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ABRIEF GENERAL KNOWLED-
GE ABOUT THE HISTORICAL
BACK GROUND.

We have learned from the Holy
Scripture that no one ever saw God.
We may ask then how do we know
about Him? We know about God
because He reveal Himself to us.
But how does God do this? He does
this mainly in three ways through
the world He created and which we

can see through his prophets.

And through His only Begotten
son Jesus Christ, who revealed to us
every thing that we need to know
about, God the father, God the son,
and God the Holy Spirit.

We can not know about God
ourselves. Therefore, God through

his prophets and through our Saviour

reveals to us all that we need to
know for our salvation.

The Books of the Old Testament,
on the one hand tells us how God
created the world, how people sinned,
how God drove them out of Eden
and how God prepared the people
for the coming on the earth of the
Son of God. The Old Testament
therefore, is the old covenant or
agreement of God with man and
His promise to man of a Divine
Saviour and the preparation of men
to receive Him.

The Books of the New Testament,
on the other hand bring us the good
news, about the Birth, Epiphany,
Earthly life, teachings, death, Re-
surrection and AscensionintoHeaven
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Originally God made a happy
and beautiful world and He made
man a master of this world. He
created man in His own image, and
and female he created? them and
God blessed theml:27).

God wanted man to serve and
obey him, because of love, not-just
because of being told to, but the
Bible tells us a story wich shows
how man lost this life of happy
obedience and love.

Adam and Eve were commended
by God not to eat the fruit of the
forbiden tree, which was in the
middle of the garden, because they
might die if they did. But they ate,
because the spirit of evil crept into
the garden gnd told them that they
will not dié. So when Adam and
Eve choose to disobey God, they
obeyed the spirit of evil, they allow-
ed him to inter to their life, to be-
come their master. This then was
the end of their happy life in the
Garden of Paradise.

Many thousands of years had
passed since Adam and Eve had
disobeyed G od and has been
driven out of the Garden of Paradise.
But the people rememberred that
God had promised and fortold that
He would one day send a redeemer
to save mankind. They remembered
also that God has told Abraham
that in him all nations would be
blessed, while Jacob had fortold
that from the tribe of Juda and the
descendants of David would come
the Sviour of the world.



Most of the Nations of the world
had turned away from the true God
and worshiped gods that were false.
But God watched over the Israelites
and sent them many prophets so
that they would not forget Him.
(The true God.) The prophets
taught the Israelites people to fulfil
the commandments of the law. They
fortold that the time was nearing
when the Messiah or the promised
Saviour, would appear on the earth.

Not all Israelites understood the
words of the prophets in the right
sense, most thought the Messiah
would appear as a powerful earthly
King who would free the Israclites
from the voke of the Romans. But
there were also people who did not
expect a powerful earthly King who
would rule over Israelites Kll‘l”-
dom, But one who would free man-
kind from the chains of sin and
return them to good, following the
advice of the prophets, they tried
to live in a good life according to
the law of Moses. They pn.pan.d
themselves to meet their Saviour
by avoiding all kinds of evil things.
There were not many such people.
In fact this good pu:)ph. went al-
most unnoticed in the everyday life
of those times. But God saw their
righteousness and through them, He
tulfiled, His promised to send the
Mms.lah.

Thuse, in order to fulfill what
have been fortold by the prophets,
the Saviour of the world was born
from the Virgin Mary, who
was the daughter of Joachim and
Anna, whom they were the descend-
ants of King David.

We remember then, how Adam
and Eve did not accept God's will.
and disobeved.

But the Virgin Mary, accepted
and obeyed, and Jesus Christ was
born to her, Jesus Christ who is the
Saviour of all of us. Many awaited
as a powerful Kme,\\.u born
in the most humble of surro-
unding in a  manger. The first
to see him and worship him were the
Angels and the shepherds, after
them came the rich wise men, who
learned from the star that the King
not only of the Jews but of all the
world, had been born, and they came
from far of land to worshm Him and
offer Him their gifts. The Holy
Gospels tell us how the Angels and
the people gloried Chrsit and how
the stars served Him: as a whole
Heaven and Earth join to gloryfy
Him.

We have also read that when John
the forerunner was born, Zachary,
his father repeated the words that
the Angle said about this Son, “He
shall be a great prophet of God and
shall show people the way to salva-
tion through repentance. He shall
be the forerunner of the saviour
and shall prepare the way for Him.’

Thus when John was still very
young he went to the wilderness.
There he lived-all alone. And what
mattered much more to John than
clothes and food was that he could
pray undisturbed, to God, and listen
to God’s voice. So he spent all his
time praying and doing penance.
In this
for the work which God called upon
him to do.
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way he prepared himself

Then one day, when John was
grown up, he knew that the time had
come for him to begin his work.
He left the wildeines and went along
the river Jordan speaking God's
message to the people who lived
there, He would say to them. “repent,
for the kingdom of Heaven is at
hand.” He told all of them how
they must prepare for the coming of
Jesus Christ, the Messiah who was
promised for many vyears.

revealed, “He is my Beloved Son
with whom | am well pleased.”
On  this Holyday among the
popular cermonies that are perform-
ed is the blessing of water. We do
this because we want to remember
the way in which God blessed the
water, of the river Jordan, when
Christ Our Lord was baptized in it
Thence, we have always to keep
m mind that Timket is a religous
and spiritaul festival and social fes-

The Nativiry

The Baptism of Christ is as im-
portant as His nativity as far as
His appearance among men, as
the Son of God is concerned. As
Christ’s Birth is a starting point
of His Human Life so also His bapt-
ism is the starting point of this Public
life and ministry. Besides it was at
his baptism that the Divine voice
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tivities connected with it are in-
cidential. The appearance of God
among men, always remembering
that it is the appearing of God on
earth which has brought to this
world that wonderful spirit with
which  almost every body feels
himself filled. Besides, Christ by
His baptism teaches us that every
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one should be baptized. tThe very
first mystery or sacramen in which
our church takes part in that of
baptism.

However, the briefest and may be
the most complete message of Epiph-
any (Timket) would be this. The son
of God has appeared on earth, beco-

ming a son would be this. The son of
God has appeared on Earth. becom-
ing a Son of man in order that
sons of men may some day appear
in Heaven as sons of God.
May the Lord make us worthy
of this glorious destiny.
AMEN

THE LEITURGICAL SERVICE ON OCCASION OF EPIPHAYN
FEB. 19,1974 MORNING WOIKSHIP

KYRIGIMA (MISBAK) (A4
The sea looked and fled, ™Y
Jordan turned back,
The mountains Skepped like rams The hills like lambs.
PSAL, 1143 - 4
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John,
Reading to be said by a deacon during the blessing of the water.
But when the goodness and laving kindness of God our savior ap-
peared. Tit 3. 4 — 8
Ist Joh. 5. 5. Who is that overcomes the woild
Acts chapt 10 v 34 and Peter opened his mouth.
| KYRIGMA WHEN THE WATERS SAW THEE, O GOD
WHEN THE WATERS SAW THEE,
THEY WERE AFRAID PSA. 77 lo.
Luk. 21.21 Now when all the people were baptized till the end-
Kyrigma to be said by deacons during the blessing of the water
Ist Kyrigma The voice of the Lord is upon tht waters:
The God of Glory thunders
The Lord. upon many waters. PSA; 293 &
Reading MATT. 3 1 till the end.
ond Kyrigma (MISBAK) WHEN THEWATER SAW
Reading MARK. ch . 3. 1-12 THE BEGINING OF THE GOSPELS OF
JESUS CHRIST
3rd Kyrigama THE SEA LOOKED AND FLEED
Reading LUK . 3.1-23. IN THE FIFTEENIH YEAR OF THE
REIGN OF TIBERIUS CAESAR,
4th Reading by a Decon. GALAT. Chap. 3 -18-29
ISt Joh.ch. 55 - 1L
Acts ch 13 16 - 27
Kyrigma (MISBAK)
What ails yvou. O sea that you flee? O mountains, that you skip like
rams?
O hills, like lambs. Psal 114. 5.
Reading Joh |. 7 - 17
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The First Visit of Patriarch Pimen

Pimen. Patriarch of Moscow and
All Russia, head of the Russian
Orthodox  Churceh. arrived  in
Ethiopia on January 17on an official
visit at the invitation of Haile Selassie
I Emperor of Ethiopia.

A stafl member of the Church
Relations
the Moscow Patriarchate
said. that contacts between the
Russian  Orthodox and Ethiopian
Churches began in the second half
of the past century, and in 1888
the first Russian religious mission
headed by Archimanrite Paisi visit-
ed Ethiopia. In the same vyear re-
presentatives  of the  Ethiopian
Church arrived in Russia for ihe
first time to attend the celebrations
on the occasionof the 900th annivers-
ary of the adoption of christianity
in Rus. In 1895 Church leaders
headed by Metropolitan of Hairar
were members of a government de-
legation of Ethiopia which visited
Russia.

World  wars interirupted  these
contacts which were revived only
in 1948 through religious missions
in Jerusalem and become especially
active in the latest two decades.
Archimandrite Nikodim (now Met-
ropolitan  of Leningrad), visited
Ethiopia in February 1959. He made
a detailed acquaintance with the
life and activities of the Ethiopian
Church and was received by Em-
peror Haile Selassie 1.

During the visit of the Ethiopian
Emperor to the USSR in the summer
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of the same year, Alexis, Patriarch
of Moscow and All Russia, gave
a reception in honour of the disting-
uished guest at Which he presented
Haile Selassie | the highest Church
award— the Order of Prince Vladi-
mir. First Class. The Emperor award
-ed the Order of the Holy Trinity
and a gold cross to Patriarch Alexis.

Official delegations of religious
leaders of Ethiopia have of late
visited the Soviet Union on many
occasions. In 1966 a delegation of
clergymen led by Archbishop
Yohanns Gebre Eyesus of Tigre,visit-
ed the USSR. Archbishop Abuna
Theophlos (now the Patriarch of the
Ethiopian Church). was an honorary
guest at the celebrations in 1968 on
the occasion of the 50th anniversary
of the restoration of the patriarchate
in the Russian Orthodox Church
in Moscow. In 1969 Abuna Markos.
the Archbishop of Godjam,rattended
the Zagorsk Conference of the follo-
wars of all religions in the USSR in
defence of peace. In 1971 representa-
tives of the Ethiopian Church were
present at the General Council of
the Russian Orthodox Church and
at the enthronement of Patriarch
Pimen.

On the other hand, several delgea-
tions of the Moscow Patriarchate
visited Ethiopia in 1966 a delega-
tion led by Archbishop Anthony
of Minsk and in 1969 a delegation
led by Nikodim, Metropolitan of
Leningrad. The arrival of the latter
coincided with the 39th anniversary



ol the coronation of Emperor Haile
Selassie I The members of the delega
-tion attended all the undertakings
which were held 1in connection with
this date, and met with top slate
and Church leders and members
of the Emperor's family.

Delegations of the Russian Or-
thodox  Church visited Ethiopia
twice in 1971 in January during
the meeting of the Central Com-
mittee of the World Council of
Churches and in May at the enthrone
-ment of the Patriarch of the Ethio-
pian Church.

This 1s the first time in the history
of relations between the countries
that the head of the Russian Or-
thodox Church is going to visit
Ethiopia. Pimen is the 14th Patriarch
of the Russian Prthodox Church.
He was born on June 23. 1910 in
Thecity of NogoinskMoscowRegion.
in the family of an office worker.
At the age of 17 he was ordained
at the Troitse - Sergiyeva Lavra
(Zagorsk) and given the name of
Pimen. In 1954 Archimandrite Pimen
was appointed superior of this mon-
astery and three years later was
ordainded Bishop. For a number
of years Bishop. Archbishop, Met-
ropolitan Pimen ruled many dioceses
of the Russian Orthodox Church
and the affairs of the Moscow Pat-
riarchate, Chairman of the Business
Management and the Superior of
the  Patriarchal  Bogoyavlensky
Cathedral.

After the death of Patriarch Alexis
(April 1970) Pimen, Metropolitan
of Krutitzy and Kolomna, in accord-
ance with the Regulations of the

Management ol the Russian Ortho-
dox Church, was locum tenens of
Patriarch’s see. and on June 2. 197]
the General Council of the Russian
Orthodox Church elected him Pat-
riarch of Moscow and All Russia.

Patriarch Pimen is an honorary
member of the Moscow and Len-
ingrad theological academies. Hc
has been awarded the highest Orde
of the Russian Orthodox Church
and Orders of Orthodox Churches
of other countries. In 1972-1973 he
officially visited the heads of the
Alexandria (ARE). Jerusalem, An-
tioch (Syria and Lebanon). Elias
(Greece).  Serbian  (Yugoslavia).
Bulgaiian. Rumanian. Polish.-
Czechoslovakian and Georgian Or-
thodox Churches. the  Patriarch
Catholicos of All Armenians and
the headquarters of the World Coun-
cil of Churches in Geneva.

In addition to Church activities
Patriarch Pimen pavs great atten-
tion to urgent problems of the
present-day the struggle for peace
on earth. Since 1963 Patriarch Pimen
has been a Member of the World
Council of Peace and the Soviet

Peace Committee, and a Membazr of

the Soviet Committee for Cultural
Relations with Countrymen Abroad.
He took part in the Warsaw (1963)
and Geneva (1966) sessions of the
World Council of Peace, in the
World Congresses  for Universal
Disarmament and Peace in Moscow
1962 and in Helsinki (1965), the
World Peace Assembly in Berlin
(1969), the Assembly of the World
Council of Peace in Budapest (1971)
and finally, in the World Congiess
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ol Poace Forces in Moscow in
October 1973,

On  the initiative of Patriarch
Pimen the Russian Orthodox Church
contributed 3 million roubles to
the Soviet Peace Fund.
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During his activities in the de-
fence of peace Patriarch Pimen was
awarded the gold medal -‘Peace
Champion™ and a medall of the
Soviet Peace Fund engraved with
his name.



FROM THE

HISTOR?Y

Ol REDATIONS

BETWEEN THE PEOPLES OF RU~SIA & ETHIOPIA

Specialists and the public know
about the numerous Russian e
peditions 1o Ethiopia staring from
the late 19th century and the return
visits of the Ethiopians to Russia
Few people know, howaver. tha
the relations between Ethiopia and
the peoples of the Soviet Union
Russians, Ukrainians.  Armenians.
Georgians, Azerbuaijanians and the
peoples of Central Asia
long before the carly 19th ceniury,

The first information abou: Eih-
opid came o these peoples from
Greek literature, transiated into the
old Armenian. old Georgian and
old Slav language: Armenian
and  Georgian  transiations ol the
book of Epiphanius, the Georgia
translation of Fhe Rowd from e,
the teanslation of Cosmas Indicop.-
leustes” hock old  Sia
which was very popular i medieva
Russia and the Ukraine. contain
information  about ithe  Axumite

date [rom

The

e the

knowledge of  Lthiopia made its
way into original works in the old
Armenian and old Slav languages.

The nbhabitants of Central Asig
and Azerbaijan and the fatas of
the Volga region learned about Eth-
iopia from the works ol Arbaic
and Persian literature, Arbabic was
also known to many Armenians.
who took a keen interest in the
African country akin 1o them by
religion,
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AL the close of the 12ih ceniun
4 book by the Armenian Abu-Salih
canie out o Arhic, it i

contiined
usique  material on the  Eihiopin

ol that tine. Abu-Salilh himsel! ney el
visited Ethicpin, but learned bt
ioin Eavpi.

Inthe same centuny and  Eth-
Ol commumnty was loundad in

1

Palestine, composed of priesis livine

permancnily o Jerosplems and
pilgrims to the “Hely Places™, The
Lildopian Kepi up close relations

with similar Coptic and Armenian
community and alvo with local
\rmienian merchants Subsequently,
die Armenians pledged officially 10

STEMENE | ;

the

the Fihioy
AL the begiuning of the  [4th
century direct relations were estah-

lished between Ethionia and the

Armenians, on i inidative of the
Frhiopians,

In the curiy 14ih cenuiry  the
famous  Ewosiatewos  { Eustathius).

founder ol a major sociul-religious
movement  inomedieval  Ethiopia,
undertook a journcy to the north:
1o Nubia, Egypt. Palestine, Cyprus

and “Armenia”, o to b more
exact, the Armenion kinedom in
Cilicia. In Alexandria Fwostatewos
met e Armenian Patriarch and
decided (o visit Armenia withoul
fall.  He did seule down in the

“Armenian land’. died there and
was presumably buried by the Pat-
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riareh himsell,

His followers began to translate
o ihe Gees lunguage the dives of
the Armenian —saints™ and works
attributed to them. At the close of
the 16th century translations from
the Arabic waie made of the Life
of St Gregory, the patron of the
Armenians, who converted them to
Christinnity © somie theological works
attributed to Gregory and fragments

ol the dogmatic work of Euphraxius.
Arehbishop  of  Armenia were also
translated. Short lives of the Armeni-
anomartyrs. Phipsimia and Gayane,
were  translated  from the  Arabic
o Geez. To this day the Ethio-
pian church observes the 19 and 30
ol Maskaram and the 15 of Tahsas
in honour of Gregory. and the 29
ol Maskaram in honour of Phipsimia
and Gavane,
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