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The famous monastery of ‘Goondagoondi
which is found in the Tigray Region. The mo-
nastery was established in the 8th century - and
is regarded now as a repository of historical
antiguities of the church and the country, bec-
ause of its large possession of manuscripts

]
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THARRS 10 THE GOOD SAMARITANS OF OUR TIME

The Holy Scripture introduces before us a Aepressing story of a man, who was
left between life and death by unexpected man-made calamity with a rejoicing climax.
In accordance with this Biblical account, the event was so critical that it was beyon
the victim to be able to survive. But fertunately he could, because he was met soon by
a good samaritan who was generous enough to be at his service with a friendly approach.

Then what the good samaritan has done for the victim in that time of nced was and
is still a glorious social ministry, most favourable in the eyes of God and all human beings,
by which he has been made to be regarded as a model man deserving 1o be imitated (Lk.

10: 30-37).

So far as history Is concerned many of the inhabitants of the earth were destined to
face the evil of thisworld and suffer not only from man-made but also from
natural calamity or from lack of natural comforts through out the centuries in the past.
How ever it was historically and theologically proved that the victims of all the time had
never been left out of God's providence since His care for human beings and all He has
created, is unceasingly eternal. Because He is always at work among the peoples of this
world to creat man a good friend, sensible of others® needs, and responsible who looks
at all human-beings in concern like that of the good samaritan in all time of hardship.

For instance, when the land of Canaan was smitten by natural calamity (drought)
in the days of the holy Fathers, the drought victims were made to be met by the good
Egyptians in the spirit of the good samaritan through God's providence (Gn. 47:1-14;
45:5). And in the later time, similar event had come to run its course all over the world
of Middle East. In the mean time, the salvation of the victims was made to be workedout
by the good samaritans of the day under the providence of God (Acts 12:27-39).

Since the world is still 1o face this kind of challenge unfortunately, Ethiopia has
been this day to undergo the same suffering, resulted from an intolerable event of drought
which brought about a disastrous situation in the drought striken area.

As known Ethiopia was and is still a fascinating country furnished with a history of
long standing freedom and natural resources. In the history of Genesis, it is clearly stated
that, in the beginning, God has made the earth to put forth every thing that is pleasant
to sight and good for food (Gn. 1:11;2:9). This Biblical point of view gives clear evidence
that God has created neither a dry nor a desert but a fruitful and ever green land of life
in which man was put to live in prosperity.

As a matter of fact, then, the wisdom of God is strongly inspiring the modern man
10 learn that desertification is not natural but wholly or partly ecological or a consequence
of environmental degradation, from which the phenomena of drought and famine could

result.
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The prevailing occurrence of drought and famine in Ethiopia, therefore, is beligied
o be a phenomenon of deterioration of naturul resources as a foilure to kecp the com-
mandments of God in Genesis 2:9. On this grow:d, millions of the inhabitants in the
drought affected part- of our land had been in danger of disastrous situation. Generally,
Sfamishing and starving for food where there was notiing to eat and drink, suffering from
lack of ability to live on nothing and sceking ways to escape this catastrophic event, had
been a prevailing circumstance under which the victims were found.

Tha=ks to the good samaritans of this day, however, all the needs are being met by
the ongoing local and international fund raising programme which is enabling the coun-
try to respond 1o the chalienge as much as possible.

Apart from the programme designated by the government to deal with the problem,
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church had also made her own out-reach lacally and interna-
tionally for the samz purpose. The programme was made 1o include all member churches
of the WCC, governments and humanitarian organizations alf over the world, vnder the
auspices of the World Council of Churches.

Then. all those to whom the appeal was addressed, were kind encugh to consider the
aclnot only a charity but also a duty of all human-Lind and 1o address themsalves
to this hasiness i hand. Consequertly, the viztims could manage to survive and feel secure
chout their firure, eventhough the responsibility to assisi the relief and rehabilitation
programme, is still iremendous.

According to the unfuiling  providence of God the drought victims were made to be
secured from this danger not only by the good samaritans by whom they are met but also
by all those who could lzarn of the depressing news of the situation as wall,

~ good friends in this world are warthy of praise and honour, therefore, the fulfil-
prent of this evpectation enforees us to offer our sincere thauks to God and to all those
thirouzh whom e providence of God is being manifested to the needy compairiots in this

criticel time,

s been done for our compatriors in the drought affected areas by  member
churches of WCC, cooperative governments an:d humanitarian Organizations, is so
wreat beyvond ali praise To express only our great appreciation however, we should simp-
fy say, wthanks o the good samaritams of our tine who affered to meei the  requirements
ef the draught vicimsin the spirit of good friendship wi this tone of need, giving great
on 1o the calt of our church as well.”
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SYNODICAL SESSION

The Holy Synod of the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church held
its periodical session, having
been chaired by His Holiness
Abuna Tekle Haimanot Pat-
riarch of Ethiopia, on May 27,

1986, in order to discuss various
concerns relating to the spiritual
and social ministry of the
Church today.
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During the discussion, the
Holy Synod has reviewed the
present Church movement in
parish council o1ganization mi-
ssion and cvangelism, clergy tra-
ining, development, relief & re-

habilitation programmes as a
whole following the reports pre-
sented by the secretary of the
Holy Synod in general and by

the _diocesan  Archbishops  in
particular, and has found it in
good progress.

_A decision has been made to
give more consideration to these

Members of ths Holy Synod at their regular Session

priority programmes and make
more ¢fforts for the implemen-
tations of them.
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PATRIARCHAL MESSAGES

1
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

To the Leaders of Churches
Abroad in the Year 1986

Holinesses [ Eminences

“God is with us”
(Matt. 1:23)

It gives me great pleasure to
extend my prayerful greeting,
wishing you a blessed Christmas
ar u happy New Year,

People of the New Covenant
celebrate Christmas each yeat
in the spirit of joy, unity and
in good works for peace, te-
cause the spirit of the Lord is
always upon them. They de-
nounce evil and preach good
news to -the poor; following
the pattern of their Lord and
Master, Jesus Christ, because
“ Ged is with them.”

As a church of the New
Covenant, theEthiopian Orth-
odox Churclijs now preparing

- the way in the power of the
Spirit of the Lord to celebrate
the Feast of Chiistmas, laying
special emphasis on the above
quoted word of good news:
“Ged is with us”, in order to
reflect the voice of our church’s

faithful in the drought-affected ™

arcas who strongly feel how
God is with them in this tragic

time of hardship caused by ,

drought.

As we made clear to you .

and all memter churches in
time, millions of our com-
patriots in Ethiopia had teen
exposed to drought and famine
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ensuing death. But now, thanks
ke to God, the drought victims
have been gratefully receiving
“Manna’ which Ged, through
His divine providence, is giving
them to eat, from Christian
and humanitarian organiza-
tions over all the world under
the continuous help of our
country’s Relief and Rehabils
jtation programme.

The Ethlopian Orthodox
Church, throughout its age-old
history has never ceased to
assist_the needy, and is today
actively involved in relief and
child care programmes. This
work has been intensified now
as a result of the current
diought.

As for local efforts, within
the church itself, members of
the Holy Syncd, the clergy and
all employces of the patriar-
chate have donated what they
can including theirone month’s
salaries, in accordance with a
decision of the Holy Synod
and themselves.

Faithful memters have also con-
tributed gieatly, in many ways
to the relief cffort.

Our church highly appreci-
ates the deep concern and,pro-
mpt response of the ecumen-
ical familics who have exerted
every possible cffort to combat
the teriible drought which has
caused so much suffering and
loss of life.

Thanks are due to member
chuiches of the WCC and other

humanitarian organizations for
their generous relief aid which
has saved thousands of lives.
Much, however, fs still needed
to assist the drought victims
in the rehabilitation and resettl-
ement programme.

Fortunately the rain has come
this year, and thousands of
our compatriots left the she-
lters to return to their desolate
villages. Not surprisingly most
of these people have lost al-
most everything. Their cattle
have been perished: - Their
grain supplies are exhausted.
They have no means to start
up life in their villages.

The EOC is attempting to
provide rehabilitated peasants
with plough-oxen, farm tools
and sced grain.

Currently, thousands of
famine-victims arc leaving their
drought ravaged lands to settle
in fertile parts of our couniry.
These people need food, cloth-
ing, shelter and medicines until
they become self-reliant, and
it is the Church’s concern to
follow and serve her members
and others whereever they are.

We hereby express our deep
fecling of gratitude to You
and to all the faithful under
your spiritual leadership for
the generous contribution pro-
vided for the drought victims
through our church until now,
and make a request once again
for every assistance possible
until the drought victims be-

come seIf reliant in the near
future.

aGlory to Cod in the highest
and on earth peace to men,
on whom His favour rests»
Luke 2:14.

Abba Tekle Haimanot
Patiiarch of Ethiopia
-
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FEASTER MESSAGE OF
HIS HOLINESS THE

PATRIARCH

70 ALL THE FIATHFUL OF THE
EOQC HERE AND ABROAD

« T am the rzsurrection and
the life™ Jn. 11:25.

Dear brothers and sisters, sons
and daughters in Christ.

Grace and peace and a blessed
Feast of Easter to you all in
the Name of the Risen Jesus
Christ our Lord who has victo-
riously overcome death.

As it was already discovered
by Himself, the RisenChrist is
indeed the Resurrcction and
the Life of all humanbeings.
The Son of God who tock mans
nature in His incarnation from
the Blessed Virgin, had vicari-
ously suffered, was crusified,
died and resurrected for us and
for our salvation as it was fore-
told by the prophets and the
Holy Scripture as a whole.

He did arise from the deed
having teen the first-born from
the dead - - - (Col. 1:18) as a
fulfilment of Hisword Matt.
12:40;17:21.

The Holy Scripture proclaims
the glorious resurrection of our
Lord as the assurance of our
resurrection that will quicken
the whole man and that is yet
to come 2 Tim. 2:18,1.Cor.
15:12. Thus through His 1e-
surrection, our Lord has certifi-
ed our redemption and assured
us of our resurrection. On this
ground, His vicarious ciusi-
fixion, death, and glorious re-
surrection from the dead has
been the rocky foundation of
our faith in Him and the centre
of our Christian faith.

We all believe thérefore that
all our being is redeemed and
redecmable in faith in the Risen
Christ.

Furthermore, the Risen
Christ is the Head of the Church
and the heart of her teaching
because the universal church
of this new life is instituted by
bim.

Then as the Angels and the
Apostles were first made to be

witnesses of His resurrection
(Acts. 18) we all are called now
in the same way to be witnesses
of His resurrection by which we
could confirm our resurrection

and the life to come.

St. Paul, the Apostle says
to us all in hisEpisile to the
Ephesians (5:2) “Be imitator
of God, as beloved children
And walk in love , as Christ
loved us and gave Himself up
for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifices to God™.

Thus we thank the Lord of
glory for gwing us all His
heavenly blessing to be able to
celetrate this Feast of Easter in
the spirit of love, unity and
Fraternity as a fulfilment of
this divine word.

May the Risen Christ bless
you all now and forever.

11
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KNOWING THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX

CHURCH AND HER

— The Patriaech who is the

1. Estabiishment

The Church was officially
organized in the fourth century
(328 AD) after christianity was
introduced to the country in
the very Apostolic era.

2. Present Membership

— More than 22,000,000 me-
mbers
— 20,000 rarishes
— 20,000 clergy
3. Siatus
— Apostolic in full commun-
ion with the Oriental Or-
thedot Churches, namely:
— Coptic Orthedox Ch-
urch (Egvpt)
— Armeaizn  Apostolic
Church (USSR)
— Syrian Osthodox Ch-
urch (Syiia)
— Malankara Orthodox
Syrian Church (India)
— Founding muember of the
WCC, with two represen-
tatives in the Zentral Com-
mittee
——  Member of the AACC,
with one representative
in the Executive Committee
4. Qrganization
1Y fherarcin
a} Patnarch
),'14 Archb-
b) Archbishops! ishops
¢} Bistops and
Bishops
d} fiencral Secretary
(General Manager)
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head of the Church today:
His Holiness Abuna Tekle-
Haimanot.

— The General Secietary:

L-M Abebaw Yigzaw
2)  Supreme Dedy

a) The Holy Syncd and
the Narional Parish Cou-
ncil (under the chairman-

ship of the Patriorch)

b The Patriorchate Head

Oftice (under the man-
agement of the Gene-
ral Secretary).
Publications
1Y News Papers
a) Zenz-Bete-Christian

{zood news of theChurch)
b)  Dimitse - Tewahido
{the voice of the Church)

2} Magazines
a) Maedot (passover) -
! & English
ssurrection) -
& English

Funetion
1}y On the Spiritual dimen-
Eiieh
at Mission and  Evan-
pelism
) Generad Tasioral Care
¢y Parish Council Coordi-
nation

d} Sunday School {in most
parish churches)
¢} Clergy Training Centers

(six)

SCOPE

f)  Theological Scminary
{onc)
¢)  Traditionzal  Church
Schoel (in every parish
church)
h) Publishing and Prin-
ting House
i)  Museum and Libraries
i) Religious Court
2) On Sociul dimension
The Church is engaged at
preseut in the following
Social Activities:
a) Development Program-
mic

1) Acricultural and Ho:-
ticultwial Project:
- Model farms
- Vegetables
- Sapling
- Plantation and the like.
2) Cottage Industries such
as:

— Wecod & Metalworks
— Handicrafts

— Weaving

— Kounitiing

— Bakery

— Gunding mills, cte.
b)Y  Relicf and Rehabilitation
Not less than 200,000 dest-
itetes arc being assisted by
the church in 12 relief
and rehabilitation centres
se! up 1n nine Administrati-
ve Regions,

Throuzh these centres var-
eus foed items, seeds, plo-

ough oxen, tools, fertilizers
aie being provided.

— To implement this pro-
giamme, the Church is
obtaining the required
contributions from local
and global aid resources.

¢) Refugee Counseling

— The EOC has a scparate
office for Refugee Counsel-
ing. About 500 refugees who
came from various Afiican
countries are supported |,
under the Church by the
budget obtained from WCC
and UN-Higher Commis-
sion for Refugees.

d) EOC- Council for Child
Care

€)

— 5,547 children (orphans &
destitutes) have been taken
care by the Church and
are being provided with
food, cloth, shelter, educa-
tion, and medical core
in 33 orphanages (homes).

— Dono agencies  from
abroad are making great
contiibution towards this
sponsorial  service  for
which the Church is very
much thankful.

Education
Both uaditional & aca-

demic studics are given
great consideration by the

Church as there are now:
— 1,139 schools
— 3,353 teachers
— 46,423 students.

1. Address

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church (EOC)
Patriarchate Head Office,

P.O. Box 1283,
Telephone 11-63-07,
Telex 21489 EOC DD,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
EOC - HO

APOSTOLIC

DI AKONTIA

PART 1V

Liturgical Seivice in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church

As we stated before the we-
ightly part of the service in the
Ethiopian Orthodox Chuich is
the celebration of the Holy
Communion. Specially on Sun-
days and other Holidays, there
is a group Choir which can
be performed by the Debteras
or choit group before and after
the service of the Liturgy.

This type of group choir
called *“Mahlet” is indigenous
from which the church has
come to be well-known all over
the christian world. -

Theie are four books far
the canonical daily offices which
associate with liturgical services:

1) Deggwa, or the antiphonal

ssaMWw.ethiopianorthodox.org

2)

chants for the whole Litu-
rgical year cxcept lent,

Tsomedeggwa, containing
chants for lent,

3) Zemaric mawasecet frequent-

ly used in the Churchservice,

4) Meg'eraf, the common order

1
2

for the daily tasks of the
Church.

As it was mentioned pre-
viously the Ethiopian Lit-
urgy has two main parts;

) the pre-anaphora, common
to all the anaphoias,
) the anaphera proper.

1) The pre-anaphor, the pre-

anaphora consists of six Psalms

(P55: 25-61:102: 103: 130:131)
prayers for the celcbrants pra-
yers of vesting the prothesis of
the elements (ending withPs.117)
the enarxeis (the prayers of the
oblation) the prayers of absolu-
tion and a long Litany of
intercession) prayers of interce-
ssion for the living and the
departed, prayers of theGaspel,
the chanting of an antiphon
from the Psalms, the blessing of
the four guarters of the world.

The pre-anaphora concludes
with a leng litany of interces-
sion for theChuich, the catechu-
mens and the people, a creed
of confession of faith in the
mystery of the Holy Trinity,
in the full dicty and humanity
of Christ, the undefiled nature
of maniage and child birth,
etc . . . followed by the prayer
of salutation.
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2) The anaphora proper
The Ethiopian anaphoias
vary considerably in stiu-
cture. :

The basic structure is:

a) euchaiistic thanks giving,
parallel to the Eastern can-
on up to the words of
inlercession,

b} prayers of intercession and
conclusion of the thanks
giving prayer

¢) Sanctus (which is missing
in one or two anaphoras),

d) Anamnesis epldesis,

e) prayer of penitence before
communion ,

f) elevation of the body and
blood for adoration,

g) administrating and receiv-
ing the Holy Communion
(during which Ps. 150 is
chanted),

h) post-communion thanks-
giving and special prayer

i called the pilot of soul,

i) -the benedication and dis-
missal.

Additionally, to help the

readers obtain more knowledge
of our church’s liturgical text,

we present a piece of it here

as follows:
Amakniyou of the APOSTLES
or the so called creed of the
Apostles.“Webclieve inone God
maker of all creation, Father
of our Lord and our God and
our saviour Jesus Christ, bec-
ause his nature is unscarchable.
As we have befoie declared,he
is without beginning and with
out end, but he is ever living.
And he has light which is never

14

extinguished, and he can never
be approached.

He is not two or three, and
no addition can be made to
him, but he is only ong, living
for ever, because he is not
hidden that he can not be known
but we know him perfectly
through the law and the pro-
phets, that he is almighty and
has authouity over all the crea-
tion.

One God, Father of our Lord
and saviour Jesus Christ, who
was begotten before the crea-
tion of the world, the only be-
gotten son, coequal with him
creator of all the hosts, the
principalities and the domini-
ons: who in the last days was
pleased to become man, and
grew. like men yet without
sin or evil; neither was guile
found in his mouth.

Then he suffered, died in the
flesh, rose from the dead on
the third day, ascended unto
heaven to the Father who sent
him, sat down at the right
hand of power, sent to us the
Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, who
proceedsth from the Father,
and saved all the world, and
who is co-enternal with the
Father and the Son. We say

_further that all the creatures

of God are good and there is
nothing to be rejected, and the
spirit, the life of body, is pure
and holy in all. -

And we say that marriage is
pure, and child ~birth is unde-
filed because God created Adam
and Eve to multiply.

/

We understand further that
there is in our body a soul
which is immortal and does
not perish with the body. We
repudiate all the works of here-
tics and all schisms and the
transgression of the law, be-
cause they are for us impure.
We also believe in the resurrec-
ton of the dead, the righteous
and sinneis, and in the day of
Judgement, when every one will
be recompensed according to
his deeds. We also believe that
Christ is not in the least degree
inferior because of hisincarna-
tion, but he is God, the Word
who truly became man, and re-
conciled mankind to God being
the High-Priest of the Father.

Henceforth let us not be
circumcised like the Jews. We
know that he who had to fulfil
the law and the prophets has
already come. To him, for
whose coming all people looked
forward, Jesus Christ who is
descended from Judah, from
the root of Jesse, whose govern-
ment is upon his shoulder to
him glory, thanks giving great-
ness, blessing praise, song both
now and ever and world with-
out end. Amen.”

Rev. Iyassu
(Kebkab) G. Hiywot

An Abriged Report of BOC DICAD Activities of 1985

The development and Inter-
Church Aid Department of the
EQC has been playing a great
role in the relief, rehabilitation
and development activities. It
gives me a great pleasure to
attend the 4th national and
historical meeting of the parish
council, representing DICAD.
Ever since our church has come
into existence, i.e. since the
4th century A.D. the church
has made tremendous contiibu-
tion to the community on the
basis of equality. Her millenca
old history, and apostolic mis-
sion has made her the “state of
God”.

As the EOC served different
sections of the community equa-
Ily in the past, she is now enga-
ged in the relief, rehabilitation
and development activities gear-
ed towards the well-being of
the society.

Since January lst 1985 (the
time when the 1elief and re-
habilitation projects were laun-
ched) to January 3lst 1986
our church through DICAD
has fulfilled the following things
which will be discussed briefly
hereafter in accordance with
the responsibility bestowed
upon it by the Holy Synod.

1. Details of the work per-
formed-and the budget al-
location,

2. The amount and kind of
reliel obtained at this time,

3. The achievements gained.

EOC has given priority to both

the long term znd short term  number of 600 trainees from

development activities which the 6 CICS,

are now gaining momentum. 2. Evaluation workshop of

These ate: the centers m}biﬁhops.
r oy directors, teachers and cold stu-

1. Clergy Training Centers dg;ts was arranged,

The primary objective of the 3. For accountants, a full day

CTCS is to produce clergy men

Participants of the clergy training course

4. A seminar on the root
causes of the drought was
provided.

However, all the six centers
were able to train 447 clergics
because most of the dioceses
did not utilize the quota alloted
to them. On the other hand,

who are one in their aim, in
their way of working and think-
ing which will enable them to
serve our church loyally and
actively. This being the case,
therefore, annual budget was
allocated for the 20,000 chur-
ches scattered in the 14 dioceses
with a view to train an average nt t
S s o o oo i Ermrmen, s L8
‘n all the six training centers. 769.75 2

This has been intended to be Sl

worked out in the following B
way. ’
1. Fach center was expected
to train 100 priests with a total

Parish Council

it was instructed in the Holy
Scripture  that faithfuls were

15
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due to pay tithes by way of
contribution in the name of
God for the service of the house
of the Lord according to the
law of Moses, and this was
practical even in the time of
the apostles. Accordingly,
church ministers (clergy) are
being taken care by the believers
as they arc expected to pro-
vige proper spiritual services.
To fulfil and keep continue
this commandment of Geod,
funds and properiies of the
church are collected only by
one iype of valid 1aceipt is-
sued by the EOC patriarchate,
carefully recorded and controll-
ed as per the “Kale Awadi’-.
Funds shail be cxpended on
planned  administratives, deve-
lopment, emergency reliefs, ex-
panding and advancing evan-

B ol

Afembers of the Holy Synod and other participants of the Parish Council’s

1. Under the leadership of
the new structure of the Parish
Council Assembly a one month
seminar for members of the
parish community was intended
to be given twice a year.

2. In the rchabilitation pre-
gramme, the participation of
the parish council is not out
of the question. A cooidina-
ting group comprised of parish
council members was expected
to go around the various sites
and study. The group was also
expected to discuss the pro-
blems which they had come
accross during their visit with
the concerned gove.nment auth-
orities and report to the central
aid giving committee. A total
of Birr 372,769.75 has been
released for the purposes of

annual Assembly

velism etc, only by written order
in accordance with the approved
annual budget.

16

parish council program as per

budget for the ysar.

C. Sunday Scho*"

The young geneiation is now
learning modern education 1
regulm‘,govcrnmcntschcols, Al-

. though every youngster learns

spiritual education individually
from his family and from a
spiritual teacher, it remains the
task of the church to teach the
youth spiritual educarion along
side the modern education
through Sunday schools which
was cstablished at every paiish
Orthodox church. The students
are invited to gathe: together
every Sunday and learn the
Bible, church history, moral
and the Geeze Language. Every
eftort has been made by the
Sunday school department to
oifer the different subjects by
repular teachers.

For this puipose the programme

for 1965 was:

L. Tore

difle

it 5 persons from 7
nt dicceses and  train

them fou certain time,
2. lo hahers in
Lo
3. 183
Q43
a releazed by the
i

(IO as

1
H Wl

D. Miai Dovceopeat Projecs
DeCan cen underta-
Ling min-davelopmient projects

in motasioies and parish chui-
ches finunced ointly by the
cont ficm the parish
comii and the aid received
{rom donor communities, Cler-
gymen and members of the
parish community were made

to carry out these mini-develop-
ment activities geared to the
betterment of the community.

For this puipose in 1985:

1. A three day seminar was
held in May 1985 under
thetitle,

E. Other Development works
carried out extended pro-
grammes,

1. Family and community de-
velopment

In monasteries and parish

. "

Plantation Campaign

“Development around the
parish council"and was at-
tended by Archbishops and
Department heads.

2. The seminar discussed on
the importance of studying
6 to 10 different mini pro-
jects in 6 months time out
of which mini projects can
be implemented eflectively.
Consequently, various mini
projects like, bee-keeping,
daiiy, grinding mills, ag-
riculture, water develop-
ment ete, were implemented
in most of the dioceses.
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together under different pio-
jects for assistance and future
self-1eliance. These projects in-
clude rearing up of children.
In the fiscal year 1985 Birr
859,847.50 was requested to
undeitake these projects.

Nine such projects were im-
plemented and Birr 722,976.71
expended in the year.

2. Literacy Programmes

The literacy centres establish-
ed within a distance of 100
kms around Addis Abeba were
made to continue their work
with Birr 37,671.06 that re-

chuich,poor fzmiiles are brought

mained from last year's budget
out of which Birr 20,000 were
released in the year.

Relief and Rehabilitation
Programme

The church has never turned
away from doing constructive
works intended for thebetter-
ment of the society. In the nor-
thern part of our country the
catastrophic drought affected
the lives of fellow compatriots.
To with-stand this problem,
our church decided to help 2%,
of the famine-stricken popula-
tion (140,000 persons).17 relief
and medical centres were pro-
posed to be opened and the
first 4 centres needed Birr 23,
381,555 to be established. This
figure included aid in kind.
Nine major relief centers were
made operation in the year
with a total expense of Birr
17,246,339.24 both in cash and
kind.

As far as the rehabilitation
is concerned peasant farmers
in Northern Shoa, in Wollow,
Gondar,Tigrai andEriteria were
provided with plough oxen,seed
and agricultural tools.

Refugee Counseling Service

This program has been serv-
ing refugees who fled from theic
country for various reasons and
who were given a political as-
sylum by the Ethiopian govern-

‘ment. An agreement was re-

ached between the United
Nations Higher Commission
for Refugees and the EOC,
which gave the EOC the res-
ponsibility to look after these
refugees who live in Addis and

s=MWw.ethiopianorthodox.org




learn in different schools in-
cluding those who come from
Gambella for medicaltreatment.
According to the agreement :
— FOC is to cover 25 7, of
the administiaiive expenses
— 759, of the administrative
expense is to be covered by
UNHCR.

The refugee  counselling
service also obtained office
furniture, stationary, dupli-
cator, photo copier and one
Toyota from UNHCR in the
year and the number of staff
has been raised from five to
thirteen for the cffective im-
plementation of the program.

It should also be 4)1:& that
a plan for establishment of an
elenentary school for the Sud-
ancse - refugees - is  underway.
According to the proposed plan
the school is expected to bene-
fit some 57,000 refugees with
a total cost of Birr 584,773.59.

Continued Effort for ChildCare

Part 111

« . the tree is good il
the fruit is good.”

Matfew 12:33

The [Cthiopian Orthodox
Church Council for ChildCue
is operating 33 orphanages in
11 Administrative Regions, cir-

- ing for 5,547 orphan and dest-
itute children, accepted on the
basis of need.

Further to the progress ac-
coupt of this kind, rresented in
the previous Magazine (MAE-
DOT) No. 3, we only would
like to focus now on the develo-
pment or the achieverient in
this year. The main point of this
account is 1o explain the ex-
pansion of the work of the
EQC-CCC in order to heighten
the whole childcare ministry
under the Council.

The FEthiopian Orthodox
Church Council for  Child
Care is uying to accomplish
its mission both in depth aad
in width with a beuer quality.
In order to fulill its duty in a
better way, the Coundl has
recently established some more

sections like medical, engineer-
ing, vocational and finance de-
partments. .

previously admitied children.
The purpese of this consul-
tancy was:
1. to assess the states of the
health of the children at the
Orphanages in general,

The Orphans in agriculturcl activities

Medical Team

Approximately a vear ago
the Ethiopian Orthodox Chuich
Council for Child Care has
made a medical survey to exa-
mine children’s heaith who had
recently been admitied from the
different  sheiters in Wollo,
Tigray and Gondar Adminis-
trative Regions including the

2. 10 evaluate the conditions
at the Orphanages and to
find ou* what it will con-
tribute to the ‘good health
of the children in'the future,

3. to provide whatever me-
dical treatment for the chil-
dren with the required me-
dical followup.
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The outcome of the survey
conducted in March of this
year shows that the vast me-
dical problems at the Or-
phanages has been attributed
to inadequate hygieneand vita-
min deficiency.

To prevent this, detailed re-
commendations have been given
from medical Doctors. And a
programme has been designat-
ed to bring it into effect,

Agricultural Survey

Based on the recommenda-
tion, the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church Council for Child Care
is making new efforts to:

— produce food full of nutr -
tion and balanced diet to
the children,

— help each orphanage move
towards financial self suf-
ficiency,

and with training in mo-
dern Agriculture methods,
— provide .a mode of effec-
tive agricultural methods

to the communities surrounding
the Orphanages, requesting the
Church World Serivee for co-
operation.

Experts have examined the
various agricultural potentials
at each orphanage, taking into
account the size of the lands,
the climatic and soil conditions,
the water resources and the
capabilities of the children who
would ultimately be responsible
for managing the orphanage
farms.

In the present proposal, the
EOC-CCC is asking for moie
grants to assist this programme
in accordance with the priority

The Orphans at a dinner

— provide the children with
useful, rehabilitative work
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The Engineering Section
Since the Counci) for Child

Care was growing fast in the
tecent years, it had to accept
buildings as Orphanages which
in some cascs are not meeting
the demands of Child Care
in order to improve the
situation and also to cope with
the increasing donor's demand.
For proper planning of build-
ings, the EOC-CCC decided to
establish an Engineering Sect-
ion. This has been created ear-
ly in 1986.

The Engineering Section has
evaluated the state of the homes
and is now woking on pro-
grammes to cnsure a proper
implementation of building pro-
jects. Plans are made, cost esti-
mates are calculated and do-
nors are asked for financing
the projects.

Most of the operating bud-
get presently comes from a
charitable organization in West
Germany called Kinder Not
Hilfe (KNH) situated in Duis-
burg and from the other donors,
namely: Church World Service,
Bread for the World, Service
in Overseas and Action Aid
of Australia. The test of so-
c’al, educational and Financial
responsibilities is upon the shou-
Ider of the EOC and the people
itself.

The Ethiopian  Orthodox
Church  expresses once again
ner deep gratitude to all the
donors concerned for theirgood
will and great contributions to-
wards the fulfilment of this
ardent task through the EQC-
CcC.

Eshetu Mibretu

) AN ¢
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PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITY
1. Longterm objectives

The long term objective of
the parish community consci-
entizing and oiganizing pro-
cess is to inttoduce the paiochial
systom of administration in the
traditional EOC ecclesiastical
administrative setup. By so do-
ing, it is our hope to res-
tiuctwie  the organizational,
setup of EOC and to contribute
towards the renewal of the
Church’s Administration. This
structural rearrangement  will
help to mobilize and dynamize
the human and material re-
sources of the parish Comm-
unity. EOC’s goal of self re-
liance will thereby be realized
in the very near future,

The longterm objective in
the parish communily consci-
entizing and organizing pro-
cess is divided into shortterm
objectives and programmes.

The main thrust in the ob-
jectives of the first three year
programme was to carry on
intensified conscientizing and,
organizing campaigns in the
individual paiish church com-

munities with parish develo-

pment programme playing a
secondary role. In the second
three year programme (1984 -
1986) the same objective was
pursued but at higher levels
of the EQC ecclesiastical adm-
inistrative heirarchy.At the con-
clusion of the First Three year
programme (1980 - 1986), the
Parish Council structural frame-
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work was laid down on a
countrywide basis. -

2. ©  Second Three year pro-
grammes
The second three year pro-
grammes (1984 - 1986) included
the following objectives and
activities.
2.1 Organizing and strengthen-
ing the Parish Council Heirar-
chical Structure

2.2 Parish. Literacy and Infor
mal Education Programme

2.3 Joint Parish Development
Project

2.4 Conscientizing and organiz-
ing mission carried out at
Subdistiict and parish co-
uncil levels,

2.1. Orgamzing and strengthen-
ing the Parish Council
Heirarchical Structure

This objective at present is
more or less fulfilled. The achie-
vement in this atea was crowned
by the first EOC General As-
sembly held in June, 1983. Thus
the parish council structure was
integrated with the traditional
ecclesiasical steucture of EQC.

2.2, Literacy

Duiing the threc-year pro-
gramme period, literacy cam-
paigns wete carried out at 78
centres in Addis Ababa, Shoa,

. Fiitrea and Sidamo and a total

of 3900 peisons have gone thro-

“ ugh the literacy progiammes.

2.3, Development

In twelve dioceses , a total
of 78 agricultural projects and

: /
A RIVING CONCERN OF THE CHURCH

43 cottage-type industrial pro-
jects were initiated in the past
few years. Abou! two-third of
the projects were financed by
EOC Parish Councils. A dioce-
san development exhibition was
also prepared at the patria-
rchate during the second EOC
General Assembly. The ex-
hibition displayed the agricul-
tural and cottage industry pro-
ducts of the diocesan min‘pro-
Jjects.

2.4 Conscientizing and Organ-
izing Mission

Many parishioners were per-
suaded and motivated through
this organizing mission to
undertake development pro-
grammes for their 1espective
parishes. Through this program-
me two rounds of conscientiz-
ing and organizing missions
were carried out in the dioceses
to encourage the diocesan staff
to continue the conscientization
and organization activities at
subdistrict and parish levels.

A special seminar was arrang-
ed in Arssi - Assella at diocesan
level for PC representatives.

Leading members of the Patr-
iarchate were present at the
seminar to creat it on inspiring
event.

A refresher course for 105
participants composed of me-
mbers of the Addis Ababa
clergy, parish administrators
and PC representatives were
held in Novembter 1985 in
Addis Abata.

3. Collection of Statistical
Information

One of the greatest achieve-
ments during the 1984-1986 per-
iod was the collection of crucial
statistical information concein-
ing the parish councils. The
information covercd matters,
about the specific parish church
and the corresponding parish
community, the number and
category of clergics and the
income and expenditure of the
parish councils at successive
stages. All types of the statis-
tice) formats prepared and for-
warded to the local, diocesan
and national parish councils
organized at five hierarchical
levels were collccted and ana-
lysed. These facts and analysis
will be one of the foundation
stones for our future planning
tasks.

4. Survey of Resclidcment Sites

A tcam of thrce peisons was
sent by EOC-PCD in Mid

\ :
resatile-

INovember 1985 1o the

ment sit:s in W Wubehor
and Kefta regio fepurt on
the conditions of the prople

sistance to them
is still centritu
the government prog
of this kind.

5, Achievements of Pyrish Com-
munitics

In February-March 1986, the
Fourth EQC General Asscmt‘ﬂy
was held in Addis Ababa. The
Assembly assessed past achicve-
ments and set down guidelines
for future activities.




Today all the organized
parish communities are taking’
care of their own chuich affairs
and supporting their local.
clergies making themselves
an unfailing tesource of the
Church. This, on ils own, is a
major achievement of the parish
community conscientizing and
organizing campaigns.

All the parish communitics,
so far organized, have raided

financial and material assis-
tance in a relicf and rehatilita-
tion programme of the drought-
affected people of our country.

Some organized parish com-
munities have also embarked,

_although on a small scale,

on social and economic develop-
ment programmes in their ewn
parish communitics. They are
showing promising results in
these spheres too.

-6 Future efforts: tn/the com-
ing five years we will concentrate
our efforts on increasing the
participation of parish com-
munities in social and economic
development progiammes and
on decreasing the economic
depenaency of EOC.

EOC-PCD Reporter

The Refugee

Ethiopia is well reputed for
har hospitality. When a forci-
ganer arrives in the country, he
will be treated like a true friend
almost by every body. This
special social behavier of the
pation has convinced many for-
eign travellers who visited Eth-
iopia to write a memoir of their
voyage when they returned to
their respective countries. Tha-
nks to these explorers and his-
torians that our long history,
culture and traditions are well
recorded in many of the Euso-
pean languages.

The good heritage of receiv-
ing guests is equally maintained
in entertaining refugees. The
history of Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Church is melanged
with the history of refug-
ces. The first bishop of Et-
hiopia was a displaced peison
from Syria by the Aame of
Frumentius who was given as-
ylum by the Axumite author-
ities early in the fourth century.

Since Frumentius was a chris-
tian who adapted casily bimself
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to the Fthiopain way of life,
he was delegated by the Ax-
umite rulers to go to the Al-
sxandrien  Patrnarchate and
bring a bishop for Ethiopia. As
Frumentius knew the language
and culture of Ethiopia he was
to be the only qualified person
to be appointed for the pro-
pagation of the Gospel. There-
fore, Frumentius -was conse-
crated Lishop by Athanasius
the great, the then Archbishop
of Alexandria and sent back
to Ethiopia.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church was officially founded
during the time of Frumentius.
Due to his hard work and effort
to preach the Gospel, Frum-

entius is given the name “Abba

Salama, Kassate Berhan™ by
the Ethiopian Orthodox Chuich
which literally means father of
peace and revealer of light.

In the fifth century there
came the Nine Saintsfrom Asia
Minor as refugees searching
for asylum, because they were
persecuted by the defenders

Counselling Service of the EOC

of the council of Chalcedon.
On their arrival in Axum
they were most welcome by
the sovereign and were gi-
ven the necessary protection
and suppoit,

The Ninc Saints studied the
Geez language and as they
were well versed in Syraic,Greek
and Latin they translated the
whole Bible into Geez. The
contribution of the Nine Saints
in the Ethiopian Literature as
well as in the establishment
of monastic order is a mile-
stone in the histoty of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

In the 7th century Ethiopia
was chosen to be the first coun-
try of asylum by the Muslem
refugees who have been per-
secuted in the Arabian pén-
insula due to their religious
beliefs. These Muslem refugees

were recommended to come

to Ethiopia by Mohammed the
prophet himself.And on arrival,
they were most welcome and
protected by the competent,
authorties of the time.

Thanks to the benevolent at-
titudes of our fore-fathers that
this recorded history has enabl-
ed Ethiopia to gain high res-
pect in the muslem world.

As the result, sclidarity with
the victims and the oppressed
has remained an established
culture and tradition of Eth-
iopians through all times.

These historical facts can give
us a bird’s eye view how the
refugee service is interwoven

with the history of our church.

Because of her rich experience
of voluntary social service ren-
dered to refugees and the poor
as a whole, the EOC parish
churches are always used as
sanctuaries by the destitutes,
the displaced, the aged, the
sick, the disabled and the or-
phans even to this day.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
REFUGEE (COUNSELLING
SERVICE OF THE ETHIO-
PIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

Africa is the continent which
has the largest refugee popula-
tion in the world. The recent
statistics indicate that there are
over 5 million refugees in our
continent.

The root causes of the re-
fugees vary from country to
country. Natural calemities, pol-
itical instability, ideological dif-
ferences, civil wars, boarder con-
flicts, apartheid, external agres-
sion, unemployment and an im-
position of religious order such
as the sheriah law force many
citizens of Africa to leave their
mother land.

Due to the reason that Ethio-
pia remained an independent

.et—hi’opianortht;dox.Org

country through centuries many
rcfl:lgccs prefer to make her
their first country of asylum.

Especially, in the 2nd half
of the 20th century when many
African states became indepen-
dent those who had political
differences with the existing re-
gimes left their respective cou-
ntries. Many African biothers
and sisters fled to Ethiopia
for protection.

When this problem was ident-
ified something had to be done.
The Fthiopian  Orthodox
Church being a founding me-
meber of the World Council
of Churches gave priorily to
the refugee problem and dis-
cussed it seriously with the
pertinent authorities of the co-
uncil. A refugee assistance pro-
ject was piepared and was ap-
proved. Finally, with the accord
of the Ethiopian government,
the Refugee Counselling Service
of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church was officially establ-
ished in 1971.

Al the initial period an agree-
ment was made between the
United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) on the one part, the
World Council of Churches
(WCC) on the second part,
the International University Ex-
change Fund (IUEF) on the
third part and Inter-Church Aid
(ICA) of the Ethiopian,Qrtho-
dox Church on the fourth part.

_ This coordinated work con-
tinued until 30th of September,
1978. During this time while
the other three mdin organiza-
tions made financial contribu-
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tions, the Refugee Counselling
Service of the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Chuich took the full
responsibility of the adminis-
tiative part.

In September 1978  the
UNHCR and IUEF withdrew
their partnership. Since then
the Refugee Counselling Service
of EOC in collaboration with
WCC through the All Africa

- Conference of Churches (AA-

CC) continues working with
the educational programmes de-
aling with the needs, aspira-
tions and capabilities of re-
fugees. The Refugee Counsell-
ing Service of the EOC assists
refugees who are given offcial
asylum by the Ethiopian gover-
nment.

Types of assistance

Any young refugee who pos-
sesses cligible documents can
directly apply to our office for
scholarship assistance. Before
the beginning of the new aca-
de_mic year all scholarship ap-
plications will be examined and
the applicants will be interview-
ed by the screening committee
of the Refugee Counselling
Service. Those who possess the
necessary qualification will be
selected to continue their in-
terrupted education and will
be directed to different high-
schools, vocational schools,
colleges and university.

Once a refugee student is
admitted to our programme,
he is entitled to get a monthly
stipend, local transport costs,
medical care, books, clothing
and allowances. Apart from ma-
terial, financial and medical ass-
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istance our office conducts in-
dividual counselling and home
visits to rcfugees as often as

possible. .
ACTIVITIES

The Refugee Counselling
Service (RCS) of the Ethiopian

_His Holiness making a donation of money for the

and Vocational-Technical

scholarships in the Addis
Ababa area, and

4. Local Integration of In-
dividual Refugees.

According to the agreement

signed between the two parties

for the Counselling Services in

F!. J.I

x

refugee service

Orthodox Church runs different
programmes. Apart from the
Church scholarship assistance
for refugees this office is an
implementing agency for UN-
HCR - RLO Projects of Urban
tefugees. Based on the joint
programme signed between the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
and UNHCR four projects are
nansferred to RCS from UN-
HCR since last ycar. These ae:

1. Counselling Services in
Ethiopia, :

2. Supplementary Aid for
Refugees in Addis Ababa,

3. Post Primary Educational
Assistance for Academic
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African refugee visited by His Holiness

Ethiopia, the EOC contibutes
25 9 of the total budget and
the rest 75 % is contributed by
UNHCR. The other three pro-
jects arc totaly financed by
UNHCR and RCS. takes the
responsibility of the adminis-
tration part.

At present there are over 500
urban refugees in Addis Ababa
and 98,000 Southern Sudanese
refugees at Itang refugee camp
in the Illubabor administra-
tive region, south west of- Eth-
jopia. RCS also takes care of
refugee patients who are re-
ferred from Itang to Addis
Ababa for better treatments.

Currently an  clementary
school for refugee children is
under construction at Itang re-
fugee camp by RCS. The fund
for the school construction was
raised by WCC through the
request of the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church.

Haddis Terrefle
SCR

» AT .
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Patriarchal Visit to Various
Dioceses

His Holiness Abuna Tekle-
Haimanot visited a number of
Dioceses and parishes in the
Dioceses and various church-
related activities as well. In
the mear time, His Heliness
invoked his benediction on the
faithful in different parishes,
travelling from one district to
another. He instructed the
parish councils to keep up
their promising activities. In
particular, the Patriarch strong-
ly ordered the parishioners to
organize and support Sundey
schools in the Dioceses.

His Holiness, the Patriarch,
during his visit, conseciated
and dedicated varicus now-
church buildings as well.

Giving priority to his great
concern for the life of the
drought victims in ow land,
His Holiness had made pastoral
visits to the drought affected
areas even this year as well as
in the past. The objective of
his visit was to review the im-
plementation of the reliel and
rehabilitation programme made
by the Church.

During his visit, his Holiness
the Patriarch addressed the
drought victims with a pasi-
oral and prophetic words which
can encourage them to expect
prosperity and new life in the
near futwie as the drought
situation is coming lo an end
for which the church is sincercly
grateful to God, the Autbor
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of our being.

This pastoral visit included
the dioceses of Tigray, Gojjam,
lllubabor, Wollega and Arsst
as a whole.

National Parish Council’s 4th
Annual Assembly

The National Parish Counc I's
Annual  Assembly was held
from March 1-6, 1986, at the
EQC Patriarchate,Addis Ababa.
The Assemply brought togeiher
representatives from all the six-
teen dioceses thioughout the
country.

This Assembly heard annual
reports from each diocese, and
discussed on the reports ardently
Thus, the Nationai Council has
decided on various matters in-
line-with future prospectives
and has made its plan to
make more concentration on
the future ministrial activities
of the Chuich.

The occasion had given op-
portunity for the participants
to learn much about the activ-
ities and achievements cerried
out in their respective dioce-
ses. Actually, it was a privilage
to have such a comprehensive
conference in order to exchange
ideas and to share experiences
among the Dioceses for a pro-
per plan of action.

The National Parish Co-
uncil is the highest ecclesiassicel
bedy next tothe HolySynod.

Religious Represeatatives
on Seven-country Tour

A group of nine from the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church,

Ethioyian Catholic Church, and
Ethiopian Evangelical Church
of Makanc-Yesus, three from
each, has made a seven-country
visit-  This highly delegated
group of the Churches was ia
abroad frcm Merch 7-24,1986,

The purpose of the visit was
to express thanks for the great
assistance extencd frem chur-
ches, governments and human-
itarians all over the world to
combat the famine in the Cou-
nfry, and to request fer cont-
inued support to the reliel and
rehabilitaticn  pregemmes.

This group, which consics
of church leaders and officials,
met and discussed the issue
with inteinational organizations
humanitarian todies, govern-
ments and church leaders in
the USA, Canada, Belgium,
Germany (west), Sweden, Swit-
zerland and Italy.

The visit was a fruitful one.
The group returned home with
a promising response for further
coopeiation.

WCC President Visited Ethiopia

His Eminence Dr. Paulos
Mar Gregorios, Metropaolitan
of New Delhi and all the North,
and President of the WCC,
visited Ethiopia from Maich
5-19,1986.

The purpose of the visit was
concerned with the EOC De-
velopment programme.

Metropolitan  Dr.  Pavlos
met His Holinesi Abuna Tekls
Haimarot, the Patriarch, and
some other Archbishops at the
Patriarchate. He discussed with
the church 2uthonities concern-
ed about the longterm develop-
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ment project for self-sufficiency
and self reliance designated by
our church.

Easter Occasion for Refugees

His Holiness, the Patriarch
made himself concerned fo see
African  refugees in  Ethi-
opia at the Patiarchate on May
3, 1986, on the occaslon of
Eastertide.

Duting this special occasion,
His Holiness addressed the re-
fugees wtih inspiring words of
blessing und prayerful wishes
for the good of their future
life.

The Patriarch assured the
refugees that the EOC is at
their service since they are in
need of it and encouraged them

to look forward ‘{c’s a bright
futures so far as thc new in-
ternational effort which is being
made for the good of the re-
fugees, is concerned. The EOC
has a separate office for refugee
service which gets most of its
operating budget from WCC,
AACC and UNHCR. -

D. Tesfaye Regassa

Saints and Monasteries inthe Et

(Part. TII)

As we know from history
there are many blessed women,
obtained tremendous success
in the life of social service
andspiritual development
of human history. Both the
Old and New Testaments
witness, that women's particip-
ation in the spiritual and social
ministry of churches was great.

Since Eve, the mother of all
upto the Virgin St Mary, the
mother of Jesus Christ our Lord
and stil many blessed women
have a special place in church
history and tradition. The Al-
mighty God accept men and
women who follow him and
give them many power and
authority to do miraculous thi-
ngs in His name. As the Holy
Bible tells us, those men and
women, who dedicated thems-
selves for the fulfilment of the
word of God are honoured and
respected in the historyofchurch,
The Ethiopian OrthodoxChurch
has this belicf like that of others.
As in the other churches, there
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are many blessed women cano-
nized by the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church. One of these
holy women is St.Kristos Semra.

A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF
ST. KRISTOS SEMRA

St. Kristos Semra was born,
brought up and educated in
Shoa region called Bulga. She
was involved in religious acti-
vities in 1420 E.C. during
the reign of Yesak (Gebie Mc-
skel). She was a married woman
with 12 children. Of course
she was quite rich in material
property of this secular would.
But she was not interested only
in the richness of this world
with out good wotks at all
She abandoned every thing she
had and committed herself to
be a hermit and serve man
and God.

Fitst she went to Debre
Libanos Monastery to pray for
a number of years and prepare
herself for the service that she
planned. Later on she went to
Gonder  Province near Lake
Tana and stayed there for a
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long time. She prayed day and
night meditating upon the pas-
sion of Christ and made all
efforts to follow His pattern.
She had twenty two years Mon-
astic life experience in helping
old people and serving in the
Monastery. By this she could
deepen her spiritual concern
for the well being of all human-
kind.

According to her biography
she is the only saint who tried
to reconcile satan with God.
Shedid it, becouse she thoug-
ht that a reconciliation betw-
een satanand God would bring
ever lasting peace to the human-
race on earth. As Satan is known
as the cause of sin she felt that
it was a good idea to dry the
source of evilthing in peace.

The Bible says“happy are those
who work for peace among men;
God will make them his sons”
Mt. 5:9. But she was a great
saint who concernoed: herself to
make peace not only among
men but also between God him-
self and the devil as well. This
unique concern of the ‘holy

woman, Kristos Semra presents,
therefore, great contribution to-
wards the glory of the saints and
makes her unusual figure in
the history of the saints. Her
new effort to bring the devil
to repentance and reconciliation
with God for everlasting peace,
was an extra ordinary commit-
ment. And her glorious min-
istry, as a mother and a religi-
ous undertaker, was so great
that leads all christian men and
women of all days to follow

the dynamism and authenticity™
of her life, based on social and
spiritual work of services.

On this ground Kristos Semra
has been canonized asaint by
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
with a monastery dedicated to
herself.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church celebrates the Feast of
St. Kristos Semra every year
on May 12th, E.C. in the Mon-
astery, founded under her name

in Gondar (Begamedr) Province,
particularly in the district called
Fogara, near Lake Tana.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church presents Kristos Semra
as a model saint  deszrving
to be imitated because of her
full commitment to serve God
and man in this world.

Biblio graphy: Gadla Kristos
Semra

Rev. Kefyalew Merahi

Traditional Method of our Biblical Studies

Part 11

The Highest stage of Biblical
Interpretation

In the previous article which
appearcd in No. 3 of this issue
1 have briefed that the tradi-
tional method of our Biblical
studies reached its zenith and
was, after longtime experie-
nces of interpretation, inculcat-
ed into » practical and explana-
tory commentary called Andim
(Andimta).

To say that again the Am-
haric word “‘Andimta™ is
equivalent to the English word
“Commentary or Bible exeg-
etics.”” Allin all, Andimta edu-
cation renders various ways of
eaching, technical interpretat-
ion and practical exposition
of the Bible wath appropriate
choice. For instance let us sce
the following analitical interpre-
tation of Psalmsl:1-3:

“Blessed is a man whose
delight is in the law of the Lord,
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and on His law he meditates
day and night. He is like a trec
planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does notwither™.

Since the Bible is full of such
various figurative expressions,
our Andim-commentary pre-
sents the following explanatory
interpetation of the above quo-
ted word of Psalm &5 practical
exposition:

The tree- is the typical body
or life of a believer.

- Being planted by stream
of waters means to be settled
or established well, in a firtile
or prosperous and  secured
land of peace.

- the fruit and leaf - his chil-
dren and discendants as awhole.
Or (Andim) the-fruit and leaf-
his precious property. OrAndim
the fruit and leaf- his good
works and faith in the Lord.

Such a figurative cxpression
has been given more place in
the typology and allegorical in-
terpretation of Jermiah 17:7-8,

The EOC scholars find it very
much meaningful and give
it more typological and alle-
gorical cxpressions along with
prophecy. Under the invisible
guidance of the Holy Spirit,
t imta commentary s
interrelated to some other world
widely accepted commentarizs,
esp. to the Oriental churches.
For example, Commentary on
the Epistles of St. Paul by St
John Chrysostom'is one of the
most recognized and accepted
commentaries in our church.
Most of ancient Alexandrian
Church Liturgical expositions,
for instance, of St. Athanasius,
St. Cyril as well as the other
middle East scholars like St
Hasils, St. Epiphanius (315) and
St. Ephrame of Syria etc. . . are
welcome.
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1.  Typological Expression

It is widely recognized that
typology is primarily concerned
with application of historical
fact as an illustration of spir-
itual truths.

Therefore, typology con-
cerned with:

1. Typical events

»

persons
™ things

"

constitution, and

o e oo

” ceremonies.
All these are prophetic in
their characters. Thus, the EGC
scholars have arranged all re-
markable tvpological and al-
legorial expression with pro-
phecy side by side.

Let us see how the sincere
commentator of the Bible ap-
plied the above mentioned titles
to the New Testament accompli-
shments:

1) Typical Events:

Preservation in the ark of
Noah: A dramatic event in the
early history of human race
is the preservation of Noah
and his family in the ark. In
the midest of almost universal
Judgement, God singled out the

*righteous people and preserved

them. It representsin general
‘God’s delivevance of the right-
eous from judgement as a major
aspect of the work of the Savi-
our and the Lord Jesus Christ
(2 Pet. 2:5,7).
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Deliverarce from Egypt: The
major elements  of the de-
liverance, the institution of the
passover, and the salvation of
Istael at the Red Sea, all speak
of Chiist. The passover wasa
type of the death of Christ as
the believers’only place of safety
from the judgement and death
which will overtake the world.

The walls of Jericho:

Just as God demolished the
walls of Jericho at the hand
of Joshua likewise at the hand
of His Son Jesus Christ demol-
ished the walls of our sin (EOC
Liturgy page 42).

2) Typical persons:

Abel is a type of Christ in’

his life as shepherd (Jn. 10) and
in his offering a gecd - regarded
sacrifice of a fust ling lamb,
and also in his death.

Adam: Similar expressions are
applied respectively to Adam
and Christ (1 Cor. 15: 45-47).
Adam as the husband of Eve
is also a tvpe of the Bridegroom
in relation to the church as the
bride (Eph. 5:30-32).

Aaron : There is obviously a
typical foreshadowing of Christ
in the Aaronic priesthood with
a once offered sacrifice better
than Aaron's.

The sacrifice of Isaac is over-
shadowing of the death of
Christ as vicarious. The entire
life of Isaac affords a more
complete type of Christ in all
its details.

/

-

Joseph: Soseph is also another
type of Christ in the Old Testa-
ment. As Joseph is a type of
Christ in humiliation, so is he
also ‘n exaltation.

Joshua: The portions of Israel
in the promised Land were
allotted by Joshua just as Christ
rewaids to His own followers
in the heavenly sphere. Me-
Ichizedek: Tradition and Bib-
lical - interpretation of our
church highly repards his
priesthood as prefiguring that
of Christ as whole. From this
point of view, one can manage
to study the character of our
Church’s Biblical exposition in
general.

All our aims and objectives
are not to present a full account
of our Biblical commentary
but to indicate the EOC scho-
lars’ contribution to the ecu-
menical Bible interpretation.

This scholastic profession then
is helping the Church to acc-
omplish her diakonical works
wisely and successfully.

M.A. Mekbib Atnaw

Preservation of Historical Antiquities

Continued from Maedot No.3
CROSSES:

The crosses are very impor-
tant part of the country's tradi-
tional art.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church has not only presetved
the christian faith in Ethiopia
but it has also contributed to
the development of a wide range
of aesthetic value and a re-
ligious symbols, which have
generated a variety of arts -
Crosses. These show the ex-
ample of the outstanding in -
heritance bequeathed to mo-
dern Ethiopia by her christian
forefathers. s

Traditional Ethiopian crosses:

some are carved in wood and
others made {rom different me-
tals. The richness of form and
symbolic meaning is indeed as-

tonishing. The production of

crosses 15 a part of their re-
ligious life expressing, in pra-
cical and beautiful form, their
adoration of God.

Crosses, one of the obellsks
of the church, are the living
historical testimony to the gran-
deur of the ancient Ethiopian
civilization and glory. A few
ancient crosses have thus come
down to us offering a unique
opportunity for admiring their
beauty and originality and for
studving their beauty of their
forms and symbolic motifs.The
materials used for the crosses
are wood as well as metals,

s=mAW.ethiopianorthodo

X.org

iron, copper, bronze, brass,
silver and gold.

Further more for the very
ordinary purposes crosses are
made fiom leather, palms
(during the celebration of paim)
marvel, and stene (on tombs).

Generally speaking  Ethiopic

2) PECTORAL or NECK
CROSSES-worn by the fait-
hful as a pendan. on a chain.

J)PROCESSIONAL CROSSES

- which heve a hollow
shaft for mounting on a wood-
en handle for wse in religious
processions and in divine szrvice
and other relipinus ceremonies.

Processionel cross

crosses are divided into four
main 1ypes:

15 HAND CROSSES - carri-
ed under the priest’s robe, us-
ed for blessing the faithful,
kept in the chwch store-
houss, used in religions mass
and placed in the sanctury.

4) APEXN or architectural cro-
sse5- mourited on the pinnue-

le or dome of a church. Ostiich
egps are frequently used as a

decoration on those ruoftops:

crosses usually numberiog seven

1°




30

and repiesenting Christ’s
Virgin birth and Resurreciion.

pg!
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Apex

Dating: this is not so
deep and vasty difficult task
to confirm that our forefuthers
could carry the crossesin hand
as a sizn of their faith, sincethe
time when the propagaiton of
the Gospel and the expansion
of the EQC all over the coun-
try by Abuna Salama - Kassate
Berhan in the fourth century
A.D.

Some processional crosses
offer many aids to dating even

when these is historical or tradi-’

tional evidence - the name of
the donor or other historically
known person. The basic form
and the basic method of mon-
ufacture may be similar- the
details and the finish betray
differently. The church of Eth-
jopia has a very large number
of datable and nondatable
crosses which are pictured and

X

sculptured. Crosses are often
the aftermath of the unselfi-

shness and effective task of
churchmen.

PAINTING (ART - SCULP-
TURE)

Ethiopian art is far from

being fully explored. Very lim-
ited number of scholars have
dealt with this matter and the
study was sturted very recen-
tly.
Paintings can be seen in many
places, in particular, church de-
coration can be considered as
a very important expression of
Ethiopian plastic art, second
to manuscripts.

To start with a gencral re-
mark, sculpture makes little ap-
peal to the Ethiopians who
have a pronounced interest in
pictorial art - which in many
respect is the most interesting
manifestation of artistic feeling

in E hiopia, and p);xinting on
small icons which isa less typical
expression of Ethiopian art.
There is no doubt that picteri-
al art in Ethiopia is very old,
and originated as far back as
the introduction of Christianity
in Ethiopia. The painting pre-
served was a result of develop-
ment throughout the centuries
and gives us some clue to carlier
trends. The basic artistic canons
of the traditional Ethiopian
painting is to be seen how it is
developed from the very early
time upto now.

Generally speaking these are
accepted to be two great periods
in Ethiopian painting.

1. the medieval and
2. the Gondarite.

The Medieval period start-
od sometime ina very remote
past but it is vsually thought
of having begun with the te-
storation of the 13th C. and
having reached its peak in the
14th and 15th centuries.

When we talk about Gonda-
rite period, itis more important
to look at in two ways:

1) the earlier-ended with the
reign of Iyasu (1682 - 1706)
very fine examples of mural
paintings can be found in these
periods. The mural madonna
from monasteries and some an-
cient and historical churches
an astonishing and splendid
painting, is quite different from
other examples of medicvalpain-
tings. The pictures drawn and
painted with exceptionalmastery
and sensc of colour are Ethio-
pian—=de not show any tress of

outsiders stiffness. The pain-
tings are limited range of co-
lours to be exact - green, red,
yellow, and blue. Yet with all
these limitations the medieval
paintings appear to us very
strongly. The personages and
objects are some times light or
shade.

At the very remotepast when
painting was introduced in Eth-
topia, most of the painters were
not intended reality but they
were a manifestation of relig -
ious beliefs thiough colour, nor
was the human anatomy their
concern, but nowit is experi-
enced well.

Most of the ancient and his-
torical paintings seem today
to us very fresh and modern
and almost abstiact or their
basic idea of expressing feelings.
The paintings are unique in
their kind and finish. Tode-
pict the basic history of explana-
tory inscription added to the
paintings but now this practice
is not to be seen more.
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The prosent painting give
much more prominence to re-
alistic representation of scenes

than was done befoie. The*

Gondarine first style is casily
recognisable by its richness of
design , its warmth of colour
and careful finish.

2) The later is characterized
by the works of the 18th century
the style changes, the designs
become simple, and crude, col-
ours lack richness, finishis poor
and devoid of any finencss.

The first Gondatine style des-
erves much more attention than
has been given to it up to now.
In it the Gondarine art achieved
its fullest and highest expres-
sion. This period shows strong
and original style and often
high craftsmanship. The Gond-
arine paintings illustrate to a
large extent the Ethiopian way
of life in general.

The paintings are to be seen
on our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Holy Virgin Mary, Aichangels,
Saints, Martyrs, Prophets, the

Righteous and the like inside
the holy of holies of the Church
buillding . The Ethiopian pain-
ting is national, historical and
very ancient.

Conclusion:

As a whole the different relics
and cultural heritages men -
tioned above respectively are
the result of the hardmeritoiious
work and ate products of
continuous and prominent
effort by monks and priests
of the Church of Ethiopia.These
holy legacies have . carefully
been preserved and handed to
the successive generations rea-
ching our time by the same
church men.

_ We understand that the chris-
tian world is desirous to know
more about the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church. We strongly
believe therefore that this small
contribution would provide its
readers with better knowledge
of the Church.

By D . Keleme Work Loulye




Consecration of
New Church Buildings

church buildings of high archit-
ectural value.

To glance at the cultural
heritage of the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Church would help the
whole world realize the great
interest of the Church in art
and architccture as the glorious
church buildings of Lalibela

and that of St Mary of Sion

Aksum telong to her. The
Churchis still in possession of
her creative knowledge and wis-
dom which enables her to own
an enormous number of new

The follewing recently recons-
tructed church buildings are to
be mentioned here for the real-
ization of this saying.

DEBRE GALILLA EMANUEL CHURCH

This new church building is
one of the most magnificent
church of ourtime.  The church
was first founded in 1913 (EC
1905) in the western part of
the City of Addis and dedicated
to the Holy Emanucl. Since
then the church building was in
use until recently.

ada
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His Holiness during the

But when the number of the
local christisns grew larger the
church had gone more and
more smaller. Asa result, rec-
essity to reconstruct and widen
the old building has come to
be more and mote higher.

Then the plan was put into
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D. G. Emanuel

practice by the local people
themselves and it was under
construction up to now. The
corner stone was laid by his
Holiness Abuna Tekle Haima-
not Patriarch of Ethiopia.

To work out the plan, a wor-
king Committee was formed

consecration of the new church building of

by the congregation. The Co-
mmittec has made every effort
faithfully to accumulate local
and national contributions for
financing the church tuilding
following the plan. Fortuna-
tely this chuich building has been
completed this year and wzs
consecrated by His Holiness
Abuna Tekle Haimanot Patriar-
ch of the Ethiopian Orthodox
_Church on June Sth, 1986. Dur-
ing the service of consccration,
His Holiness was assisted by
the whole member of the Ho-
ly Synod.

The working committee of the new clurch on meeting
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Debre Mewi St. Michael Church

On the days of consecration,
the christian citizens of Addis
overflowed to both churches
to have a share in the pro
of thanks-giving.

This chuich was first establi-
shed in 1961 in the City of Add-
is as well, but just because the
church was teo small it could
not serve the large number
of the congregation as a whole.
So the majority of the attend-

His Holiness durin,

ance used to be crowded out
during the service.

After a certain time, the cong-
regation felt called to have a

better house of God holding:

the whole family of God in
this area. Therefore, the corner-
stone of the new church build-
ing was laid by His Holiness
Abuna Tekle Haimanot Patri-
arch of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church on Jan.27, 1977,

A committee was formed by
the congregation to fulfil this

duty by the help of God.
Asa leading force behind, -the
committee was “concerncd to
raise funds for the church buil-
ding at local and national level.
By doing this, the committee
could work out a respectful

g the consecration of the new building of D.

scheme that enables it Lo occupy
a high place in the history of
this church building which is
believed to be one of the largest
and the most splendid churches
in Africa.

The consecration of the chur-
ch has taken place on June 20,
1986, by His Holiness Abuna
Tekle Haimanot, Patriarch of
Ethiopia having been assisted
by all members of the Holy
Synod.

The congregations of the two
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Af. St. Aichael's church

churches expressed theil blief
that the prayerful blessing and
encouragment of His Holiness
the Patriarch could help them
biing the works of the recons-
truction to these glorious ends.

The two churches are eleva-
ted to be addiessed as Cathe-
drals.

“Now O my God, let thy
eyes be open and thy ears

attentive to prayer of this place”
(2 Chron. 6:40)
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS

“For 1 want you to know
how greatly I strive for you,
.+« that their hearts may be en-
couraged as they are knit
together in love, to have all

the riches of assuted under-
standing and the knowledge
of God's mystery, of Christ,
in whom are hid all the treas-

vres of wisdom and know-
-ledge™ (Col. 2:1-3).

Every human being has a
potential capacity to acquire
knowledge. And the way of
acquiring knowledge can he re-
ferred to as education, which
ultimately leads to a ketter and
purposeful life. For that matter,
man needs cducation in order
to biighten his mind and to

improve his way of living. Mo-
reover, to clear the way to turn
to God, “and try 1o learn what

-

it

is pleasing to the Lord” (Eph.
5:10).

Education is a systematic
learning about things confront-
ed man in this world. Education
is a qualitative change cf think-
ing and understanding by one-
self deliberately, willingly and
consciously.

Fducation comprehends sec-

vlar and spiritual cognition.
It 1s a method by which man
could improve his knowledge
and spiritual wisdom. So, hu-
man being by nature is subject
to learmning i.e. inclined to
being educated.

In the chrdstian world
cducatiop is a basic instru-

His Holiness was received by when arrived at St. Paul Theolegical Seminary

This year, July 1986, St.Paul
Theological Seminary  could
graduate nine students for the

ment to propagate the Gospel
and to broaden the under-
«tanding of the faithful. For

it is by education we could

learn to obey the command-
ments of God and do the fruitful
work of light.

Therefore, obviously, churc-
hes should give a sounding
concern to their educational
programmes.

In this aspect the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church is paying a
great attention to her educa-
tional sector. As we have
already reported in the pre-
vious magazines, apart from
the six Clergy Training Cen-
ters,_thc Church has one The-
ological Seminary for its hig-
her education.

_ Even though this new Sem-
inary is only five years old, it
has already started to graduate
students, confeniing diplomas
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cccond time. Tt is remembered

that in July 1985 cight students

were graduated as the first fruit
of the Seminary.

sion and conferred the gradua-
ting students their diplomas.
During this occasion memters
of the Holy Synod, other high

His Holiness canﬂ‘lring Diploma to the graduates

On July 5, 1986, on the gradu-

" ation day of this year, His
Holiness Abuna Tekle Haiman-

ot Patriarch of EOC was hon-

ourarily present at the occa-
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officials of the Church, heads
of parish churches in Addis
and invited guests were present.

In the mean time, His Em-
inence Abuna Zena Marcos,

s

Assistant Archbishop to the
Holy Patriarch and Dean of
the Scminary addressed the
attendance with a congratulating
speech, regarding the progress
of St Paul's Theological Sem-
inary.

So much and so that the
EQC camnestly looks after its
theological education program-
me. Since the Semirary is in
the carlier stage of its develop-
ment, a substantial effort is
being made to enlarge and pro-
mote its full capacity. At any
1ate, the peiformance 1eviewed
so far is a courageous one to
the progress of the Seminary.

D. Tesfaye Regassa
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