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I\ﬁessage of His Hbiineé_s Abune Paulos Patriarch of Ethiopia,
Archbishop of Axum and Echegue of the See of

st. Teklehaimanot delivered at the memorial service for the
thousands of Americans and other innocent victims who lost
their lives as a result of the the attack on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon. '

Holy Trinity Cathedral, September 20/2001, Meskerem 10/1994 E.C .

A

Yaur Excellency Mr. Tibor P. Nagy,
Ambassador ot the U.S.A. to Ethiopia
Excellencies and Children of God

On behalf of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewzhedo Church, |
welcome all of you to this solemn
memorial prayer service in honor of
those innocent Americans and other
naticnalities who ‘ost their dear lives
inthetragic attacs atthe World Trade
Center and the Fentagon

Life bestowed by God to men

and wamen is most sacred and holy
God our creator has commanded us
all“thou shall nat kil (Ex 20:13). Men
and women created intheimageand

4 endowed witha

likeness of God ¢

gif of rational sol and mind must

act rationally, lowingly, mercifully,

. patiently and with: wisdom and try to

be holy as God Sas commanded
them to be.

In light of this Divine gift and
Commandment ro single creature
has the right to take the life of
another. We are zil created by the

Lord God to live in peace and

| harmony in this world. Therefore,
| inspite of our culitsal, historical, and
| gonfessional ditferznces we all have

to exercise peaceful co-existence.
In fact, in our world there are three
unavoidable important factors for
our earthly existence. These are:-
1. Peaceful Co-existence 2.
Peaceful Co-existence 3. Peaceful
Co-existence.

The nations of the world have the
prime responsibility before to see to
it that peaceful co-existence prevails

on earth.

Mankind must be fully aware that
terror against people anywhere is
utterly wrong and evil in the eyes of
God. No reason or rhetoric,

however passionate and
emotion-loaded can make terror
holy. Henceforth mankind should
condemn terrorism and must stand
tagether to uproot it. In the eyes of
God Almighty, creator of us all, who
is Holy, life-giving, eternal and the
boundless source of mercy terrorism

is repulsive.
Your excellency
Dear Children of God

As we reflect with profound

sorrow about the great tragedy

W

which befell the Americans as a
nation, people and Government and
especially the thousands of
innocent lives who are either dead
or unaccounted for, we would like
to express our deep heartiei
condolences to their families and
loved ones. We fully share their
grief and sorrow. May the merciful
God console and uplift their hearts
dark
and poignant

at this hour of deef
distress We

concemed

ought to be

all nations on earth but Americi s
the home where people from the entire
world flock to seeking shelter

protection and btter life

May God rest in peace 1he
souls of the dead

May God console the hearts
of the sorrowful

May God give strength and
comfort to the American Na
tion and its people

May the eternal peace of God
reign on earth

May the merciful God bless
our world.
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