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PIPHANY)

On 19th January (zoth ‘January
when leap year comes) the Church of
Ethiopia cclebrates the feast of Timket.
This feast, known as Epiphany in most
other Churches, is cclebrated i com-
memoration of our Lord’s Baptism.

The feast of Epiphany originated in
the East, where it was celebrated in
remembrance of the Baptism of our
Lord and His manifestation to the wo-
1ld, in the third century. From the fourth
century Epiphany ranked with Easter
and Pentecost as onc of the three princ-
ipal feasts ot the Church. It was sometimes
celebrated in connesion with the Nati-
vity of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In the Eastern Churches, however, the
celebration of the day has the solemn
blessing of water as its main feature.
This represents the memorial of ~our
Lord’s Baptism in the river Jordan, our
Baptism as Christians, and also of God'’s
blessing being bestowed on the water
as the created clement of nature.

The feast of Epiphany was also intro-
duced into the West in the 4th centu-
ry, but it lost its character as a feast of
the Baptism of Christ, which it has
retained in the Eastern Church down
to the present. Instead, Epiphany became
associated in the West with the mani-
festadon of Christ to the Gentiles in
the persons of the three Magi. In the
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West it has been commonly called the
feast of the Three Kings of Magt

In Ethiopia Timket is one of the
greatest holy days of the Church, whi-
ch is celebrated every year as a national
holy day. The Church and people ob-
serve the feast with warm fecling and
CCremonious eXpressionss

THE EVE OF TIMKET:

In each part of the country on the
eve of Timket a local spring is cleaned
and the stream dammed up to makea
pool for the ceremony. Clergy and
people of all perish Churches in the
area make a colourful and joyous pro-
cession to the place chosen for the
occasion. When they assemble special
prayers of the day are said. People
make tents, in which they with priests
spend the night in prayer, commemora-
ting the feast.

The cve of Timket is obscrved as
a fast day while Timket itsclf is a feast
day. For this reason the celcbration
of the mass takes place at midnight.

The eve known as ‘Gehad’ is assoc-
ated with the fast days of Christmas and
Timket. It literally means revelation
and points to the joy and light brought
about by Christ’s birth. On the eve
cach church takes part in the procession

"by bringing ecclesiastical articles required

for the celebration. ‘The faithful of the
ncighbourhood provide food for priests
and others who spend the night in
prayer and chanting. They gladly take
their turn in this, as the feast is prepa-
red by a different parish church ecach
year. In brief, the whole scene is full
of joy; the people participate by danc-
ing and chanting from the time (eve)
the ceremony begins and continue till
the following day when they return to
their respecitve churches.

TIMKET:

At midnight the liturgical service
begins and at dawn the special prayer
for the occasion commences. The pricsts
stand around the pool made for the
remembrance of Christ’s baptism and
recite the special prayer for the day
blessing the water. When this is done
the faithful comc and stand around
the pool and the priests at the end of
the ceremonial prayer sprinkle the holy
water on them. If the pool is big enough
the people swim in it. This ceremony
is not meant to-take the place of
baptism, but is only a remembrance of
Christ’s baptism and ours.

During day tme on Timket some

people, regardless of their age, play
Ethiopian hockey. People consider this
game a spiritual activity, as they take
part in it in fulfilment of vow made

during the year that they would thus

cclebrate Timket:-At 12 noon. wht;a the:
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ceremony in the place ends, the priests
and the faithful make their procession
back to their respective Churches.

WHY WE OBSERVE TIMKET

Although there arc many reasons
why'we celebrate Timket so lavishly, we
shall just list the main ones:-

1. We observe Timket in order to com-
memorate the Baptism of our Saviour
Jesus Christ in the river Jordan.

2. We celebrate it to commemorate
the day when we Christians were born
of God and became children of God
through baptisms In other words, we
cclebrate our own spiritual birthday.

3. We observe Timket because it
significs the manitestation of the mystery
of the Holy Trnity - Three Persons in
one God - on which our Christian faith
is based.

For these and other reasons, Timk-
et has come to be a major fesuval. On
account of the unique character of ‘the
celebration of this holy day, tourists
from many countrics and torcigners liv-
ng in Ethiopia look forward to secing
the ccremony and the great crowds att-
ending the festival.

THE RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF TIMKET

As Timket is a demonstraton of
Jesus’ baptism in action, it is even

more cftective than preaching as a means
23 2



of drawing people to the Christian faith.

_ 'Thus this ancient traditional ceremony
is a great attraction for Christians in
and outside the country to recall their
Christian adherence.

Timket is a festival much Jooked
forvard to by the people, as it is a
special opportunity for mecting together
in public to cxpress thar common
feclings with joy and folk dancing.
For this rcason Timket is cagerly aw-
aited and is of cultural and social imp-
ortance in Ethiopia. Regardless of their
socio-cconomic status people put on new
clothes for the occasion. There is cven
a saying “A dress which will not be
worn ~on Timket should be torn
into picces.” This proverb shows that
people should wear their best national
costumes for the occasion, and even if
they have nonec of their own they
should borrow from somebody eclse.
All this makes Timket for Ethiopians
a unique symbol of praise to God.

In cvery christian country Timket

is commemorated with special prayers,
but not with such claborate ritual and
ceremony as in  Ethiopia. Today with-
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out any change in the spiritual signif-

“icance of the feast or alteration of the

ancient customs large numbers of tourists
come to scc the festival. Since Timket
in Ethiopia is so unique, people want
to know how it began to be cclebrated
in this way.

Ethiopia received the Gospel and the
practice of Christian Baptism very carly
and the people with their emperors began
to celcbrate the festival of Timket acco-
rding to the traditions of the ecarliest
Christian churches. Owing to the Chu-
rch tcaching and owing to the devo-
tion of the people, the ancient customs
have been maintained down the ceatu-

" ries without alteration,

Not only Timket but also other ccle-
brations such as the celebration of the
finding of the Truec Cross (Meskel)
have also been preserved in a remark-
able way in Ethiopia. Thus these two
great religious feastivals, Timket and
Meskel, are a “living testimony to the
continuation of the Christian tradition
in Ethiopia. They point to the great
faith of the people of Ethiopia over
the centuries and they arc observed
every year with great devotion and
Ceremonious cxpression.
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¢

L.
|






