

. . The Pope shall cause to be sent to all regions of the' .
" See, biographies of all Archbishops and Bishops of
- the See of; Samt Mark, wuh mdxcatmn of their
dmceses : '

Whenever the Pope desires to hold a convention to

deal ‘with matters of doctrine or matters affecting the

i generé} See of Saint Mark, he will irform the
' Patriarch of Ethiopia. (Reesa Ligana Papasat) and
':; c_:onstituté a general Holy Synod, from among the
: . Archbishops and Bishops of the regional Holy Synods
© of the See of Saint Mark to decide on these ques

. Likewise, decision upon any matter that affects ‘the
Pope of Alexandria Patriarch: of the See of Saint
- Mark or asperses to His Sanctxty, shall be made by
this Holy Synod. ' - k
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9. The Patriarch (Reesa Liqana Papasat) of Ethiopia,

10.

1l

' !Hc':ly Synod, namely those of July

in the life time ofé: the Pope of Alexandria Patriarch
of the See of Saint Mark, shall always occupy the
second position in standing after the Pope. In the
event of the death of the Pope of Alexandria the
Patriarch (Reesa Ligana Papasat} of Ethiopia shall
occupy the second position in standing after the
«Locum Tenens» of the See of Saint Mark.

In order to make permanent the spiritual connec

| tions existing between the Church of Egypt, and the
Church of Ethiopia, exchange of teachers and

students in the sphere of religious education, and
similarly in respect of Monastic Life exchange of
Monks, will be effected. )

The following will be subject to future consultations
between His Holiness the Pope, and the Patriarch
(Reesa Liqana Papasat) of Ethiopia:

A) To determine the creation of new Dioceses for
the See of Saint Mark outside the present existing
regions, which are for their occupants, and the
consecration of Archhishops and Bishops by the
Patriarch of Ethiopia {Reesa Ligana Papasat)
for these new Dioceses, whenever the question is

raised by the Patriarch (Reesa Ligana Papasat)
of Ethiopia.

B) Tp determine the setting up of special committees

‘religious studies, and of organizing Missions.

‘Any stipulations contained in the decisions of the

1948, which would

: _té_gstudy matters of spiritua:'l_; develzopm.ent and of

. Council of Nicea and the Fathers of the Church to revere the

- eessor of the Evangelist Saint Mark to consuier Him our Po
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not be in accordance with the preseﬁt agreement, are
annulled: Cairo, Jume 25th 1959, Baouna 18th,
1675; Sene 1B8th, 1951, :

ETHIOPIAN DELEGATIO?_J:

His Highness Dedjazmatch Asrate Kassa, Vice-President
" of Ethiopian Senate, Chairman of the Dé_legalion,

His Grace Abuna Theophiles, Bishop of:;Ha:rar,

His Excellency Blatta Marsie Hazan W K. Senator.

COPTIC DELEGATION

His Grace Anba Lukas, Archbishop of Manfalout, Chairman
Anba Youanes, Archbishop of Khartoura and Uganda
Anba Basilious, Archbishop of Jerusalem and the Near East;
Mr. Youssef Sasd, former Minister, ént_l_ Vice-President of
the Maglis Milli; :

Mtre. Adly Andraos, former Ambassador in Paris;

Dr. Mourad Kamel, Professor at Cairo ﬂmvemlty,

Rev. Father Makary El-Souriani.

H

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, one:
God. I . ......... undertake to re;m.iiin faithful te my‘_f
Coptic Orthodox Creed and Faith, the faith of the Church of:
Alexandria, the See of the Evangelist Saint Mark. I undertake fo
respect the laws and traditions of our Church, transmitted to 1
ifmm the Apostles, and their successors ‘the 318 Saints of the

Pope of Alexandria, Patriarch of the See f Sain_t Mark, §




; and approval of His Holiness the Pope of Alexandna, Patnarch
_cf the See of Sa:nt Mark.

I promise to abide by this oath before God and the Church.

: fBefore this document was approved, various articles in it

. were the object of discussion. In Article No.1 the Egyptian
" Copts proposed that the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria be
iR designated «Supreme Head» of the Church of Ethiopia. The
Ethiopians did not accept this proposal, and after long discussion
they agreed to designate the Patriarch as «Supreme Spiritual
Father» of the Church of Ethiopia. In the same article it was

* established that the Patriaxch of Alexandria should always be
- an’' Egyptian. Controversy arose with regard to this also since
the Ethiopian representatives were not disposed to accept. At the

- ‘enid; however, the Ethiopians gave in to the arguments of the

Egypnans and the clause remained in the document.

_ Artxcle No. 2 established that the Ethiopians would partici-
. pn_te‘_;l__n the eléction of the Pope of Alexandria, but in {imited
'ri'i..i'riib'er This was the solution reached after a «symbolic» par-
'ﬁc:iianon was accepted, to which the Ethiopians adhered. To

- cavoid the weakening of the relations between the twe Churches
hich:

rtmie, it was decided to replace the expression «symbolic» by

3um limited number» the number to be determined by the

would occur if Ethiopians would refuse to accept that

I pledge myself not to participate in the crmsecrat:on of the .
Patrmrch for Fthiopia or any other Patriarch without the consenl' :

tion 6f the Problem

presentatlves of the twa Churches, since the Egyptmn Copts
sought to 'distinguish between ‘the Patriarchs of Ethiopix and
of Alexandria, reserving for the former the title of Catholicos,
as it a;:Peared in the «Fetha Neghest», and for the latter the title
of «Like Papasat» or Metropolitan. The Ethiopians affirmed
that i the text in Ghe'ez of the Fetha Neghest, the word «Catho-
licos» of the Arabic text was not mentioned, and thus it was deci-
ded to give the Ethiopian Patriarch the title of aReesa Ligana Pa-
pasaty and this title remains in the Amharic and English lan-
guages; but the Egyptian Copts said that in Arabic the terms

had te remain «Patriarch, Catholicos.»

Also with regard to the languages to be used, after various
arguments for and against the use of Arabic and Ambharic, it was
decided that English would be the official language and the
name given to the Ethiopian Patriarch was «Patriarch, Reesa
Ligana Papasat».

With regard to Article No. 6, the Egyptian Copts said that
to avoid a consecration among the bishops themselves, as oc-
curred during the Italian administration, it was necessary that
bishops would sign a declaration of faithfulness to the See of
Saint Mark before their consccration. Although this proposal
found some resistence at the beginning, later, however, it was

accepted by the Ethiopian representatives.

Other imporéant articles were No.9, in virtue of which
the Patriarch of Ethiopia was entitled to-the second place in
rank, after the Pdpe of Alexandria; and article No.12 which
annuiled the provémns contained in the agreement of July 1948,
(See pp. No.” 75- 78) and which were in. contrast to the spirit

of the present dispositions.

The supplement which the bishops had to sign before being
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consecrated was an oath of loyalty to the Copﬁc Orthodox Creed,
at the Seat of Alexandria, and of respect towards its laws and

traditions.

On the same day, 25th June, 1959, Patriarch Kyrollos VI
wrote a letter to the Emperor of Ethiopia, sending the Protoeol.
expressing his joy at the happy outcome of the negotiations,
and exalting the love of the Lord Who had. removed the dif-
ficuities (See Appendix No. 13).

The following day, 26th June, 1959, Emperor Haile Seliassie
I thanked Abuna Kyrolles for his understanding and his good
will and he informed him that Abuna Basilios, Archbishop of
Ethiopia, had been chosen to be First Patriarch of Ethiopia. The

text of the letter is reported in the Enghsh version. (See Ap-.

pendix No. 14).

On 26th June, 1959, Abuna Basilios undertook the trip to
Cairo where it was decided that the ceremony of his eonsecration
would take place on Sunday, 28th June, 1959,

On 27th June, Abuna Basilios went to the Church of St
Mark where he was Séi:ielnniy received by the priests and deacons,
singing hymns of joy. After having spoken for half an hour
with the Pope of Alexandria, Abuna Basdaos ‘returned to the
Kubbeh Palace.

H.H. Dedjazmatéh Asrate Kassa priesentgd the Pope, in the
name of His Majesty Emperor Haile Sellassie 1, the ritual gifts:
a golden Cross for the Church, and a Pamarch 3 vestments for

Abuna Basilios.

H.H. Anha Kyrollos VI, 116th Patriarch of the Hoiy
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d:gmtanes were wattmg for His Ma_]asty ihere Then they a]l :
went‘ to the Cathedral of Saint; ‘Mark. Durmg the mass, at the o :
. mom; nt of the regding of the Gospel, the Patnarch of Alexandria . = . _ j
put a crown 011 the head of Abuna Basxhoa and:eonsecrated him '
Patnareh ;_L. 8 O I H

‘ A

g .The Blshops present at the ceremony 1 were: .

1) Abuna Lukas, ljgyptmn, Bishop. of Manfalout
2} Abuna Luquas, Ethiopian, Bishap of Assella
2 3) Abuna Matteos, Eg}rptmn oy
4} Abuna Sawnros. Egyptian, Bmhap of Mina
5) Abuna Karlos, Egyptian, B;shop of Belyana
"~ .6) Abuna Karlos, Egyptian, Bishop of Kena
PR i ) Ai)una Basilios, Egyptian, Bishop of ]emsa!em
* L 8) Ahuua meamm, Egyptmn,q Bishop of Menoufia
' “77"9) Abuna Petros, Egyptian, Bishop of Akmin
" 10) Al:)unq_’.{'ewoﬂos, Ethiopiani Bishop of Harar
11) Abuna Tewoflos, Egyptian, Episkopos of Deir Surya
. 12) Abuna Abraham, Egyptian, Bishop of Luxor
13) Aiﬁuna Athanassios, Egyptian, Bishop of Beni-Suef
14) Abuna Antonios, Egyptian, Bishop of Suhag
15) Abuna Yohannes, Egyptian, Bishop of Guiza
] 16) Abuns Yohannes, Egyptian, Bishop of Khartoum
, 17) Abuna Gorgorios, Ethiopian, Bishop of Kaffa
18) A._huna Filippos, Ethiopian, Bishop of Jerusalem.

At five o'clock in the afterncon of that day, the mnew :
Patriarch of Ethiopia, Liqana Papasat Abuna Basilics, went to
the Kubbeh Palace where he took an oath of loyalty in fromt .
of His Majesty the Emperor. After the oath he thanked God,
first of all, for the happy event, and then he addressed himself ¢

to the Emperor, underlining all the work carried out by him

i
g
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i

in the lasl 31 years. Finaﬂy, he thanked the Patriarch who,

under the guidance of the Holy Spir'it of God, had been able
to bring about a solution of the problem. In réjpiy to the speech
of Abuna Basilios, H.M. the Eniperor delivered a speech in
which he thanked God for all His bless?ngs a:@d then the Pope
of Alexandria who had tried with so much good will to meet
the century-old aspiratioris of the Ethiopians: and he invoked
the blessing of God oin theifirst Ethiopian Patriarch.

Thus ended a historic ceremony in which the Church of
Ethiopia achieved its rightful aim of having its own Patriarch,
after 1600 years of depedence on the Seat of Saint Mark: Specxal
praise is due to Patriarch, Abuna Kyrollos VI'who, inspired by
the sincere humility of his profaund Chnstxan faith, finally
brought about this peaceful soiqt:cm

In honor of the first Pamarch of Ethlopxa, H.M. the Em-
peror donated the sum of 2.000/ Egypuan Péunds to various
moaastenes and ecelesiastic mstltutmns in Egypt

On h1s part, Abuna Basdms, first Patrmrch of Ethmpxa,
donated on that oceasion 500 Egyptian Pm}nds,. three great cros-
ses of guilded silver for the Chureh in which he had been con-
secrated, and fourteen further small hand crosses of the same
metal for fourteen Bishops, .

On July 10th, 1959, H.H. the Patriarch, Reesa Ligaba
Papasat, accompanied by the Head and by the other Membets
of the Ethiopian Delegation, returned to Ethiopia. .

In his Country, the exultation for the new Patriarch was

immense and was manifested with 'the magmfmence of "nental-'

tradnmn.

The plane Ianded first in Asmara and at the moment that:;

the Patr:

.~'The .'Sollution of the Problem

: vestments sang sacred songs accompanied by the saund of drums.

. Ababa.

:'Azmatch Asfaw Wossen, the Crown Prince of Ethiopia, H.I.H.

fibe!is of all the Churches.

1o 'Y_"of the Patriarch, after which the Crown Prince and the Pamarch
_f'stood on a specially prepared dais, while the mili !:TY fba:ud played
N the Ethzop:an National Anthern.

" for a State visit.

o | ‘cross was most impressive. Soon after it the P,rmces and the :
-zother persounalities entered the tent and k,lssed the eross of the::

Ethmpla was played. The Patriarch gave his hlessmg to all
_those present, while the clergy, wearing all their most colourful

_Th; éxshop of Tigré, HB. Abuna Yohannes, Tiad come " from
_Axum to receive the new Prelate. Aftet a stay of 45 minures at
‘the airport, the Patriarch blessed the people and left for Add:s

At the airport in Addis Ababa a great tent had been set
, which Her Majesty, Empress Etegue Menen, H.I.H. Mered

css Tenagne Worg (daughter of Emperor Haile Sellassie?,

_xmsters and many other dignitaries were waztmg for the :

The Empress and the Heir to the Throne klssed the ¢ross

The Emperor was absent on that occasmn, bcmg m Russaa

The Patriarch’s blessing of all the ?euple preseut w1th hi

'.Patnarch one after the other.




the Pixtnarch was escorted by ear by the Heir to the .Throne and
3 by all the Ministers, to Guennet Leul Palace, where Her Majesty
: _the ‘Empress and the highest dignitaries of the Court recewed :

: In the presence of Her Majesty Empress Menen, ‘the
Patnaich delivered the following speech: N

«In the name of the Father, the Son, the Holy Splnt
One God only, Amen! :

Grace and honour be rendered to God for haviﬁg granted
4 Patriarch to Ethiopia, conferring to her this high. &ignity,
/ and also to have allowed this memorable event to take
place during the Reign of Our Emperor, Has Ma;esty
. Haile Sellassie I, who is profoundiy religious.” 1

. ' This event which is the resulit of the untiring -a.ct.i'vity and f fon : e
the dli:gence of His Majesty the Emperor and the goodness I
" of God, shall have profound repercussions in our Church ' ‘

and its memory shall be transmitted to the fnture genera—

 The Church of Ethiopia was founded 330 years after the
‘birth of Christ, during the reign of its saints, ngs A%raha

nd Atzbeha.

They, as its heads, and Frumentius as its, teaeher -and

prcachex, laad its foundations,

.53 Today, after 1621 vears. under the guidance of its en-
. ilightened monarch, the King of Kings, it has reached the
' f-_'-longed for aim of the establishment of the Patrlarchate, an
.-: aim which all its kings, may they now enjoy: elernal glory,

:_t cd to achieve.

.

They had tried to obtain an Archbishop.: Today, His :
i ; H.1.M. Haile Sellassie 1, Mecmbers of the Imperial Family, Ministers

i ) and High Government Officiais Attending the Fuperal Rites of the Late
Patriarch Basilios, at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in Addis Ababa.
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~ Imperial Majesty Haile Sellassie I, has given Ethiopia a
Patriarch, realizing a wish much superior to any éxpeciancy,
and this by means of a pacific move and spiritual agree.

:-ments. It was also the will of God that niy weak person
" -should become the instrument of this high dignity.

. On this historieal day, 1 cannot omit to x}aenﬁon some
of the undertakings of the great and pious Abuna Tekle
Haimanot. He was born at Tselalish Etissa a:nd received g

" the name of «New Apostle of Etinopmn following his : .
preachings, his teachings, prayers and other_ virtues. ;

© ¢ Furthermore, during the period in which the relations

- between Ethiopia and Egypt were interrupted and the Ethiopians

. could not obtain Bishops from that country, he “was elected
'Bxshop, by the will of God, to serve his Church. :

: Certainly, it was the pious Abuna Tekle Haunanot who
was able to ennoble and elevate the bishop's dlgmiy. _

_ * Since His Majesty Haile Sellassie I, with i:us farsightedneis
_:k.nows how to interpret and to understand the hues of history
-fand follow the work initiated by his predecessors, on. a solid
base, he caused the charge of Patriarch to be hnked to fhe(seat
of Abuna Tekle Haimanot and that said Seat shouid bave a

successor assuming the title of «Etcheguiexs.

Apart from this, beyond the expectations of all His Im-
perwl Majesty could be present in the hour in which the good
Lord wanted the Church of Ethiopia ta have the spxntuu] dignity
of 8 Patriarchate,

motive for joy which shall net he ignored by hi
be thapked and honoured for having permitte
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i Iﬁhgs to accomplish such an enterprise by the gféétngss: of his

o heart

May God grant peace to the whole world. May He grant
the people of Ethiopia love and unity, prospenty and camfort
always and in sl things. :

" May God protect His Majesty the Emperor, the Heir o the
Throne and the Imperial Family for many mouths and many
years, grantmg them a long life.

May the Ethiopiun people be blessed and sanchfied and

may Ethm?m live in peace for ever.»

‘At the termination of the Patriarch’s speech, champagne
. was served after which Abuna Basilios and the Crown Pirmcn
. drove to the residence of the Patriarch for another toast. Thus,
the trip of the Patriarch and of his delegates ended in seremty
- - and joy.
: The Seat of the Patriarchate in Ethiopia was eccup:e{i by
- ason of the land of Ethiopia.

IMPOR’I‘ANCE OF THE INSTITUTION OF THE PA-
TRIARCHATE OF ETHIOPIA.

_The election of the Ethiopian Patriarch and hls tnumphal

of Ethiopm to have & Patriarch of its own, with powers to% con-
sec .te other bishops. Thus it had achieved that admmxstmnvc

mdcpendence which it needed to earry out, wuhout hmdrance,
' dts mission’ of spiritual guidance of the Country ‘Faith and’

doc;rme remained the same, without alteration. thus permitting

T to serv the spxntual needs of all Ethiopians, A nation was 't

. became mvolved in the néw problems: and m"
the other Chrxsuan Churches. -

g entry in Addis Ababa had crowned the aspu-atmns of the Church o

the spuutual union wnth the Mother Church of Saint Mark to
contmue, but at the same time gllowing the Church of Ethzopm o

really reated which became, in the aspirations of mang,’ an.
example to the people of other parts of Africa who were sull;

" engaged in the struggle for mdependenbe.

This rellgmus autonomy ghve Eth.lopm a new position,

especially among the Christian populations: of Africa, not only
| on account of the number of the faithful, but elso because of
.+ the role which the new Church was; assummg in the task of
" Jeading’ the new generation. A Theologwal Coliege was set up in
. Addis Ababa near Haile Sellassie I Umversny, theaiogmns from
. Syria and Greece were called in; semmansts and. pm?sts%v}ere

sent abroad’ for courses of comparatw& theology The {Ihu ch
rloser onmcts thh :

The conference of the Eastern Orthodox Churches wluch
took place in Addis Ababa in January, 1965, is' the result of the
path foHowed by the new, although traditional Clmrcb of Ethie.

pia. Thxs conference, only six years after the consecration of the;
: ;:Patnarch of Ethlopm, marked an maportant step H

“the religious,
‘history of. Ethmp:a, showmg the Vttahry w}z"h ammn{tﬁ it and:

._ 'Erevealmg the | renewal of activity in ‘the Churcii of a profoundlyf: ; .

rehgmus people.
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1. HIS I-IOLINESS ABUNA BASILIOS DIES AFTER
A LONG ILLNESS

On Manday,;aftemoon. the 12th of October, 1970, a wave -

of deep mourning and sorrow swept over the whole of the, Em- "

pire. The National Radio and Television programmes were sud- -
denly| mterrupted by the announcement that His Holiness Abuna
Basﬂids, Patrmrch of lheiEtEuopmn Orthodox Chureh, had died
" after | iong 1iiness at hxs residence mear St. Mary's Church in

Addis !Ababa He was 79 4 years old.

b
Instead of the regular programmes, mourning tunes weré

played.” All the newspapers in Ambharic and English languages

reported the sad event.

On the same evening, at 8 o’clock, his body was n::(oved
from the Patriarchate to the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity.
Special services were held throughout the night. His Imperial
Majesty Haile Sellassie I, accompanied by Members of th‘e Im-
perial Family, Archbishops, Bishops, Cabinet Ministers and: other
high ranking Officials escorted the dead Prelate from the
Patriarchate to the Cathedral.

A twelve-day official period of mourning beginning on
Wednesday, October 14th, was announced ii; henour. of the late
Patriareh. Flags were flown at half-mast for three days on all
public buildings. Government offices, schools and shops re-
mained closed on Wednesday, theiday of ‘the burial of. Abuna

Bastlios. Py
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Hundreds of thousands of peeple of all ranks from Addis
Ababa and the surrounding provinees went to the Cathedral of
the Holy Trinity, to pay thieir last respects to the late Patriarch.

‘The mourners filed past the remains of the dead Patriarch

ol the Eihiopian National Church. The coffin lay in state in

that part of the Cathedral known as «the holy portiony; it was

covered with rich’ ve[vdt tir&peuea of biue, red ane§ green. A huge
photograpls of the late’ Patriarch Basilios was pld ped in front of

o the cofiin. ‘The ofticy;

';robes ;dnd decoratiods thgt had onece be-

iouged to Abuna’ Bagll‘;ﬁos were .piaée'd around the coffin. The:
Patriarch’'s crown wa;ﬁ iilaced just abovethe head; of the cofiin.
1wy deacons holding huge lighted é::a&ldles stood on either side

of the body, while the iong chain’ of mourners passed by in : o L )
. . . . - the Body of Patriarch Basilios Borne in a Cortége from the Cathedral
singie tile, many sobbing and wailing with grief. of the Hoty Trinity to Miazia 27 Square (3th of May Square).
Un the morning of Wednesday, 14ih %Octo'ber, 1970, at Y
o'clock, special sexrvices were held at the Cathedral of the Trinity
m the presence of His Imperiai Majesty Haile Selassie 1, Mem- .
bers of the Imperial Family and high Officials. Later the Mem-
bers of the Diplomatic Corps in the Capital also paid their last
respects to the dead Patriarch at the Cathedral.

Has Hclmess Kyrollos V1, 116th Patriarch of the Coptic
Orthodox Church of St. Mark in Egypt, who had consecrated:
Abuna Basiligs Patrigreh, sent a delegation headed by His Grace
Abuna Estipﬁanos,.A‘rchbishap of Omdurman in the Sudan, to
attend the funeral rites of the late Patriarch Basilios, and to
convey his condolences to His Imperial Majesty and the Ethio-
pian Orthodox Church for the great loss, The Patriarch of the
Church of St. Mark in Egypt wou[d have attencied the, funeral :

services persanaily, had he not been very ilk hlm fat tlmat time.

Haile Sellassie 1 Paving the Last Respects to Pa silios, -
mastery of Dehre Libanos.
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The Delegation sent by the Egyptian Patriarch on this oc.
easion was composed of Abuna Gregories, Archhishop and Head
of the Scientific Research Section of the Egyptian Church, and
Father Ma:_]iari Abdullah.

At 11 o'clock the bedy of Abuna Basilios was borne in & -~
cortége from the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, to the Victory.
Monument in Miazia 27 Square (5th of May —- date of entry
of His Imperial Ma;esty in Addis Ababa). His Ma}esty, followed
by the Members of the Imperial Family, Cabinet Ministers and
other .dignitaris, escorted the body on foot to the Monnment
'Studel%lts and thousnnds of people lined the-road. B

Aﬁt the Vzctory ‘Monument: the body of the Preiate was
“transfgrred “to'a speczal hearse for its last journmey to Debre
. Libanés, The funeral processlon left then for Debre Libanos, al-

most 100 kl]umeters northwest of the capital.

Towatds 1 o'clock in the afternoon the cortége reached the
Monastery of Debre Libanos. As it was carried into the Mo\nastery,
the body of the late Patriarch was saluted by a Gunrd of Honour
Services were then held at the Momstery s y

Wreaths were Jaid on the grave of the lute Patnarch hy His
Imperial Majesty, Mmlstersiand leaders: of the' Clergy. .

His Gﬁ'ace Abuna ‘Tewoflos, Acting Patriarch of the Ethio-
pian Church and Archhishop of Harargme, read a eulogy. after
which a 21-gun salute brought to an end the funeral services
" of the fxrst Eihmpaan Patriarch. . 5:'--!

2, A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF ABUNA  BASILIOS.

His Holiness Abuna Basilios was born on 23rd April, 1891,
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in Meda Mikael, a village in the cllstnet of Me%fhabete in Shod
Province. Woldetzadikd Selomon, hls father, was jan ecclesiastieal

official,

In his home town he received eleménta':r:y church education
and then he entered the Monastery of Debre Libanos where he
received advanced religious education, He took the oath of celi-
bacy and became,a monk at the age of 21. For 12 years there-
after he served in the same Monastery.

- At the beginning of the year 1933 he was nominated Head
of the Ethispian Churches and Monasteries in Jerusalem. He
bad already given distinguished service in various capacities,
for several years, in important monastenes and churches m
Ethiopia. ;

He remained in Jerusalem for two years. During that time
he continued to experience that prefound satisfaction which

comes through prayer and which is given only to the elect and

the pure in heart. While in Jerusalem, he used to visit reverently
those Piaces where Christ had lxved in puverty}- and humxhty,

that nme thé hlghest title in the Eth:opmn Church open to an
Eﬁhopxan

i' ‘He became;Enowu as Etcheguie Guebre Guiorguis. During
the Fascist invasion in 1935 he accompanied His Imperial:
Majesty and the Ethiopian troops to the battle of Maichew wh

: Church of Ethiopia.

Abtina Basﬂms thus consolidated his theological know‘edge -
, 'rvlnch o -_he came back to: Ius fatherlan& enablec{ I-um to fulflh i

Death of the First Patriarch of Ethiopis SR

.he gave moral support to all.

Durmg the five years of the foreign occupatmn, he hved

Cin ex:le in Jerusalem. In those difficult and troubled days for
““Ethiopia, he remained constantly in touch with: the res:stanoe
:ﬁghters and through them he sent words of encoumgement to
“ the populatmn of Ethiopia. : TR

“ Abuna Basilics was conseerated Archblshop in July 1948

'dunng a ceremony held at the Patriarchate of St. Mark in Egypt. .
~In 1950, on the death in Cairo of Abuna Kyrol}os, 110th and -

last Egyptian Archbishop of Ethiopia, he became Head of the

| Church of Ethiopia, with authority to nominate Bxshops and
. Archbishops. Later, in the year 1959, during a solemn ceremony

at which His Majesty Emperor Haile Sellassie 1 was present.
he was coneecrated first Ethiopian Patriarch of the Natlgnal :
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1. PROCEDURE OF THE ELECTIONS OF THE NEW
PATRIARCH

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church was now faced again with
the task of selecting and nominating a new Patriareh. The pro-
eedure is that the Election Committee chooses the new Patriarch

from smong candidates whe are archbishops of the Ethmpxan
o E Church.

The Holy Synod of the Ethiopian Church thu}és g’a:thered in

a closed meeting on Thursday, the 25th of March 1971

{Megabit 16th, 1963 E.C.) to discuss the standmg rules of the

Church on this occasien.

The full text of the formnlities for the electiq@s of the new
Patriarch, issued by the Ethiopian Patriarchate is as follows:

«At this time when the election of the Patriarch of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church is due, the followmg rules have

been emitted:

According to the Rules of Flection of 1963, E.C., for the
election of the Patriarch of Ethiopia, the list of the names of the
candidates has to be submitted eight days before the election.

:':;{':hgreafter, the Holy Synod helds a clesed meeting. They

’ _: :Patrlamjz Then the list of the names of the candida
i the Church of the Most Holy 5t. Mary and dur

bl

and help for the right choice.




aéaiong the followmg seven groups: 4 i |

These clergymen and religious elders m :electe& from .

:g'_;Monnstenes in Addis Ababa.

In addmon to these a further seven members chosen from

'.rarﬁong tha bmhnps and lay elders are . appomted by the Holy
=Synod The work of ﬂ:us committee consists in preparing the

a;cards» on ‘which the voters will put their votés. They have also

.- _ fo ireriff the'credentinls of the members of the Electoral College.

: Moreover, it is their duty to pubhah the names of the candidates

and superme the elections.

Th “fegtmm thgn take place at the seat of the Patnarchate
in Addis Ababa. The elections take place in front of the mem-

. hers of ‘the’ Electoral Executive ‘Committee, by secret ballot.

Vuters have to go persona.lly to the place of electmns, on the

::_'appomted day. It is net admissible to send t.he vots by letter or
i through a ‘representative.

The Electoral Executive Committee wntes the nanﬁea of the

:‘candidataa on a blackboard. Voters can only chousa from among

¢ After the three days' prayers are over the naméﬁ .of the

. candidates are submitted to the Executive Election Commzttee
g A small number of clergymen and religious elders is called then; .
e :b choesé i'tri:it'a Patnarch to be, from among.- thesa candniatea.

i

N ey Membem of the Holy Syned of the Etluoplan Orthudox Church :
g . Members of the Council of the Crown
.= Members of the Council of Ministers

'~ Members of the Senate

'~ Members of the Chamber of Deputies _
e Members of the Administrative Board of tbe Natxonal Church
" L Abbots, and Heads of Provincial Dioceses and Abbeys and

!
!
L

H.H. Abuna Tewofios, Crowned Second Patriarch of Eihlopia.
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. 'thé_‘ names of the candidates which are on the blackboard and

" pnly one ean be chosen at a time. In case voters write a name

‘which is not on the blackboard or if they write two. names from
the hlackboard the vote will be considered null and void.

After the election formalities have been completct} the
Eiectoral Executive Committee signs the report showing the
nage of the candidate who has won most of the votes. They then
subxmt the name to His Imperial Majesty for nppmva!

i After His Imperial Majesty approves the eIectmn, the date
of Investxiure is fixed by the Holy Synod. :

2. ABUNA TEWOFLOS NEW PATRIARCH OF ETHIOPIA

I Thus, in accordance with the regulations’ and formalitics

of the éiection of the new Patriarch, the elections;took place on

: £°" Orthodex Church, and Archblshop of Harar;g-um _
- - 12) H.B. Abuna Yakob

: Archbishop of Wellega

: ; ' '3) H.B. Abuna Timotewos

* Archbishop of Sidamo

Their names had been submiited on Mo day, 5th Aprzl
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.19’11 to the Electoral College, composed of 156 members repre-
santmg the Clergy and the faithful. :

oly Synod, was eomposed of:

1) H.B. Abuna Merkorios, Archb:shop of Bal I

2) H.B. Abuna Kyrollos, Archbishep of Tllubabor:
3) H.B. Abuna Selama, Archbishop of Guemn Gofa
4) H.E. Dedjazmatch Kefle Dadi, Counsellor of the Crown
5} Nebure'd Dimetros Guebremariam, : ';;Gf:neml Ad-

ministrator of the Ethioptan Church with the ramk of
Minister

6) H.E. Blatta Mersie Iazen Wolde Kirkos, Advisor to the
National Antiquities Administration -

7) H.E. Dedjazmatch Wolde Kirkos Guehre Meskel, V;ce
President of the Senate. -

G The number of members of the ecclesiastical electoral col-
.ilege was set at 156, However, during Tuesdays elechons only
514-4 voted. : :

?

The results of the elections were: .
!

1) 123 votes for H.B. Abuna Tewoﬂos, «Locum Tenensn»

of the Ethiopian Patriarch- and Arch_;shop of

; After the votes were known, the next day the Holy Synod
‘submitted the name of Abuna Tewoflos to His Imperial Majesty

The Committee of the seven members! charged with the;

Hararguié :
2) 13 votes for H.B. Abuna Tlmotewus, Arch!ixxshop of:
Sidamo :
3} 8 votes for H.B. Abuna Yakob, Archh:shop of
Wellega,

' cnntrol and supervision of the elections, alse de51gnﬂted by the

at,_he Heoly Trinity: iCathedral in Adl‘ilss

he solenm ceremony bf: conses J
Abaha on - Sundav, Mny :
9th, 1971, (Guenbot 1, 1963 E.C), m he presence auf His. Fm- i
fued in honeur of the

§

penal Majesty. A 17-gun salute woul

occasmn

-On Guenbot 1st, 1963 E. C. (‘)th May, 1971), the invesii.
ture ceremony started early in the mnmmg The Patriarch. elect
drove to the ’Theological College escorted by a motorcade.

At 8 o'clock His Majesty Emperor Haile Sellassie I arrived
at' the Trinity Cathedral accompanied by the Crown Prince,
by Members of the Imperial Family, and important members of

the Ethiopian Government, to attend the ceremony.

M;éanw}iile the new Patriarch left the Theological College
at the head of a long procession of Archbishops, Bishops and
clergymen, all in rich and colourful ceremonial robes for the con-

secration ceremony.

At the Q&thedrai the Patriarch-elect was met by the Dean,
surrounded by priests and deacons who presented the new Hecad
of the Natjonal Church of Ethiopia ngt]ﬂ. the gold bm,md Bible
of the Cathedral ‘ :

As Hls Holmess Abunfi Tewoﬂos;j ntered the Chu "h His
Hohness the Locum Tenens of the Copuc Patriarch of AIexan-
dria, Anba Antomos, Archbishop of Sohag. in Egypt, who had
come to Ethiopia for this occasion, began the special mvesumre

prayer service.

Patriarchs and Archbishops from Oriental Qrthodox Church-
es, as well as Archhishops and Bishops of the Ethiopian Orthodox
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i Church took part in the service which included the chantmg of

cercmonlal hymuns.

After all the prayers were over, three Archhishops advanced |

‘in ‘front of His Holiness Abuna Tewoflos, who was facing the
"congregation, and they ennounced his elevation to Patriarch,
presenting him with the Patriarchal robe. H.B. Abuna Antonios
:crdwned him with the Patriarchal Crown and three other Arch-
“hishops presented the Patriarch with a mitre and sceptre At thxs
: __moment a 17-gun salute was fired.

_ : .; .:. His Imperial Majesty then decorated the newly elected Pa-"
"% triarch with the Grand Cordon of the Order of Solomen, one of
: the highest Ethxopmn decorations. : i

- Subsequently, His Holiness Patriarch Tewoflos made a ‘

Statement of Faith {See Appendix N. 15). He then read a portion
from the Gospel of 5t. Jobn and brought the service to an end.

* After delivering a sermon, the new Patriarch blessed the whole’

congregation. Thus, Abuna Tewoflos became the Second Ethio-
piun Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Chureh.

3. A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF ABUNA TEWOFLOS

His Holiness Abuna Tewoflos was born on 24th April, 1910,
in the vicinity of Debre Elias, a famous monastery in Gojjom.
He. comes from a deeply religious family. His father was Ato
Wolde Mariam Wube and his mother Woizero Zertehun Adel-
Iahu.

Durmg Ins carly childhood, he learned readmg and clfa

i1

from Memher Merigueta Redahegn and Guira Gueta Sa u, in .

antmg -

i,

e e e

the place in which he was born. Later he became interested in
the study of «Kenien, refined poetry, and the interpretation of
the Bible at Debre Elias Monastery. He came. then under the
tutorship of Memher Guebre Seflassie, and he qualified as
aMemher» (master or teacher) and an outstandmg scholar.

Abuna Tewoflos came to Addls Abnha in 1920 EC.
and there he studied - the inierpretation of both the New
Testament gand the «Fetha Neguest» (Law ‘of ngs), exs
pertly gu:ded by Memher Tekle, who later became Nebure-Ed_ :
Tekle Haimanot and who was some time Iater well known as
His Beautude Abuna Yohannes.

Dunng all those years Abuna Tewoﬂos showed himself to
be deeply interested in all religious problems. He has a vast
knowledge of religious matters and is an asstduous reader of
books concernmg these probfems '

In 1930 E. C His Holmess entered the Monastery of Tekle .
Han?mnot in Debre Libanos where he dedicated his life to the
Order of Monks.

When His Imperial Majesty returned to Ethiopia in 1941,
after having liberated his country from the Fascist eccupation,
one of his first eoneerns was that the Clergy should be well trained
in traditional church matters, ibasing themselves on modern re- -
ligious thought. At that time His Holiness Abuna Tewoflos was
among the twenty} Church scholars chosen to receive s modern

religious éducation in the precinets of the palécé.

His Hohniass was appomted in 1935 E.C. Administra
tor of the Tnmty Church -  ‘which later became the
Trinity Cathedral - by the gracious command and consent

- of His Imperxal Ma;esty Haile Seliassw 1. The new Truuty Cathe-
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dral was maugurated in 1936 K, C' and subsequently '

the remains of Princess Zenebe Worg and Princess Tzehai —

two daughters of His Imperial Majesty — as well as all those

of the fallen patriots, were moved into the new Cathedral. His
Holiness Abuna Tewoflos hecame then the Administrator of both
the new and the old Churches, after being decorated by His Im-
perial Majesty. In 1938 E.C. His Holiness was named
Like Siltanat of the Trinity Cathedral, when that title
was first created for its Administrator. n

Later through the efforts of Emperi); Haile Sellassie I, as

‘ _ has already been extensively reported in’ this book, an agree:

" ment was reached between the See of Alexandria and the Ethio-
¢ | pian Orthodox Church, under which, for the first time in the
: . history of the Church of Ethiopia, Ethiopian bishops were to be
consecrated. As has already been reported, Abuna Tewoflos was
?.fone of ‘the five Ethiopian church leaders _eIecfed then to be
. consecrated for the episcopacy and he therefore left for Egypt on
- April 19th, 1946. However, as will be recalled, because of delays

‘ereated by internal difficulties which srose at that time in the

Egyptian Church, it was not until July 25th, 1948, that His

Holiness Abuna Tewotlos was consecrated Blshop of Harargme
with the other Church leaders. The consecration took place at
.1 the hands of the then Palrwrch of Alexandria, H1s Holiness the

- late Abuna Yusseb 1I.

On the 18th of Febmary, 1950 the _Holy Synad of the

" the Church of Christ in Ethiopia, he has become known both

 ual ‘qualities in advancing the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. His:

‘ durmg the negotiations between the Ethiopian Government and |
‘.the Church in Egypt which enabled the Ethiopian Orthodox_

Election of the New Patriarch

Holiness Abuna Yusssb in the Ethiopien Orthodox Church.

'..Thus His Holiness Abuna Tewoflos has served the Chureh .
of Ethiopia for a total of 28 years: three as Membher (Master),
two as Like Siltanat, twelve as Bishop and eleven as Archhishop.

As shown above, His Holiness Abuna Tewoﬂdﬁ was finally
elected Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church on April 7th,
1971_",_ by a large majority of votes, at the age of 61.

4. SOME PROMINENT ACHIEVEMENTS OF HIS HOLL
NESS ABUNA TEWOFLOS.

Tver since Abuna Tewoflas dedicated his life to the service of

inside and outside his country for his active role under God’s
guidance. As a religious teacher, His Holiness has built for
himself an outstanding place by winning the affection, love and
confidence of the faithful. :

As administrator and leader of the Theoloéical Coilege.
which was founded through the special interest of :His Imperial
Majesty Haile Sellassie I, Abuna Tewoflos displayed great spirit--

Holiness has greatly contributed towards the development of the:
Elhlopmn Orthodox Church in his position of Like Siltanat of’
the Tnmty Cathedral. His Holiness played an outstanding part

Church 1o nominate and consecrate its own senior Bmhops

In his country he converted many thousands  of people




'_C}_xr_iat:_i;anity at the time of the evangelical mission which
. ‘he undertock personally. In 1958 E.C. Abupa - Tewoflos
. established the Evangelical Mission of the Ethiopian: Orthodox
. Church As spiritual leader of the Ethiopian people he soon paid

~ visits to various places and Christian institutions in Addis Abaha

_ and in the provinces, He established branch offices of the Even-
gelifca'l Mission with the aim of spreading the Christian faith in
Ethiopia and bringing the peaple closer to the church. Moreover,

.- His Holiness established the headquarters of the Youth Branch
" of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church at the Patriarchate to co-

: : the way to the young to strengthen their spirit hy:follow;ing the
= religious traditions of their forefathers. His Holiness never lost

: 'He, therefore, initiated the establishment of a trammg centre for
_pnests -and deacons and he also became the promoter of a scheme
:t.o..seml young people abroad for modern religious studies’ soithat
they would be in a more favourable position to render frunful
services to the Ethiopian Church and people. i

is Holiness Patriarch Tewoflos was the fotr_r:r'der_- of a re-
- mssociation known as «Kessatie Berhan» (Revelation of
;whxch is still very active in Harar and whlch extends

aluable spiritual services to the whole Provinee. e

Jith the consent of His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassxe I,

: His Holiness established two schools in the city. of Harar and
o Kulubl which render great temporal and spmtual servxces to
C youth A Teachers’ Training School for Theologmns was estabh

.._'Several of the teachers trained at that school have dratmgmshed
_themselves by their invaluable spiritual services _to__thq _cou_rx!lry

;'- : operate with various churches in the country and he thus opened

- view of the important fact that the Ethiopian Church needed to
: '__'step forward and to adapt itself to the needs of modern times. '

o shed in Harar more than fifteen years ago by His’ Holwess Cw

j
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Hls_ Hoimess Abuna Tewoﬁoe has represented the Ethmpmn
Orthodox Church at varigus international rehgmua eonfereneea in

the advancement of the cause of ecumenieal movement When the

first Councll ‘of Churches met in Amsterdam in 1948, His Holi- -
ness presuled over the delegation of the Ethmpmn Ortlmdox
Church .to the conference. He also attended assemblies of the
World Couneil of Churches in Evanston, US.A in 1956; in
New. De!.hl, Indla, in 1961 and in Uppsala Sweden, in 1967.

The Ali African .Conference of Chumhea ‘elected Abuna
Tewnﬂos thee in suceession to serve as one  of its three Presidents .
and Hm Hohness still holds that office of houour T

Iu 1945 the Ethiopian Orthodox Church was represented by
His Holmess at the meeting of the International Conference of
Sunday Scbools in Birmingham, Great Britain. -

He further attended the Central Comrmttee meenng of the
World Couneil of Churches in Chichester, Great Bntam. in 1955.

In 1958 E.C. when the 1900th anmversary of the visit
of St, Paul to Greece was observed mth great solemmty, His
Holiness Jeft for Greece to represent the Ethmpmi Orthedox
Church at the ceremony which took place He wasit}ie guest of
the Greek Orthodox Church. : -

An xmpurtant event took placc in 1965 when the Meem:.g
of the Oriental Orthodox Churches was held in Addis Ahaba His
Holmess represented the Ethiopian Orthodox Church at’ the
Meetmg He also presided over: ithe Second ﬁeneral Agssembly of
the AH Afncan Conference of Churcl?es‘ heid in Abidjan, Ivory

hrghly suecessfui ‘Central
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activities of His Holiness Abuna Tewoflos is his strong sponsoring
of the spreading of the faith of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
by establmhmg p}ﬂcea ‘of worship in the Umted States, Tobago,
Trinidad and o Guyana

S '
.

Al theso expand.mg activities in. the hfe of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church are a thnass of ti:e actwe ‘role of the Church

_ fieadgrshp of Hxs Hohness A_buna Tewoﬂos, Secand Patnarch of
_:_l-Ethmpm, much renewal is expected in the Church of Eﬁuopm,

enabling it to adapt itself to the needs of modern times, in the
??ﬁeld of the spiritual advancement of the population as a whole,

" and of the younger generations in particular,

in Ethiopia afte;r xt.s autcmomy. i’I'he Church is no_more only 8.




Appendix N. 1 o

VAINQUEUR DE LA TRIBU DE JUD

HAII’_= SELLASSIﬁ IER; : : :
ELU DU SEIGN ’R'—— ROI DES ROIS D’ T_ IOPIE .

~ 'SA BI A'rxrung AMBA A’I’HANAS T0US,
i LOCUM T#:NENS U PATRIARGAT D EXANDRIE

exprimons notre désir que votre Sainte Priére et votre Assistance
sofent avec Nous Darns: le but’ de maintenir i'union entre 1'Eglise
_ éthmpxenne et I'Eglise d'Alexandrte les prétres qui, pendant lin-
*-: vasioh ennemie, furent brdonnés pour sauvegarder les intéréts de
leur Bglise, ont été, jusqu'a ce jour, suspendus de leurs fonctions.
C'est dans l'espoir que les différends entre I'Eglise éthiopienne et
I'Eglise d'Alexandrie seraient réglés sans difficultés et sans.inter-
vention extérieure que cette mesurel a été prise.

FEn raison de l'alliance de E’Eglis;z et de I'Etat éthiopien, et en
vue ‘de régler amicalement la: question des relations des deux
Eglises & Parrivée de Sa Béatitude Amba Timothéos et de sa suite,
des . dispositions avaient été prises pour que Notre personnel
ecclésiastique ainsi que des personnalités de Notre gouvernment

¢ Nous pfesenibns ‘Nos: salutations a4 votre Béatitude et nous -

i
E:
H




134 ' : R [ Appendix N. i

quatfe années que! I'accord se fasd re: Ies deux parties ecclé-

siastigues, Nuus avous eu connaissapce -de ia décision que le Sy-

node commumqua:t en réponse Alal umon Spmtueile éthiopien-

“ 0 ne du 9 Baouna, an 1661 de IEre des artyrs, 9 Semé de I'an de
| grice 1937, . ! g i

!
) Aprés quo: tous les délegues des Eghses provm;rales éthio-
. piennes, & lissue d'une assemblée réanie du 9 au 17 Hédar de la
" iiprésente année en 'Eglise de la Sainte Trinité 2 Addis Abéba, et
" aprés avoir exprimé la décision définitive communlquée par le
Synode d’Alexandrie au sujet du Patriarche éthiopien Nous ont
fait savoir que la Sainte grande Réunion Spirituelle Ethmpxenne
ne pouvait accepter cette décision.

diseutent la guestion. Cependant,| pr?s avair é\'her.idu"pendant

A présent, le fait que I'Eglise éthiopienne ne puisse obtenir '

les droits qu'elle réclame Nous laisse & penser que les deux Eglises

peuvent en arriver 3 se séparer, bien que. ce ne soit pas 1A le

désir de 'Eglise éthiopienne.

En conséquence, afin d'exposer a4 Votre Béatitude l'impor
tance de la question et de vous demander d'y bien réfléchir pour
pouvoir trouver une solution satisfaisante, Nous avens délegué
auprés de Votre Béatitude les enfants de Notre Eglise Orthodoze,
Nos fidéles serviteurs Fitawrari Tafesse Habte Mikael assisté de
Blatta Mersié Hazen que nous espérons voir revenir avec une
réponse satisfaisante pour notre Etat et Notre Eglise.

Addis Abéha, le Pfemier Ter Mﬂle Neuf
Cent Trente Huit (9 Janvier 1946).

i
i

A;:;pendix N. 2

'DECISION DU SAINT-SYNODE

DE L’EGLISE COPTE-ORTHODOXE

En sz réunion du jeudi 23 Touba {662.de I'Ere des
Martyrs {31 janvier 1946) pour l'examen des huit
demandes de 'Eglise Ethiopienne).

Premidre Demande

L'Eglise éthiopienne sollicite la nomination dun Evéque
Lthmp:en pour succéder a Sa Béatitude lAmba Kyrollos, Arche-
véque actuel d'Ethiopie.

Décision du Saint-Synode

Considérant que le Saint-Synode avait examiné ladite deman-
de-en sa réunion du mois de Baofina 1661 (juin 1945) et avait
décidéide ne pas agréer la demande de I'Eglise Ethiopienne, pour

= otxfs historiques sur lesquels 'Elle sest appuyee dans Sa
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¥ilawrari Taffessa, ministre des Travaux Publi¢s, portant un

" message adressé par Sa Majesté & Sa Béatitude le Locumt Tenens -

du Patriarcat, ot Elle demande au Saint-Synode de réexaminer
la premiére décision.

" Considérant que 1'Eglise Copte apprécie hautemnent la média-
" ‘tion de Sa Majesté "Empereur, et confiant dans Son zéle constant
pour assurer la continuité des relations entre les deux Eglises et
‘. dans Sa vigilance A en resserrer les liens; I'Eglise Copte,id'autre
part, fortement soucieuse de réaliser tous les moyens qui peuvent

aider A l'essor de 'Eglise Ethiopienne, se fait une- joie d'en favori- 1.

ser I'épanouissement.

S ;: Pour tous les motifs qui précédent, le Saint;Synode a qiécidé
: -'_dc:c'.lonner suite & la demande de I'Eglise Ethiopienne et t heu-

 yeux que cet événement ait leu sous Ses Auspices — évéhément:

‘qui est le premier dans sonm gente dans I'His:toiré de [ 'Eglise
Copte oll, pendant seize sitcles consécutifs, tous, les Archevéques

. d'Bihiopie ont été nommés parmi le Clergé Egyptien.

i “ ‘Aussi, le Saint-Synode a-til décidé que PEvéque de I'Empire
“Ethiopien qui succédera a P'Archevéque actuel, Sa Béatitude
1'Amba Kyrollos, sera un religieux éthiopien qui sera élevé A cette
. haute dignité par le Patriarche Apostolique de Saint Mare, lequel

i i'ui pecordera toutes les attributions de I'Evéque Egyptien.

Deuxidme Demande

E : .
i L'Eglise Ethiopienne demande qu'il soit accordé a l'ﬁrchevé-
que d’Ethiopie le droit de sacrer les évéques. !

Décislon.

¢ 'Vu que cette demande a été précédemmentj examinée par 1é
. dit Saint-Synode qui en a décidé l¢ rejet pour les motifs‘qui ont
jastifié Sa Décision. T :

: ' Considérant que le Saint-Synode estime, cummé E: premiérj
fois, que le droit conféré a I’Archevéque de sacrer les ;gévéques,
" .p'est nullement reconnu par le Saint Droit; Canon addpié par

PFglise Copte ni- par les autres Eglises Chr,_éjciéhhes Tr_aﬁ':__t'ionna_-

" listes, pour le motif que le sacre des évéques appart} nt aux i

| Patriarches, en collaboration avec les Evéques dt_a,f I'Eglise, -

1
i

: pués
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Attendu que, pour ce motif, ie Saint-Synode ne posséde pas
de droit d’introduire une modification au dit droit canon, et sC

voit contraint d'entériner sa précédente décision en cette matiére,

¥
I} est au grand regret de ne pouvoir donner suite & cette
demande, 4 savoir que PArchevéque soit investi du droit de sacrer
les dvéques, et il proclame que ce droit appartient exclusivemerit
au Patriarche.
L Trolsitme Demande.

LiEglise Ethiopienne sollicite I'augmentation du nombre des
évéques pour 'Empire éthiopien.

Décision

Vu ciue le Saint-ESyhode a examiné cette demande en sa pré
cédente réunion et approuvé ie sacre[ de quatre évéques autres
que PEvéque actuel, Sa Béatitude FArhba I_sa@c;

Considérant que le Saint-Synode est i1‘:‘?,1:!';‘-:1.1:: d'agréer la de-
mande de I'Eglise éthiopienne d'augmenter le nombre des évéques
pour resserrer les liens spirituels entre E,;:s habitants d'Ethiopie,

Pour ces motii;’:_s,3 le Saint-Synodeidéciﬁg: de porter le nombre
des évégques de cing & sept, dent deux iseront sacrés parmi le
clergé égyptienlet'd,izvrom savoir parfaitement la langue amba-

e i 5 . ; : .
rique.. - Co | i :

j : i s : }
Yoo : ', .. Quatrieme Demande. .

i : . : L . . ¢ -

I_Jf.’Egl;ise_ éthiopienne demande que ses délégués participent
& l'élection des Patriarches du, Siege de SaintMare. =

S % | Dégsion. : _

Vu due le Sﬂnt-Synode a dgji hgréé cette demande; par sa
précédente décision, sur la bage] du _-ai'@:'q,lue I'Empire éthiopien
constitue 1'un des-diocéses du 2ge de Saint Marc d’Alexandrie;
et en _confirmation de ge:qui pré gde. ©. _ i

AL S S Pl

i Le SaintéSynhddc?.‘;:d’_éc:‘de quie k’E;rjp;nref;éth;op_;en et Sa Sainte
Eglise soient représentés a I'dlection idu Patriarche par lgs ‘délé-
és: suivarts i ERE : :t

poetoEr i : H

*1) Sa Béatitude I'Archevédue, los évéques et I'Etchégié,
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2) Le délégué de'Sa Majesté I'Empereur,
3) Leurs Excellerices les Minis’trés

Et en outre douze notables é désxgnar par Sa Majesté 'Em-
pereur. ;

Cinquitme Demande.

L'Eglise ‘éthiopienne demande & &tre représentée dans les
réunions du. Saint-Synode au Sizge du Patriarcat.

Déciston.

Attendu que{ le Saint-Synode a precedemment appmuvé cette
demande et qu'il estime toujours qu'elle constitute un des: dro;ts
de I'Eglise éthiopienne comme faisant partle du Siege Apostchh
que d'Alexandrie. .

Pour ce meotif, il confirme sa précédenté décision, 2 savoir
Vinvitation adressée 4 Sa Béatitude I"Archevéque d'Ethiopie et
a ses évéques A assister aux réunions du Samt Synode qui auront
lieu au Caire.

Sixizme Demande.

L'Eglise éthiopienne sollicite I'dchange de;missions entre
religieux des deux Eglises. P

Décision. o

Etant donné que le Saint-Synode a précé@emf_nem agréé cette

demande, i} décide 1'échange de missions entre religieux des deux;.

Eglises et confie au délégué du Patriarche le soin de choisir,
en collaboration avec les supérieurs des Couvents la premiere
mission de religieux égyptiens pour I'Ethiopie. En méme temps,
il souhaite 1a Bienvenue & toute mission de religieux qui sera en-
voyée ici par 'Eglise éthiopienne.

Septieme Demande

Addis Abéba

e kA S

L'Eglise: éthloplenne solhc:te lmst:tunon d‘un sémmatre a

:
[
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du Saint-Synode, étant donné qu'il a été porté 2 la connaissance
du Saint-Synode que Sa Majesté 'Empereur estime: urgent la créa-
tion d'une école et I'a instituéde de fait, et gue lznstrucnon y est
assurée par un corps enseignant égyptien,

Pour tous ces motifs, le Saint-Synode adresse Ses remercie-
ments & Sa Majesté¢ 'Empereur pour le soin vigilant apporté par
Eile & mettre en exécution ledit project, & condition de mettre
cette dcole sous la protection permanente de Sa Sainteté le Pa-
triarche, d'aider a élever cette école au rang de Grand Séminaire
de théologie et de favoriser la création de petits sémmmres dansg
les provmces éthiopiennes.

Huitizme Demande

L'Eglise éthiopienne demande qu'il lui.soit accordé d'avoir un
Saint-Synode spécial 3 Addis Abéba et demande aussi la levée de
Vexcommunication portée contre les évéqgues éthiopiens qui ont
accepid leurs dignités des mains de ceux qui n'avaient pas le

droit__de les leur conférer.

Décision

Vu que I'Eglise éthiopienne formant avec VEglise Copte
d’Egypie une seule Eglise, il lui est impossible de posséder un
autre Saint-Synode que celui du Patriarcat d'Alexandrie au Caire.

Considérant que le Saini-Synode a précédemment décidé, au
sujet de la cinguiéme demande, que U'Eglise éthiopienne serait
représentée au sein du Saint-Synode d’Alexandrie, dans ses
réunions au Caire, '

Vu que le droit canon de 'Eglise Copte autorise la formation
de Cangrégations régionales sous la présidence de I'Evéque,

Pour ces motifs, le Saint-Synode proclame le droit de 'Eglise
éthiopienne de se réunir en Congrégation régionale sous la pré
sidence de I'Evéque pour examiner les questions intérieures
locales: elle en référera au Saint-Synode d'Alexandrie pour toutes

- les questions concernant le dogme, les rites et le droit canon.

En‘ce qui concerne la levée de l'excommunication, le Saint-
Synade I'a précédemment décidée, 4 condition que ceux qui en
sont I'object retournent a ieurs anciennes d:gmtés




“.:éipf}e:fd.ix N. 2 '

- Le Sainit- Synode confirme la décision précédente, sous réserve

i _-:que les susdits évéques soient envoyés au Caire pour recevoir leur
“iAvestiture suivant les lois ecclésiastiques, et & condition que leur:

‘nombre ne dépasse pas cing.

Telies sont les décisions du Saint-Synode.

Lz Secrétaire du Saint-Synode.

Sceau; Thomas, Evéque de Béhéra et de Gharb;eh
Le Président du Saini-Synode.

Seeay: Athanasius, Evéque de Béni-Souef,
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SPEECH DELIVERED
BY THE FIRST ARCHBISHOP OF ETHIOPIA
ON 19TH JANUARY, 1951,

Your Imperial Majesty,

Farst of all if is my prmlege to exalt Alrmghty God for
choosing me to be the first Ethlopxan Archbxshop, following the
successful ach1evement of authority for the Ethioplan Church.

Ethiopia, vthch enjoys the reputat:on of bemg one of the
first nations to’ be chr:stsamsed has reached this cxalted status
through the ggcncxes of her combined materxai hnd spiritual
wealth.. As mpral ‘strength reinfordes bod;ly fraﬂty,* 50 ‘are the
spmtuai and materlal forces ic:t:!1111:’11331:1‘-311&1ry to each other

: Ethmpla has a record of contmued faith!in God from the
time of the Old Testament to the' New This devptmﬁ to God
has found. favmirab[e receptmn from the Church as well as the

Govemrnem : g ‘ o

‘t by St mebnuus As

the terch of ligl ; e
: 3 of the movement, was

ult of this




known as the etorch-bearers. Thus, Frumentius is an apostle who
found the Ethiopian people eminently prepared to assimilate the
teachings of the Gospel.

Likewise, Abraha and Atsbaha's names were also associated
with «lights, since the light of Gospel penetrated into the country
during their reign.

. Once, Histewa Lehindekie, a traveller to Jerusalem, believed
in Christ, according to the prophetic saying, although he had
never seen the latter. So has Ethiopia been a firm believer, ac-
cording to the saying: ‘Blessed are they who believe in me, with-
out needing 1o see me to believe.

Since the adoption by Ethiopia of the New Testament in

succession to the Qid Testament, the Government repeatedl'y-

demanded the right of having an Ethiopian Archblshop and
Bishops.

However, since:the time was not ripe, the Ethiopian Church
waited under the traditional administration. For some time, when
unfortunate circumstances crept in, it continued sts work through
divinely appointed Ethiopian Bishops. For example, the Great
Apostle, Abuna Teklehaimanot, was an Ethxoplan éhosen by God
for the post.

When { recall the lilfe history of Abuna Teklehaimanot, I am
reminded of the contribution made towards the progress of the
Ethiopian church by Your Imperial Majesty's ancestor, Atse
Yikuno Amlak. Besides this, the ! Ethiopian church will never
forget the kind turns rendered to it by the Ethiopian Rujers.

Comparing Your Imperial Ma_gestys work with that of Your
ancestors, Dav:d and Solomeon, Your servxce t,o the Ethxoptan

‘that has cxermsed admirab[erpanenceﬁn Your prcsent achmve—
] mEHt? § H

As God smd to Abraham «l gam your shieid. and vyour
' has fu}_fill d

s

reward hall

e L

e
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bition because of your magnanimity. The Bthiopian Church
therefore, always prays for the longevity of Your Imperial
Ma]esty .

On this occasion we remember the EthOplan spiritual
Martyrs Abuna Petros and Abuna Mikael who sacrificed their
lives during the enemy occupation of the country, with an equani-
mity of mind making no distinction between Lfe and death, sweet-
ness and bitterness, heaviness and lightness remembering Your
Imperial Majesty's service to the Ethiopian church' and conscious
of the reward of sacrifice, they discharged their duty. ’

We remember calling at the Imperial Palace on July 22, 1943,
followmg the consecration of Ethicpian bishops. Your Imperial
Majesty then said: «It is necessary that the greatness of Ethiopia
and her civilizational development must go side by side with her
spmtual greatness.» This spiritual growth is now seen having
obtained this great spiritual right.

The agreement reached between the Ethiop:an and the Egyp
tian Orthodox churches, without any friction in the ex1stmg
spantuai bonds, has prompted the great happmess we entertain
now. In this connection, I would recall, in the presence of Your
Imperial Majesty, the reception accorded to me’ by His Grace
Yosab II in Egypt as a mark of sharing our mutuai joy.

- Your Imperial Majesty has accomplished a memorabie task
in the.spiritual realm of this country. We are aware that, in pro-
portion to the growth of the church, the responsxbxhnes become

P

heavier. - ;

May God bring to fruition the effort which has been expcnd E
ed in this task. May God bless Your Imperial Majesty and Your
lineage, May God's mercy and protection be with Ethiopia, our
couniry. Amen!
I




HIS EXCELLEN@Y

BITWEDDED MAKONNEN ENDALCATCHEOU

THE PRIME MINISTER SPEAKS
ON 15TH JANUARY, 1951

Your Imperial Majesty,

° Permit me, Your Imperial Majesty, to express my profound
felicity upon having the honour of delivering this speech on the
occasion of a great historical acmevement

To-day the long cherished desire and aim of the Ethiopian
Church has been crowned with success. She has obtained the
happiness and honor worthy of her antiquity.

Following the example of Ethiopian Kings who devoted
particular care toward the Church from its infancy, Your Imperial

-Majesty always has supported the Ethiopian Church on an un-
shakeable altar of honor. It is possible, therefore, to say that His

Iniperiai Majesty has been as fortunate as _' were Abraha and
Atsbaha. .

: Realizing the|necessity of an autonomous church for an in-
dependent country, Your Imperial Majesty laid the foundation

f

i



i-e:gown__. name’ of the ‘Ethiopian Church.

Tk *In pl

’Your Imperial Majesﬁy, o

I order to enable Your people to share the frmts of modern
1cw111zation without destroymg theéir traditional’ practlces, ‘apd
knowing that the only means of brihging to Your people 2 hlgh
standard of life is education, Your Imperial Majesty has devoted
most of Your precious time to this cause. And the fruits of this
effort may be seen in the fact that already educated young men
are to-day participatihg directly m the b:g task of modemxzmg
Ethiopia. :

By impressing upon the mmds 9f ckuIdren that any kind of
education and knowledge is useful ‘only when pracnced in the

fear of God, Your Imperial Maquty has :given ‘such advice on
many occasions in the past. This cmimsei of- w1tness of conscience
is leading youngsters in the proper rectmn

e A8 Your Imperial Masesty has said, Mans civilization can
Huly, be permanent and nstmctgve 1f.zit s sustained by a deep
faith in the Creawr, viliz g, in: faxth ‘and duty can
onIy Tove to be s d ructive : amples have repeated!y
éaﬁi‘séd by 'ﬁmé?-jﬁ _ 1 instnunentahty of “his

Thé*‘«i’)z‘é&‘éﬂfinﬁéfﬁaﬁonai situat!ion presents evidence that if

than dboids Hndsgletds ‘the’ doing of benevolent deeds all his
‘education, wisdetn ’ﬁhd’*&éﬁlm ‘cannot save hjm fmm trials and

distress.’ ;

. “You¥ Impeﬁal’lMajesty seey clearly two; paral}el courses in
Your le's ad:va.ncement The-other is the people's spiritual

anning any kind of war, there are two thmgs which '
* miust be corisidered. These are: the beginning and the end. But.
_;these thmgs kre natural gifts of Your Imperial Majesty. There-
| fere, no im ' 'rtant task begun has been left unfinished during:

B hlstoncal epoch thereby achieving and:i

" the Etlnop1an people.

" wisdom and patience of Your Impenai

the spmtual history of Ethiopia and th :Ethi pi

Moreovcr. this great goal has been

ting the age-old spiritual ties between th
drine Churches. Inasmuch as the right
pian Church has been granted through
serve to strengthen still further the exis

Your 'Imperial Majesty,

Your submission of Your achievernents to Go
contemplating the worthiness of Your efforts, sided by the strong
belief that everything can be done through the will of God,} €0
tribiites much to the greatness of Your hfes hxstar}'

Inasmuch happiness brought through ‘effort and work 3
everlasting value, s0 Your Imperial Majesty's work will forever
be recognized by this quality. As it has been said, *‘Anyone who
begins any work with the help of.God,swill: accomphsh ‘i work
by the help of God.' ST :

7

“Long live Your Impenal Maj
Long live Her Impenal Ma;esty%

. Long Hve the Imperial Famx!yl '
o I,.ong live Ethiopial R
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HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR : P D
CROWNS THE CEREMONY BY HIS SPEECH ,

ON I9’I‘I—I JANUARY 1951

iy

" We. are tha'ﬁkful to God at the nomination of an Ethiopian

to bé the Archbxshop of Ethiopia, which accomplishment We gon-

sider to be of the ‘highest importance of afl thTale We have dcme

i

- during’ Dur relgn, for the beneflt of the Ethxopi

The effort undertaken several years ago. and the path We
have had to travel $ince, for the gradual attainment of complete
authonty for the Ethiopian Church, have been too arduous to

be forgotten.

i

At last, the work w1lled by Ged has been accomphshed and
He has given Our indipendent nation a church, endowed with
authority, which ranks among the free churches of the world.
This accomplishment, whigh has taken place dunng Qur reign,

constitutes a matter of gndt
The monarchs  of Our angest
event, and God: has enabl
thened by faxth

Our !r:cngratu},at'=

b

for Us ‘as well as for Cur people.
ry eamestly ‘desired  witriess this

:.Us to see reahzed the hope, streng-

Yo;'s'_.ir G'é‘ace that you a:xfe the first

.
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Ethiopian to be entrusted with such a high and sacred duty
during Our reign. An era of increasing mutual respect and cor-
diality has opened between the EtHiopian and-Egyptian Orthodox
churches.: . 4 :

Our thanks are due to His Holiness Yosab! II, of the Holy:
Seat of St. Mark, who consented to bring this matter to a seitle- .
ment, in the light of God's inspirdtion. We are happy to remark ;-
that this ecclesiastical evolution, effected in Dur age, points tof

our common goad luck.

Spiritual power is the eternal guide, in this life and the life
after, for man who ranks supreme among all ‘creatures. Led for-
ward by spiritual power, man can reach the summit destined for
him by the great Creator. S ;

In Your Grace is vested the respb?psibi;}i';yffox ‘
of the Ethiopian church, for its part, towards ‘giving. the remedy

for and the spiritual comfort to the wounds ca ?é"d by the evil in .

‘yours for givn

- the world. 1M9r¢ovei', in;ﬁanﬁﬁ_ I;uithe duty:
~ guidance to flé* Ethiopik Iple
restrial as{ well as ‘ -

€S,

We ean;estl.yt?fxdpé.::tx at G : _
Grace to help you discharge the heavy duties that you shoulder.

{

[E s e e

contribution

for thein‘ﬁéﬁefit'in_'their ter-
t;bd _grant you strength and His .

" ARCHBISHOP OF THE EMPIRE OF ETHIOPIA.

«, gAppiendix N. 6

gm—

16 Kiakh 1673 .
(25 December 1958) .

ATHANASSIOS, ARCHBISHOP OF BENISUEF AND BAHNASA =
LOCUM TENENS OF THE PATRIARCH, R
T0 OUR BELOVED SPIRITUAL BROTHER,
HIS EMINENCE ANBA BASILIOS,

“I" We send Your Eminence our apostolic embrace and brotherly .

g!reetings and we hope Your Eminence is well.

Followiﬁg our letter of October 27th 1958, we regret to inform

Your Eminence that it has not proved possible to effect the modi--

fication of the electoral law for the election of the Pope and
Patriarch. This being the case, and considering the urgent neces-
sity of discharging the Patriarchal function and its spiritual and
administrative responsibilities, the Church cannot suffer that the
Patriarchal See should continue to remain vacant, nor can it
endure to be exposed to the danger of remaining without a head
any longer than the period of over two years which has elapsed
since the vacancy. We have therefore come to the - conclusion
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the election’ must be now expedited; the only way to this

roceed with thé‘ electoral procedure according to the pre-
v without modlﬁcatmn, between the five candidates already
anc! approved

_Emmence will appreciate that the Holy Synod have
the utmost good-will during the recent talks between the
pian and the Coptic Delegations. They have been and are
‘anxious to fulfil the desires of the Ethiopian Church, but
tances preventrthe execution of those relating to the
ation of the electoral law regarding the participation of
thiopian Church in the election of the 116th Pope and Pa-
. Naturally this has no influence on the decisions taken

¢ Holy Synod, and the conditions attached thereto, for after _

ectxon of the Pope and Patriarch.

e are confxdent YOur Eminence and the Ethiopian Church

reahze the present situation, so that there should be no
that close spiritual and practical co-operation governs the :

ons of the Copnc and Ethiopian Churches.
e pray God Aimlghty to guide us for the good of His Church.

ATHANASSIOS
Archbishop of Benl-Suef and Babnasa
Locum Tenens of Patriarch

1" (3rd March 1959)

HIS EMINENCE ANBA ATHANASSIOS
ARCHBISHOP OF BENI-SUEF AND BAHNASA
LOCUM TENENS OF THE ALEXANDRIAN PATRIARCH

We send Your Eminence our brotherly greetings.

We acknowledge the receipt of the létter of December 25th
1958 from You.r_ Eminence, communicating to us that, in electing
the 116th Pope and Patriarch, recourse will not be had to the
amended Electoral Law agreed upon between the Ethiopian and
Coptic Delegations at the negotiations held at Cairc in July 1958,
where the two Delegations were of one accord to submit the said
amended Electoral Law to the sole appropriate competent autho-

rity of the Church ‘namely, the Holy Syned.

When the Etluoplan representatives that we appointed in Sep-
tember of last year to serve on the Selecting Committee returned,
after. one month of sojourn in Cairo, without attaining agreement
on th_e_elecnon of the 116th Pope and Patriarch, the letter which
they - brought from Your Eminence caused us great sorrow.
Nevertheless, we were left with the belief that the election was

Yekkatit 24, 1951 EC.|



» Locim Tenens and the Holy Synod of the ‘Coptic Churc
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postponed «sine: die»; but did not;jexpe_ct to be confronted with
the state of affairs set forth in the letter of Your Eminence of
December 25th 1938, B E

Your Eminence will appreciate that the Protocol and the
Electoral Law are intended not only to serve in the pending elec
tion of the.ll6th Pope and Patriarch, but also to be the basis of
relations between our two Churches. Hence,.it is incumbent
upon both parties to fully respect the terms of these two agree-
ments; for, in our view, as no distinction can be made ‘between

[

or fail to#éther. -

: gards the execution ‘of the Protocol,: ish fo

to r»Eminence that we had reposed our preat trust’

‘Egypt: The statement in the letter from Your; Eminence; means
that the amended Electoral Law will not be applied in the elec-

t ton of thee116th Pope and Patriarch, and that the Ethiopians
. shall ‘not participate in the election as-equals.. ; S A

. : "I'h'erefbre we, on our part, consider the dé@ision @5 being a-
. unilateral abrogation of the Protocol agreed upon at Cairo in

1958. Sich a unilateral abrogatipn of the Pro;tocol wili not do
.justice to the historical relations that have existed between. our
wo Churches daring the past sixteen hundred years.

Under these circumstances and until the Coptic Church
favourably responds' to the demands of the Ethiopian Church,
and duly respects her rights, the Ethiopian Church will be com-
pelied neither to participate in the election of the Patriarch nor
" to.accord him recognition as her Supreme Spiritual Father: hence
forward he will continue to assume for herself, on her own right
and responsibility, the diss:harge of her spiritual functions.

We wish to conv%y to' Your. Eminence that, despite all this,
the filial duty we owe to St. Mark, the unity of our faith and the
brotherly love that We cherish one for: another will all remain
undiminished. i

We pray Almighty God that He will continue to guide and
bless our two Churches. : L .

?:Your ‘brother in Christ
.BASILIOS

i
;

the Protocol and the amended ]?.(Iectc}rag}-_giw, the two mmust stand :

i
E
i
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12; Barmpuda, 167
E 20th April 1959
TO HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY : :
THE CONQUERING LION OF JUDA
HAILE SELASSIE IST
ELECT OF GOD EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA

Blessing of the Holy Trinity and peate of our Fathers the
Apostles be upon Your August Person and on the blessed Ortho-
dox Daughter Her Imperial Majesty Empress Menen and His
Imperiai Highness the Crown Prince and the Members of the
Imperial Family as well as all the Clergy and People of beloved
Ethiopia. L

We have pleasure to convey to Your Imperial Majesty that
the elections from amongst the five candidates to the Patriarchal
Chair were carried out with the blessing of God on Friday the
17th Day of April 1959, The three candidates 'who received the
highest number of votes were presented to the Holy Ballot which
took place at Saint Mark Cathedral in the morning of Sunday
the 11th Day of Barmouda 1675 {(April 19th 1959); of whom God
chose El-Kommos Mina ElBaramoussi, Pope of Alexandria and
Patriarch of the Church of Saint Mark. : :
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We have also pleasure in conveying to Your Imperial Majesty .
ith the Will of God and the Help of His Holy spirit, the
mony of annointing His Grace the Pope and Patriarch will Ly F
place in the morning of Sunday the 2nd Day of Bashans i '
May 10th 1959) in Saint Mark Cathedral in Cairo. it is the .

Your presence in this eminent religious ceremony.

Ne pray to God to gﬂard Your Imperial Majesty as the pride
Orthodox Church.and to preserve You in excelient health ‘ |
ength together with Her Imperial Majesty, the Empress ;i L
Your blessed sons_ thc Princes. . 4 P

ATHANASSIOS

Archbishop of Beni-Suef and Bahnasst : 3
: Locum Tenens of the Patriarch

‘hope of the Churct__x, Clergy and Laity, that You honour us 31;

. Miazia 14, 1951
y  (pril 22,1959)
ATHANASSIOS, P s

- ARCHBISHOP OF BENI- SUEF AND BAH'\IASA

LOCUM TENENS OF THE PATRIARCH

Your Grace :f,- 5'-:':

i MaJesty Haile Sella551e I Emperor of th:bpm- my August Sove—

nﬁlder(

fact that the. position in which the Ethiopxan Church finds heri
self in respect of the electzon of the I16th Pope and Patriarch
has been explained in the letter addressed to Your Grace by His -
Grace Aba Basilios dated 3rd March 1959 1

By command of Hls*Ma]esty fthe Emperor, my Aupusti
Sovereign I have the honour to: mfprm Your Grace, that it is
for the reason$ set out in that letter that neither the Ethiopian
Church nor a Delegation of the Impgrial Ethiopian Government
will take part in the 1naugura1 ceremony of the electxon of the
116th Pope and Patriarch.

I have the honour to convey to Your Grace the expressxon

of my most respectfui greetings.
: KETEMA;YIFRU-

Private Secretary

i

B
%
!
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O

7th May, 1959

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spmt One God
Amen. .

E : _ - f ' aBehold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
' ’ together in unity» (Psalm 133).

' ? ‘«l therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye

. walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are ‘¢alled ... endea-

. . . i ; vouring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace...
{ . : A There is one body, and one spirit even as ye are called in one
R hope of your cailing. One Lord, one faith, one baptism. Ore God

’ ‘ and: Father of all who is above all, and through all and in yoﬁ all

(Ephesians 4: 1-6).

‘ . HIS IMPERIAL BLESSED ORTHODOX MAJESTY
THE EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE I Co
P S P ‘ ELECT FROM GOD KING OF KINGS OF ETHIOPIA: E
- B THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDA. : e

Grace and Peace from God our Father and Iésué:Christ our
Saviour and Redeemer and the Holy Spirit our: Gmde and Con-
soler,

L, o 1 extend this message to Your Majesty followmg the choice
of grace of God to my weak person to this t position,
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of God as was Aaron.» YHeébrews 5:4). ¢ 0T

Joyalty and peace.

gives me great pleasure to express to Your Imperial

loved Ethiopian Nation and to the Church of Saint Mark
‘blessed Country.

doubt, when the spirit of real Christian love, and mutual
ation ‘and understanding prevails, then it shall be possible
come all dxfflculnes and reach. satisfactory solutions and
new éra which will reinforce the holy tie between us that

heent protected strgngthened and cared for by Your Impenal

d wxilmg " soon aftér the consecration serve, with the ut.
) i Blsh_ops inyEgypt do appreciate with me the

an needs and we shall eéndeavour by the Grace of God
meet them by the 1same “spitit of 1ove for the strengthemng of
{Church of 8t, Mark. SRR

%ré PapaSa

fice, for the first time in the history of our Church, which:
;increase my;
between.us, ;

¥0 man taketh thxs honou unto himself,: but he that s

feel Gods call and the great responsibilities which the; :
of souls requires I believe that He who called me is:

oncerns me over anything else that. this ministry of souls |
dership should be founded on the real Christian principles -

the deep feeling in my heart of the love and esteem to -

conmderanon and care. I feel sure that my brothers the

t- will gnr' me greater pieasure to have my brothers the -
ps of Ethlopla to join in the laying of
3ds oh the' ﬁead*of jtﬁe Pope of Alexandria at the consecrat:on_é =

ffeelm' ;of the: strength and depth of the holy:
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It will make me happier if Your Impenal Ma]esty would send
a personal delegatlon as ‘Wwell as the Lika Papasat and Bishops
of Ethiopia to join in this historical occasmn on Sunday May
10th, 1939, :

I am lodicmé forward with joy to that 'day when I can see
Your Imperial Majesty in Beloved Ethiopia as wel! as in Egypt
to complete our sp:ntual joy in the Lord. i

In conclusion 1 pray to Almighty God ta blessi‘__four Tmp
Majesty's life and the life of Her Imperial Majesty the Efmpres:
the beloved Princes, clergy and all the people and to. keep and
prosper Your beloved Empire and promote peace in 1ts '

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon ug ali
for His Glory for ever. Amen. :

Kommos Mina El—B#ramouséi. i
Pope elect of Alexandria: R




H
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' ]  8th Bashans 1675
: lﬁfll_ MQY.' 1959_.
Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate N

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Splnt Gne' Godi
Amen. *

«If there be therefore any fellowship of the spmt.,. t'ul
my joy, that ye be likeminded having the same love, bemg
accord of one mind.» (Philippians 2: 1,2) :

His Imperial Blessed Orthodox Majesty
The Congquering Lion of Juda

HAILE SELASSIE I, Elect of God
King of Kings of Ethiopia.

Grace and peace from God our Father and- Iesus Chnst our
Saviour and Redeemer and the Holy Spmt our Guide and Con-
saler. . S
We are sending our second message to Your Impcnai Majesty
after the Grace of God has bestowed on our weakness the gifts
of the Holy Spirit by the laying of the apostelic hands to continue.
the succession of the mission started by Saint Mark the Apostle




ached by the feehng of unhappmess Your
enced as expressed in the verbal message

pray to God to bestow the Grace of the Holy Spmt to
to the, Church its peace and security through the spirit
e and tolerance which we expressed in our first message
rgettmg ‘those things which are behind, and reaching forth
‘hlich are before». {Philippians 3:13).

é;gre.a.t;l'y éppfeéiate and are thankful for the noble feeliinés&
> eve incréasmg spu'imal afid’ Soial ‘hieeds of the CLofd’
thesei_days;attd the: responsab:hties bf the: Church towards

way t6” sausfy our coné ience
Whmh is admmlstered by us»
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metropohtan “Anba Lokas of Manfalout, Anba Yuanis of Khar-
toum and Anba Beniamin of Menoufia together with our Sons
Messrs, Farid Mangarious, Emile Doss, Amin Fakhry Abdel Nour, .-
Murad Kamel and Kamal Fahmy Hanna to confirm our’prevfmlsly_
expressed feelings and to lrmte 2 deIega}ion from: Your, Imperiai'

ganisation and the planmng of its responsﬂsﬂm : e
under our personal guidance, for th achieverent of the missxon.-_-

of the Church for the Glory of God and the Salvatxon of Souls

We were very pleased to hear of Your Imperial Majesty’s .
near ws;t to Egypt whmh gave great joy. to all our people, i
view of the longing to Your belovcd personality and fhe
pian people. i :

We pray to Ahmghty God to bless Your 1
life and the life of Her Imperial Majesty the Em
Prmces, Clergy and all’ th e people a.nd to keep A
beloved Empxre and promota peace in its lagnd.

Pr‘axse for I-Ils Gldry for ever, An;\en.

1

A 5 . of the Preaching of St.. Mnrk
: i KYRILLOS VI e
¢ By the Grace of God
Pope of Alexandria & Patrlarch




i
i

e

.

i,

in my name, thereamlinthe =0:151;: '
of them.». (Math.18-20)

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spiri

Amen. . .
KYRILLOS VI
BY THE GRACE OF GOD
POPE ‘OF ALEXANDRIA AND PATRIARCH OF
THE PREACHING OF ST. MARK

“to
H1S IMPERIAL MAJESTY
THE CONQUERING LION OF THE TRIBE OF .TUDAH
HAILE SELASSIE I RS
ELECT OF GOD, EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA

Grace and peace from God our Father and Jesus Chnst our_ _
Saviour and Redeemer and the Holy Spirit our Guide and Cozn-"

soler.
We have duly received from -the hands of His nghness .'
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jazmatch Asrate Kassa Your Majesty’s letter dated Sth‘June
A mcludmg the names of the delegation which Your iMajesty
thosen to come to Cairo according to our invitation to join
e st dy of the Church organizations whlch would strengthen

Majestys deleganon for the same purpose:

My b?;‘others the metropolitans Anba Lukas of Manfalout and
oub for the region of Egypt, Anba Yuanis of Khartoum and
nda for the region of the Sudan and Uganda, and Anba Ba-
s of Jerusalém and the Near East for the regions of Jeru-
m and the near Fast, and our sons: Engineer Youssef Saad
ex-minister and the vicepresident of the Meglis Milly — Mr.
Andrawos the ex-ambassador — Mr. Dimitry Rizk the ex-
assador — Dr. Murad Kamil the professor at Cairo Umversxty
Father Makary El Souriany.

We are sure that the grace of God will act in these meetings
reach by the guidance of the Holy Spirit good results foi the

fit of the Church and its sons in all the regions of Preaching
t. Mark. ' -

We pray to Almighty God to bless Your Imperial Ma;estys
and the life of Her Imperial Majesty the Empress, the beloved
rinces, Clergy and all the people and to keep and prosper Your
ved Empire and promote peace in its land. :

The Grgce_ of_ -de be upon You,

Praise for stGlory for ever, Amen.

o (Seal)
KYRILLOS VI

Pope of Alexandrla and Patriarch
of the Preaching of St. Mark

1

!
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. June 25th, 1959
. . Baouna 18, 1675
«Blessed are the peacemakers
for they shall be called the
| children of God.» (Math. 5:9)
In the name of the Fathcr, Son and Holy Spirit One God,
Amen : ‘
KYRILLOS VI f
BY THE GRACE OF GOD
POPE OF ALEXANDRIA AND PATRIARCH OF
THE PREACHING OF ST. MARK |
10
HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY )
THE CONQUERING LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH
HAILE SELASSIE I '
ELECT OF GOD, EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA

i

Grace and peace from God ou;_"i Father and Jesus Christ our
Savior and Redeemer and the Holy Spirit our Guide and Consoler.
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It is a comfort to our Fatherly heart to send Your Imperial
Majesty the protoco! which has beer reached under our guidance
on the 25th June 1959 (18 Baouna 1673 — 18 Sene 1951) between
the Ethiopian Delégation and the Delegation we appointed with
the object of adjustmg the relation of the Church of Egypt and
Ethiopia, of the See gf Saint Mf,ark Our Lord xn Hxs -great love
to the Church remove - ail; thL difﬁcultxes from-theiri nway

We have, with the Grace of God sanctioned thts }Jrotocol and
granted its contents, whlch. will be effective from today.

We pray to Almighty God to! ‘Jie,ss Your Imperial Majesty's
life and the life of Her Imperial Majesty the Empress, the beloved
Princes, Clergy and all the peopie and to keep and prosper Your
beloved Empire and promote peace m its land

The Grace of Go& be upon
Praise Eor H.IS Glory for eve Amen

i

' mmws VI '
Pope of Alexandrfa and Patriarch
of the Preaching of St. Mark

i
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‘and guided by Your Holiness; the purpose of which is to streng-

“has been the force to attain this agreement This Protocol is an

CONQUERING LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH - e
HAILE SELASSIE I
ELECT OF GOD, EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA

to
HIS HOLINESS ANBA KYRILLOS VI S
POPE OF ALEXANDRIA AND PATRIARCH OF
THE SEE OF SAINT MARK :
BATRAKHANA, CAIRO

Asking for your blessings and prayers we send our greetings:
We are in due receipt of Your Holiness's letter of June 25,
1959, together with the attached Protocol signed on Junc 25, 1959,
between our Delegation and the Delegation which was directed

then and improve the spiritual connection between the Churches:
of Ethiopia and Egypt of the See of Saint Mark. We would ke
to offer our thanks to Your Holiness for the blessings that Your:
Holiness has expressed in this letter for our people, ourselves amn
our family. :

The good will and farsighted understanding of Your Hohness
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ent to strehgthén the spiritual connection of the two

as p[eased us profoundly to see this conclusion for whxch
all endeavored

ccupy the Seat of the Patriarch {Reesa Ligana Papasat)
hurch of Ethiopia for this first time we have chosen and’ ‘
d His Beatitude Anba Basilious as successor to Saint Tekle. E
ot, whose present diocese will remain under him, we have
im to be invested as Patriarch by the hand of Your Holiness.
is our fervent desire for the Almighty God to strengthen
ond of His Churches and bless Your Holiness's era w1th
“health and prospenty -

Done on this 26th day of June 1959 .
on the 29th year of Our Reign . . e i ' 4
‘Haile Selassie I R E T STATEMENT OF FAITH MADE BY HIS HOLINESS PATRIARCH
Emperor of Ethiopia : TEWOFLOS AFTER THE CEREMONY OF HIS INVESTITURE_’

s [ y e _ ON $TH MAY, 1971. i P

In 1the Name of the Father, ‘and @113 t and
‘ Spmt tpe one God, to V\}hom be glory andv upon’ us grace “and
mercy, _for ever and ever, Amen. :

fon T This indeed is a moment when I feel the need for divine
g strength and guidance much more than at any other time in the
' past, and I commit myself into God's all-powerful hands which
have supported our fathers and wich lead us. at the present time.

First of all, I thank God, the Holy and Blessed Trinity, Who
in His great mercy has called me to the service of His divine
mysteries. By His inestimable love and grace He has now chosen

S me top serve the holy Church of Ethiopia, which He has founded

(T and guided till this day as its Patriarch. I know, brethren, that

P this is a call to a position of immense responsibility. I pray God

| i Almighty that He may-go before me and direct me, and I beseech
: you all that you may hold me up regularly and constantly in your
prayer before-the Throne of Grace, that I may be epabled to ful-
fil the duties vested in me to the best of my abtllty and in ac-
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cordance with the will of God for the building up of His Holy
Church. !
z
In *committing‘ myself to your prayers, I deem it a pleasant
privilege to set forth the faith which I hold, which I believe is
common to you and me, and which by the grace of God I shall
seek to conserve and propagate in the Church of God,

Borne witness to in the. New Testameut against. the back' ;

ground :of; the 01d Testament, the Faxth of the Churdh is affirmed
in the Crecds the Creed of the Apostles and the Creed of the
Fathers of the Council of Nijcea in 325 Intended to. exclude the
heresy, vghlch declared the Spn a crea
;_ranfx & by sthe Council of (',‘bnstantmople
! i ‘the full divinity of the Holy Spmt it ‘was agam confn’med
. by the Coungil .of Ephesus ‘in 431 whach decided agamst the
: teachmg of those who divided the one Chnst mtq two centres
boof beang:and activity. En S -

oo - Ini & giono s tradition of the dxvmely inspired : fathers of
T those Ceu}mﬁs ‘and of all those who followed in, their footsteps
NP to: our times, 1 confess my faith in Gaod, the Hc«iy Trinity. God
is one: He is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, The Father is perfect

i are not three: Gods for each of them is the same God

© owill and (activity, We worshxp nd glorify H:m in three Persons
by dxstmgutshmg i:oropernes pr in reahty the, Father is Father;
the Son as Son; ahd the Holy Sp},nt is the Spirit of Holiness. God
£ is upity'in Trm:ty and Tnmty in unity. The three have each of
I g them the same Goglheacﬁ in perfection; they are distinguished one
from another only in properties. The Father is Father not either
the Sen or the Hely Spirit. The Son is Son, and is neither the
Father nor the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Holi-

ness, and is neither the Father nor the Son.

ST ¢ 'The unity of Godhead means also that in everything which
v ' the Father does the Son and the Holy Spirit are thére with Him;
in'all that the Son does the Father and the Holy Spirit are there
with Him; and in all thalt the Holy Spirit does the Father and

i The Father for instance creates the

God the Son is perfect God; the Holy Spirit; is perfect God. They

dod is b;;e because Godhead iy one, He is one m essence, .

T —

world through the Son and perfects it in :he Holy prrrt Agam,

. the Father redeems the world through the Son and Hrings t‘ne -

redemption to its completion in the Holy Spmt _
1 confess again, that bne of the Holy 'I‘nmty. namely God

. the Son through Whom everything has been: brought into being,

! for us and for our salvation, came down from heaven and: be:
.. came incarnate and was made man really and perfectly from
.. Mary the Virgin, Mother of God. He united to Himself body

| taken from the Virgin Mother through the operation of the

* Holy Spirit. Thus He Who is eternally God the Son, consubstantial -
. with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, became perfect

“tman, consubstantial with us, unchangeably and inseparably,

“‘confusedly and indivisibly. God the Son united to Himself hype

“statically manhood, taken from the Holy Virgin, whxch was en-’

dowed with a rational soul. The two natures of Godhead and

. manhood became so united in Jesus Christ, the mcamate Son

that they with their respective properties, continue dynammall

.in Him. The one Lord Jesus Christ is thus perfect God, the Sa

being also perfect man, with the single exception that He is ab-

- solutely sinless.

Jesus Christ is one and only Son, bemg composed of the two °
natures which continue in Him without reduction or division, He.
is one Hypostasis, one Prosopon, and one Nature incarnate of God.
the Son. The sones here refers to the unity, not to any reduction,:
as is sometimes erroneously construed. Jesus Christ is the Same, -
at once perfect God and perfect man. All the divine properties on
the one hand, and the human properties on the other, are in :

"Him, without confusion or division. Therefore, all the words He

spoke and all the deeds He performed, were expressions of His

" one Person formed of a union of Godhead and manhood. In Him

Godhead and manhood came to their ultimate union, and in this .
union He lives eternally with the Father and’ the Ho]y Spirit as;
the Mediator between God and man.

" God became man, Says St. Athanasius, in order that man may 4
become divine. Through His dispensation Jesus Christ has ac

:comphshed the salvation of the world once and for all. The salva-
“tion consists, in a word, in bringing man to-an unbroken relation
i with Ged, whereby man is enabled to realize divine sonship and
1

»

ve a life of confidence, peace and love here and now, as well




‘Lasiin hope of eternal life in the world to come. Born of a human
; _mothar Jesus; Christ passed through all levels of human existence,
'-always mamtaihmg His. unbroken Sonship with God the Father;
~ He died on the cross facing the forces of evil; but He rose again
 frdm the deadfﬁ“iﬁhphant bver evil, suffering and ‘death. This
victory has beer W ’tf by hun for our human race, irrespectwe of
caste, cmed or s

The crucifledr and' risen: Christ founded the. Church ﬁ‘order
'.f.hat the redemption.which He accomplished may ‘be’ reaizs d in

human history. Christ is present in the Church, and the [Holy .
‘Spirit guides itiiniits life and activities; The Church is uniyersal -

" and the Ethiopian Qrthodox Church is part of. the worldwide
' Church of Jesus Christ. The Church of Ethiopia, however, has its

iy ‘historic links: w;tth -the -Coptic :Orthodox Church,: iwhich I shal :

_maintain with great care: atd solemnity. In addition, 1 shall aiso!
keep to.the sisterly ties:which our Church has with the" cr

. _Onental Orthodox Churches, namely the Syria Orthodox (ax rchg :
of Antioch and all the East, the Armenian Orthodox Chur ami

: ___the Syrian Qrthodox-Church of India.

. As Patriarch of Ethiopia, I shall by the grace of God maxﬁtam

" the orthodox faith of .our Church. In the presence of God,
- callmg Whom to my witness, I make 2 solemn pledge before you,
Lomy bifothers, that 1 will keep the faith till the end of my jife and
i 'proalaxm it for the guidance and salvation of others as long as
. there lies strength in me. I will exert all my ability for the dis-
' cardmg of every teaching and movement that may battle against
the (Orthodox. Church in our times. I will abide by the Laws of

i the Church. that .are in vogue and help the evolution of Laws and

" regulations’ which are required for the better maintenance of

B .the Chm'ch’s Qrthodox faith, discipline, worship and moralg

1 further undertake to keep ciose to the episcopate, the clergy

.. and‘laity of the Church and do all I can to strengthen the fellow-
* ship of the Church all over Fthiopia and beyond. I will promote

: the communion:inothe Spirit which our Church has with the
: Coptic: Orthodox-Church and the other member bodies of the
Orfental Orthedox ifamily of Churches. Keeping to the spiritual

"+ ties of kinship-with them, I shall do all I can for the promotion

. of amity -and:cooperation between these Churches on the one
. hand and the: Bastern’ Orthodox family- of Churches as well as

of the ‘World Council of Churches, on t
with the decr ion of tha Heads of thg: é:};le

Supp rted by‘ ouf prayers i
_ he TS Ibro erhood

We in Ethiap:a are fxﬂed with grat;tude
giving Us an Emperor who is devoted 1o, the ¢t
as well as to the welfare of the people. TI
which the Church of Ethmplg receives from F 5
is mdeed manifold. Om this pecasion I commit. our. beleved Em-
pernr, ‘the Imperial Fémnly, the ane Mzmste = fiisters
all those who have a share i tha govemment of thl uniry

and indeed all the people of Etl'hopla s both indiy _IIy and R

coilectwely — tg the care and p
iour heavenly Fi ther wﬂi grant e
order -that theyl may administer justxc_

welibeing to Ethiopia, her Chj ] :

S In conclusxon, 1 commit mys'=
prayers ‘and uristinting coop ation. May Gcsd,'the Ho
bless you and guide you, and may His blessings and ‘mercy ‘be
upon me through the prayers of Mary the Virgin; the angels’ and
archangels; the prophets, apostles, martyrs and all the saznts,
now and for ever. Amen Lo
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