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—THE VOICE OF THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH —
CONCERNING THE PEACE AND UNITY OF ETHIOPIA '

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church is strongly voicing on various occasions concerning
the peace and unity of Ethiopia so that:

1. an end should be put to the fratricidal war in Ethiopia

2. the interference of foreign countries in the internal affairs of Ethiopia should

be stopped.

3. a lasting solution should be sought to the problem by peaceful means.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church on the other hand is asking in prayer for God’s
help and mercy that these endeavours may truly bring stability to the country and peace
to the people.

It is difficult to observe in silence the tragedy which has befallen the longstanding
unity of the people of Ethiopia cemented by a long period ofhistorical process and brother-
Iy bond which now has given place to actions leading to the great loss of human life,

famine and thirst, destruction of national property and challengesto the very existence
of the country.

Ethiopia has a long history as a state based on the unity of its people.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church which has long served as the symbol of unity and
independence of Ethiopia, the champion of peace, the source of the literature, history
andnculture of the country, follows with Serious concern the attempt to dismember the
Northern region of the country and the consequent lack of peace and stability in the area.

As attested by numerous historical facts, Eritrea has always been part of Ethiopia.
The inseparableness of Eritrea from Ethiopia is supported not only by the history of
Ethiopia but also by the physical and human geographical setting, linguistic, religious
and cultural affiliation and interaction. Hence, it is unrealistic 1o put demands outside
this cultural and historical setting and the questions of separation runs confrary 1o this
very contexl.

Therefore, the question of separation which goes against historical facts and reality
and put opposing the facts of history is fo a great extent of foreign origin. This has
consequently led to bloodshed among brothers and such a development has grieved not only
our church but also all the peace loving peoples and governments of the world.

The longstanding unity of the people and the country can be briefly established by
the following facis:

1. With Axum as a religious and political capital, a centralized state in close
commercial contact with other ancient cities of the Red Sea area emerged and
prospered for several cemturies. The cradle and stronghold of this state and
civilization was constituted by Northern Ethiopia. This civilization radiated
throughout the Horn Region and provided the main historical and cultural
foundation of contemporary Ethiopia.

The seat of state authority throughout history in Ethiopia shifted according to
the circumstances from north to south, from south to the west and again back
to the north and south. In all these vicissitudes, there was no occassion when
Eritrea was separated from Ethiopia. It is true that for a short span of time

during the colonial period in this century, ErRreawas f
from Ethiopia. Even in these adverse circumstances, the peo

maintained the physical and spiritual unity with their brothers in the rest of
Ethiopia. They have also struggled with the rest of other regions of Ethiopia
for the unity and independence of the country. Under the bammer of “Death
or moiher country Ethiopia,” the Eritreans have: succeeded in their struggle
against colonial domination and Eritrea was reunited with the mother couniry,
over-coming all foreign pressure and interference and with the full consent of
the Eritrean people expressed through a referundum.

2. In spite of the fact of the existance of different languages in different regions
of the country there is a geneological concurrence and historical unity among the
people. In like manner the geneological and historical roots of Eritrea are
inseparable from the rest of Ethiopia.

3, Although many languages are spoken in Ethiopia, each language has benefited
from and developed in close association with the other languages.

In ancient times the people in the Northern region of Ethiopia, where the present
problem is located, spoke one common language, Geez, the liturgical language
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. It is from this ancient language that other
languages now spokeninthe Northern Region have emerged. This development
simply proves a common origin where the people of Ethiopia living in unity
have developed their languages and culture in harmony.

4, All scholars, ancient and modern, native or foreign have always taken with
adequate reasons the historical, physical and human geographical unity of the
Ethiopian side of the Red Sea - Eritrea with the rest of Ethiopia. The sketches
and maps left to us also testify to this truth.

5. In the north as well as in other regions of Ethiopia, the freedom of religion is

respected. There has not been any serious conflict encountered in the exercise
of this right or in the relations among different religious confessions. The
people of Ethiopia in whichever region they are found, live in peace and harmo-
ny with mutual respect and reciprocal concern to one another.
While the facts are as outlined in the preceeding paragraphs, the attempt to
dismember Eritrea from Ethiopia, the bloodshed and the destruction of national
property and the loss of human lives is deeply felt by the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church.

As the main duty of the church is to reconcile man with God and to pray continuo-
usly about world peace, for the independence and unity of peoples, the equality
of “the human race, for justice, for spiritual uprightness, it cannot keep silence
in regard to the fratricidal war and bloodletting among brothers in Ethiopia.

The Ethiopian people are a peace loving people who have lived in unity and peace
Jor a very long time without any territorial ambition on others. Despite this tradi-
tion of peace, the present calamitous civil war among brothers imposed to a great
extent a threat against the longstanding wunity and indepedence of the country.
This is the stand taken and the appeal constantly made by the Holy Synod and the
Jaithful of the Church at local and national level. .-

Further more the church constantly is praying that the Lord of peace may render
the country with total peace and unity.




' REGULAR MEETING

- The Holy Synod of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
on Thursday May 10, 1990
called on Ethiopians living
both at home and abroad

AND PEACE CALL OF

north is now spreading to
neighbouring regions. His Ho-
liness Abuna Merkorios sta-
ted that, unless this alarming
situation is contained in

The Holy Svnod of EOC on its Annual

to contribute to efforts under
way towards the restoration
of peace throughout the cou-
ntry and the preservation of
its unity and sovereignty.

The urgent appeal was ma-
de at the opening of the
second of the Holy Synod’s
twice-yearly regular meetings,
opened by his Holiness Abu-
na Merkorios, Patriarch of
Ethiopia.

His Holiness the Patriarch
recalled that the church has
felt concern over the deteri-
orating situation in the coun-
try and added, thatit would
continue praying for peace.
The church synod repeated its
appeal with greater urgency
at its current meeting. His
Holiness said, adding that
peace and security are as
crucial to the church as they
are to the nation as a whole.

Noting that the destruc-
tive war touched off in the

response to the peace call,
the lives of innocent Ethiopi-
ans are on the line while
countless children will be left
homeless. He warned that
this fratricidal war not only
runs counter to the freedom,
interest and dignity of the
Ethiopian people but will
also pave the way for foreign
aggression and interference.

His Holiness went on to
observe that churches and
monasteries  where ancient
and irreplaceable religious
relics and other highly cher-
ished antiquities have been
stored ever since the introdu-
uction of Christianity into
the country are being expos-
ed to wanton destruction and
looting.

The biennial regular Holy
Synod of the Ethiopian Orth-
odox Church closed on Satu-
rday 12, May. 1999, with a
statment reafflirming the chu-

THE HOLY SYNOD

rch’s vigorous ééposmon o
the dismemberment of Erit-
rea from the rest of the coun-

try.
‘The meeting, which “revie-

Session

wed in depth the peace and
security situation in the cou-
ntry, took note of foreign in-
volvement in attempts being
made to wards the disinte-
gration of the country and
called for an immediate end
to such a dangerous situation

The Holy Synod recalled
the Ethiopian Orthodox Ch-
urch’s active and unremitting
advocacy of an end to the
fratricidal war in the northern
regions of the country ever
since the peace dialogue was
set in motion in September
1989 and cailed for unstinted
effort toward rehabilitating
compatriots affected by the
conflict. i

The Holy Synod also disc-
losed its intention to hold
another meeting on relief aid
to the millions of peopie
who have fallen victiins of
natural and man-made cal-

amities. i

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
TO RELIGIOUS LEADERS
ABROAD
1989

«Jesus Chirst the life and
the light of the World”
Jn. 1:49

Your Holiness, Eminence

In the name of the Incarn-
ate Lord of Glory who is
the life and the light of the
World, I extend my fraternal
greetings and express my bro-
therly best wishes on the
occasion of Chirstmas that
the Incarnate Son of God
may continue to bestow His
abundant blessings upon the
faithful of your church thro-
ugh your apostolic ministry.
. Since we all preach the
same Chirst who instituted
the church to which we all
belong, it is His grace, His
light and His life that we
share in the world.

When the Gospel proclai-
ms that Jesus Christ is the
life and the light of the
World, the church of the
new covenant knows and un-
derstand well that this life is
impregnated by true faith,
hope, love, sacrifice, service,
prayer, communion and un-
failing duty to proclaim the
good news to the poor in
favour of peace, justice, free-
dom, equality and human
dignity in this world.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church is greatly happy to
be able to live this life toge-
ther with all member church-
es of the WCC and fulfil the
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duty of this new life at local
and ecumenical level.

Wishing once again to your
Eminence a blessed Christmas
and a happy New Year.

“Glory to God in the

highest Heaven and on earth
peace.’

May the Lord of Glory
Bless the Unity of Churches.

EASTER MESSAGE
1989

To all the faithful of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
here and abroad.

“CHRIST IS RISEN"

LK 24:5
" “By the vicarious dea-
th and Glorious Res-
urrection of Christ the
last enemy has been
destroyed and swallo-
wed in victory”'(1 Cor.
15: 25-38).

Dear brothers and sisters,
sons and daughters in chri-
st!In the name of the resu-
rrected Christ I prayerfully
wish you all a*blessed Easter”
that the grace and peace of

God may be with you all.
Christ is risen from death as
He spoke ofHimself asthe Re-
surrection and life, asdeclared
that He has the power to lay
down His life and take it up
again and as foretold that He
would rebuild in three days
the temple of his body Jn 2:19.

“Christ presented himself
among his followers with
proclamation of peace (Jn

29: 19).

He also promised to leave
his perfect peace with them
(Jn 14:27).

On this ground, we proc-
laim peace and unity among
men, celebrating this glorio-
us day of resurrection at
ecumenical level, praying to-
gether and thanking God the
Father by whose great mercy
we have been born a new to
a living hope through the
death and resurrection of His
Son Jesus Christ.

During this Easter service
we all pray for the whole
mankind suffering from hard-
ship caused by draught, fami-
ne, war and the like.

“May the God of peace
Himself sanctify you wholly,
and may your spirit and
soul and body be kept sound
and blameless now and at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Ch-
rist as He call us is faithful.”

Amen




PEACE CONFERENCE IN ETHIOPIA ”

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church which has an import-
ant contribution to make to
the national and international
effort being made to bring
about a speedy end tothe frat-
ricidal war ir Ethiopia, held
mecting at Africa Hall on
Friday 29 June 1990.

Attending the two-daysme-
eting on the theme, ‘Peace
and Reconciliation in Ethio-
pia," were archbishops of all
the autonomus and admini-
strative regions, Church gene-
ral managers, administrators
of monasteries and churches,
as well as representatives of
the World Council of Churc-
hes , the All Africa Church
Alliance and peace assembl-
ies from around the globe.

Also participating in the
peace dialogue were delega-
tions representing Catholic
Churches, the Islamic Affairs
Superior Council,humanitar-
ian and development organ-
izations, and renowned ind-
ividuals and elders.

Organized by the Church
Peace Forum, the synod suce-
eeded the role of the Church
in helping enhance the peace
dialogue, review problems rel-
ated to war and hunger
caused by fratricidal conflic-
tas well as the interrelation-
ship between humanitarian
work and peace.

The meeting was opened
with a prayer and benedict-
Jon by His Holiness Abuna
Metkorios, Patriarch of Eth-

His Holiness said that for
-all over 3,000 years, Ethiopia
has maintained its indepen-
dence and that throughout
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this period its people have
enjoyed religious freedom.-He
pointed out moreover, that
the country has successfully
defended unity for ages and
thal enemies arrayea against
it have always been repuls-
ed, adding, at no time has
Ethiopia launched expansio-
nist wars against any country
or people.

H.H. the Patriarch Delivering His Opening Address

The Patriarch went on 1o
state that the northern regions
of the country, which have
always served as the fountain
head of its civilization and
the preserve of its rich cultu-
ral relics, are now scenes of
tragic conflict resulting in
horrific bloodshed and enor-
mous material destruction.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church .has at no time in
its long history failed in
fulfilling its duty of teaching
the people on the cataclysmic
efects of war, leaving the
aged without shelter and chi-
Idren without protection, His
Holiness said. -

- Recalling thufthe church
has always been at the fore-
front of the struggle to restore
peace and stability and bring
a speedy end to massive social
dislocation and economic co-
llapse, His Holiness once aga-
in urged the immediate end
of tragic war and the suffer-
ing of the people.

Efforts towards rebuilding

"

the economy, proiecung anc-
ient relics, reaching out to
drought and war victims and
confronting the suffering po-
pulation to the desired extent
have thus been severely ham-
pered, His Holiness said.

He stated that the synod
is expected to indicate efFici-
ient ways of distributing rel-
ief aid to the war victims
and of ensuring the country’s
peace and unity and the secu-
rity of its people.

THE FULL OPENING
ADDRESS OF H. H. THE
PATRIARCH

“Blessed are the Peace ma-
kes, for they shall be called
sons of God” (Mathew 5:9).

That Peace may reign in the
world all those who love
peace have exerted great effo-
rts. They are still continu-
ing to do so. To bring
peace in the world many
efforts have been done. Peace
councils have been establi-
shed. The people of the wo-
rld have marched in differ-
ent places and times crying
Peace! Peace!

On the other hand there
are those who disregarded
the cries for peace and made
preparations for war andwere
against peace. As much as
there are those contributing
to the building-up of arma-
ments, the number of those
working for peace is increas-
me.

The world has been comp-
aratively through shorter per-
iod of peace than of war.

War activities and mater-
ials have spread in the ocean,
land, sky , and in the space
and there is no place which
is secure. We should not
despair at this as darkness
leaves its place for light like
wise so the time shall come
when war shall be replaced
by peace. Man led by evil
forces advance war and like
wise man led by the Holy
Spirit pursue peace. Thus
Heads of Churches and reli-
pious people through incess-
ant prayers, by teaching the
harmfulness of war and the
virtues of peace should give
unreserved support to the
peace efforts of the men of
peace.

The Assembly is expected
to make a positive contribu-
tion for peace in Ethiopia.

Ethiopia has for long safe-
guarded its independence in
unity and its unity in indepe-
ndence. Upto now there has
not been any serious disunity
among its peoples. Her long
history proves that there is no
reason for its existence in fu-
ture too. Ethiopia has been an
independent state, the home
land of independent people
and of an idependent Church
for more than 3000 years and
her history has been the pride
of the whole of Africa. The
characteristic feature of the
history of the country has
been its faith in the Lord and
the unity of its people.

Our country Ethiopia defe-
nded her unity and indepen-
dence by strugglingagainst
all those who came from
near and far to violate her
territorial boundaries, to un-
dermine her unity and to sub-
jugate her.  On her part Eth-
iopia never declared or under-
took wars of expansion on
other governments and peop
le.

The prophet David has
said that Ethiopia *“Stretches
her hands unto God™ (psalms
58:31) and thus relying on
the blessing of God and the
uanity of her peoples, Ethiopia
has succeeded to maintain
her independence.

‘Northern Ethiopia has been
the gateway to Ethiopia thro-
ugh which our country rece-
ived the Old and New Testa-
ment faiths. As Northern
Ethiopia is a terstimony of
our civilization and the site

.of many of our historical
‘relics, the unity of the people

lnd region with the rest of

the people 'and region of
Ethiopia and thus the safety
of the people and region sho-
uld be protected.

Many of the patriots born
in the Northern part of the
country are admired for their
valour and exemplary works
throughout the country, like-
wise many saints born in
the Northern part of the
country are venerated and
respected in the rest of the
country. In the same way
the saints who arose in the
central part of the country
are reverred with awe and
respect in the northern part
of the counrty.

Thus thre is no time whea
the northern part of Ethiopia
has been separated in faith,
social life, culture from the
castern, western and southern
parts of the country and
there was no time when it
was referred to  separately
independent of Ethiopia.

The recent bloodshed amo-
ng brothers is to a great
cxtent instigated by forces
bent on breaking the histor-
ical and religious unity of
Ethiopia and of negatingits
existence.

While it is necessary to
work in unison for peace,
in the battle against ignora-
nces and for the spread of
knowledge, it saddens all th-
ose peace forces which love
Ethiopia when they observe
these bloodshed among bro-
thers.

War is synonymous with
poverty, fall of one’s country,
sorrow, despair , loss of lifo
and the sad situation of the
aged and children without




anyone to take care of them.

In realization of this, the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
has never refrained from tea-
ching about the damages em-
anting due to war and the
virtues  of peace and thereby
proclaimed the advantages of
unity instead of separation,
love instead of hatred. The
Church has conducted special
prayers since the beginning
of the peace talks in Septem-

ber, 1989. It has also made"

several peace calls: The Holy
Synod of our Church giving
serious attention to the peace
and unity of the country
has called upon the clergy
to lead special prayers, has
recommended the intensifica-
tion of the relief efforts for
dislocated Ethiopians to nia-
ke the peace calls received
by all sic=ss so that the probl-
em of the country could
be resolved by peaceful means

Notwithstanding the effo-
rts of our Church and of
many others, peace is not
yetathand. On thecontrary
the break of the peace talks
has disheartened all those lon-
ging for peace.

Qur Church which carried
relief work within the frame-
work of the Joint Relief Par-
tenership was dismayed at
the inability to mount relief
work commensurate with the
need.. It was not thus possi-
ble to give adequate assista-
nce for those dislocated by
the war, to rebuild all that
has been destroyed , to stop
the ruin of historical relics,
to console the widows and
the children left without fath-
ers. This is the tragedy of
our people in the war affec-
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t?d areas of Northern Ethio-
pia.

This Peace Assembly will
be forced to take account

of governments near and
far and of religious establi-
shments which deficient of
zll human sympathy continue
to fan the conflict and supply
arms and thus the Assembly
should call up to them to
make an end to such inhuman
acts.

The Assembly is expected
to show the way by which
the relief assistance secured
from various humanitarian
organizations may safely re-
ach our people and that ulti-
mately the peace and unity
of our country may be guara-
nt;:{i.

May the Almighty God re-
nder Peace to Ethiopia and
the World.

May He also bless the
Assembly.

At the opening ceremony
messages of support and good
wishes sent by the world Co-
uncil of Churches, and by the
African and Europe ancounc-
il of Churches were read out.

MESSAGES
sent to the participants

Archbishop Timotheos,

I am sending the following
message to the assembly;

The WCC sends its cordial
greetings and best wishes to
the Peace Assembly. At this
crucial time in the history
of Ethiopia be assured of
the support of the Wcc for
efforts for peace and Justice.
We hope that the church’
in Ethiopia will be able to sp-

eak and act, together for
peace making and join with
other religiou§ communities
to find solutions to the pro-
blems Ethiopia faces. We
commend your efforts to
minister to the needs of the
suffering people. We conti-
nue to uphold the people of
Ethiopia and those in the
region in our parayers.

Rev. Emilio Castro

General Secretary.

Archbishop Timotheos,

Thank you for informing
me about your peace confere-
ce. I am praying for your cou-
ntry and church. I wish you
God’s help and blessing.

Frateral greeting,

Bishop Dr. Karoly Thoth

President, Christian Peace
Conference.

Dr. Abuna Timotheos

Your Grace,

It is with deep anguish that
we hear about the sufferings
of the peoples of Ethiopia.
For many years civil wars
have been paging in various
parts of your counrty. The
pace of the war is rapidly
increasing, strife and war are
causing bloodshed amongst
brothers and sisters while
the civilian population and
many of your beloved child-
ren become victims.

I pray that your assembly
will not feel paralyzed by
the complexity of the task
to stimulate a peace process.

Once a peace movemnt
becomes a people’s movem-
ent, a movement of the chil-
dren of God, It can move
mountains.

Fhe Participants of the peace conference in enthusiastic Participation

May I quote from the Holy
Scriptures, St. paul’s Letter to
the Ethiop - Ephesians,
Chapter 2, verse 14-16:
“For he is our peace, who
made us both one, and has
broken down the dividing
wall of hostility ... (and
he) . . . might reconcile us
both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby
bringing the hostility to an
end.

May the Lord God Almi-

ghty bless your assembly.
Dr. hans bootsma
Chairman Roundtable conf-
erence, EOC-World Council
of ChurchesGeneral Secretary
mission board Netherlands
reformed church.

Archbishop Timotheos

Thanks for your informa-
tion about EOC'S Peace Co-
nfrence. Be assured of my
prayers for the Assembly and
my contineous prayers for

the conflict in Ethiopia.
God Bless you.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED
BY THE CONFERENCE
1. Background

For some years Northern
Ethiopia has been- suffering
from civil strife which is the
cause for the death of many
men , women and’ children
and for the destruction -of -
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many churches, precious his-
torical objects, schools, hos-
pitals ond a large amount
of property, and thus this
situation has consequently
hampered the progress of
development work in the cou-
ntry. Since a few years the
war has spread in several
directions and it now threat-
ens the neighbouring areas of
the country.

Since the outbreak of the
conflict, the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Church has offered spe-
cial prayers in her services
in all the monasteries, cathe-
drals, parish churches and
homes for peace and recon-
ciliation.

Morcover, the prophet Da-
vid has said ‘**Ethiopia stret-
ches her hands unto God™
and the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church always prays for pe-
ace and the well-being of
humanity at all times.

On several occasions and
at various places,archbishops,
clergy and laity have tried
hopefully to mediate between
the conflicting parties and
bring about peace and reco-
nciliation in the area. In
October 1988 the regular
meeting of the Holy Synod
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issued a peace call in conne-
ction with the aggravation
of the crisis ir Northern
Ethiopia. In this peace call
the Holy Synod called for
an end to the fratricidal war
among brothers and for the
restoration of peace in the
region. Againon may 11,1990
the Holy syncd called upon
Ethiopians living at home
and abroad to contribute to
the efforts underway towards
the restoration of peace thro-
ughout the country.

In Jaruary 1990, the Ethio-
pian Orthodox Church and
her ecumenical partners of
the Round Table in the relief,
rehabilitation and developme-
nt field met in Addis Ababa-
to review the ongoing prog-
rams and to discuss the scope
and directions of future plans
of action. In the Round
Table Meeting, the EOC ca-
lled upon all ecumenical pa-
rtners to support the endea-
vour to bring peace and rec-
onciliation inNorthern Eth-
iopia.

During the Epiphany cle-
bration on 19th January 1990
the Patriarch ofthe Ethiopian
Orthodox Church made an
appleal to all ecumenical
partners and to the Ethiopian

people to cooperate to bring
peace in Ethiopia. At the Epi-
phany celebrations there were
also other distinguished gue-
sts includong His Grace par-
tenios patriarch of the Greek
Orthodox Church in Alexan-
dria. His Eminence Dr.Run-
ceie Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Dr. Emilio Castro, Sec-
retary General of the World
Council of Churches, the mo-
st Rev. Michael Peers, Ar-
chbishop and primate of
the Anglican Church of Can-
ada, the Rev. Harold Morris,
Moderator of the Presbyter-
jan Church of Canada, the
Rev. Douglas Ross, Execu-
tive Sccretary of the London
Conference of the United
Church of Canada, the Rev.
Sandra MacDonald, Repres-
entative of the Canadian Cou-
ncil of Churches, the Rev.
Donald Sjoberg, Bishop and
President of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada
and Pfesident of the Canadi-
an Council of Churches.
During this occassion these
church leaders committed
themselves to support the
peace effort of the EOC.

Following the request of

the EOC, the Round Table
in its meeting of January

15-17, 1990 in Addis Ababa,
agreed to form a Church
Pcace Team for Ethiopia con-
sisting of (a) EOC. (b) WCC-
AACC and (¢) Ecumenical
partners. It also established
forthwith a special fund and
indicated its decision in the
final communique where it
entreated the partners to ma-
ke prayers for peace in Ethio-
pia.

In a meeting of the Peace
Teams which was held in
Geneva on March 27, 1990
the question of Peace in Nor-
thern Ethiopia was discussed.
The Meeting decided to con-
vene a major National EOC
Peace Conference in Ethio-
pia on behalf of the CPTE.
In response to this call a
Church Peace Conference
was organized by the Ethiop-
jan Orthodox Chuch Deve-

- lopment and Interchurch Aid

Department acting on behalf
of the Church Peace Team
for Ethiopia between June
29-30, 1990 Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.
a Objective of Church Peace
Conference
The ChurcH Peace Confe-
rence was organized to make
deliberations on points that
would help to contribute to
the national and internation-
al effort to seek a peaceful
solution to the conflict in
Ethiopia. To this effect the
Church Peace Conference:
a) reflected on the biblical
and theological basis of
peace

. b) cxplo}cd the ways and

means in which the chur-
ch can ruinforce its offo-
rts to bring peace and
reconciliation in Ethiopia

c) cxamined the link betw- =

een war and famine, rel-
ief and peace and set
the efforts of the. relief
work in conflict areas in
the context of peace and
reconciliation.

d) brought toTocus the urg-
ency of finding a peace-
ful solution to the confl-
ict in Ethiopia.

b) Conference Participants
1 Ethiopian Orthodox Church

A delegation of five persons
led by the diocesan archbishop
participated in the Confrence
or there were 150 persons
from all the dioceses.

The delegation consisted
of the diocesan archpriest,
representatives  of various
nationalitics, Prominent per-
sons and clders.

In addition there were 200
other pdrticipants from Add-

is Ababa region, which incl- -

uded prominent soical and
cultural personalities.
2 INVITED GUEESTS

Armenian Orthodox Chu-

rch

Greek Orthodox Church

St. Mathews Anglican Ch-

urch

German Evangelical Chu-

rch

Ethiopian Catholic Sccre-

tariat

Ethiopian Evangelical Ch-

urch Mekane Yesus

Christian Relief and Deve-

lopment Association
members

Ethiopian Islamic Supreme

Council.

The World Council of Chu-
rches and the Christian peace
Conference were invited but
they were unable to attend the

Conference. However, they
have sent message of good
wishes and support.

All in all 450 participants
attended the conference.
¢) Conference Sub Themes

The Conference deliberated
on three subthemes:

1) The Biblical basis of Pea-
ce: A Theoligical Refle-
ction.

2. Role of the Chuich in
bringing peace and
reconciliation

3. Relief Activitics and Pe-
ace.

On the basis of the presen-
tations, - participants of the
Church Peace Confrence ex-
changed views on the confe-
nce themes and the Peace
Conference concluded its del-
iberations by making the foll-
owing resolutions.

COMMUNIQUE

The Church Peace [eam
for Ethiopia that held a Peacg
Conference in Africa Hall
on 29th and 30th June 1990
has made the following reso-
lution after examining and
discussing the prevailing pro-
blems in the country in depth,
1. Itis known that the Ethj-

opian Orthodox Church
has been praying consta-
ntly for peace and the
wellbeing of theEthiopian
people as a whole,

At this time, we see some
of - our people, living in
certain places and towns
including in last, luxury
and rejoicing without any
limit while many of our
compatriots are dying be-
cause of famines and fra-
‘tricidal war. The Peace
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Conference Proclaims th-
at prayers and fasting
should continuc all over
the country until peace
is secured and a better
situation is attained.

The war that is prevailing
in the country as is well
known has taken and
continue to take an inu-
merable number of hum-
an life. The peace confe-
rence requests for an agr-
ecment on an immediate
cease fire.

The Conference strongly
requests that the Peace
Talk that was comme-
nced between the gover-
nment of Ethiopia and
the opposing parties sho-
uld be resumed and the
reconciliation committee
which would be establi-
shed by the Pecace Confe-
rence Should be involved
in the Peace Talk at wh-
atever level needed.

A National Peace and
Reconciliation  commi-
ttee, comprising leaders
of religious organizations
and well known elders
in the country that have
been Participants of this
Peace Conference, be im-
mediately established and
avail itself in all the places
where problems are pre-
vanlmg, for accomplish-
ing intermediary task .
The Conference believes
that all Ethiopians resid-
ing abroad should coop-
erate and contribute their
share in rendering their
national task to implem-
ent the resolution of the
Peace Conference condu-
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cted by the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church. The Co-
nference pointed out that
the Ethiopian: Orthodox
Church following direc-
tives of the Peace Confer-
ence and of the Peace and
Reconcliation Committee
that will be established at
ditTerent levels should ma-
ke all the endeavour to te-
achabout unity, love of
one’s country and history
of the country at different
places in times of holida-
ys and at any place where
people assemble for var-
ious occassions.

According to the culture
and tradition in Ethiopia,
respecting” one another
and parents was a comm-
on practice. At this time
itseems that respect for
others and love for one's
country is dwelling.

The conference requests
that moral teaching ba-
sed on unity and peace be
taught in all schools and
through the mass media
as it used to be in the past.

The Church Peace Team
for Ethiopia, established
in January 1990, compri-
sing the Ethiopian Orth-
odox Church, World
Council of  Churches
and Ecumenical parters
should carry the respon-
sibility of making all the
necessary endeavour to
make a tour within
and outside of Ethiopia
so that the peace process
bears fruit and that peace
and reconciliation could
be attained at last .

8, The Peace Conference ap-
plauds and demands the
continuation and on a
larger scale the relierf
food distribution that
is launched with the
joint efforts of the Ethio-
pian Orthodox Church,
Ethiopian Catholic Sccr-
etariate and Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Me-
kane Yesus, in order to
alleviate the suffering of
the people who have be-
come victims of war and
drought.

9, The Conference recogni-
zes the vital role of that
the furtherance of aid
by the Churches and do-
nor agencies abroad and
further more the Conter-
ence appreciates the Wor-
Id Council of Churches
very much for the eflorts
made and collaboration
shown for the attainm-
ent of peace in Ethiopia.
The Conference hopes
that this gesture will con-
tinue in future too.

10. Lack of justice being
one of the problems of
the society, the Confere-
nce believes that the Chu-
rch should prepare hers-
ell to teach the basics
of secular and spiritual
justice to the society.

11, The Conference points out

* that the destruction of cu-
“Itural and national herit-
age, the lootting of preci-

ous relics to foreign cou-
ntries and the burning of
many Churches as probl-
ems caused by theprevail-
ing war and earnestlydem

ands that the government

the Church and the com-
munity cooperatc to safe-
guard all the national
and cultural heritage, so
that they could be inher-
ited by the coming gene-
ration.

12, To this effect, the (resol-
ution) communique of the
Pcace Conference is to
be transmitted to:

I. Super powers,

2. United Nations,

3. Current President of
OAU,

4. World Council of

Churches,
5, "All Africa Confere-
nce of Churches,
6, Patriarchs of Eastrn
Orthodox Churches,
7. Patriarchs of Orien-
tal Orthodox Churc-
hes,
8. Lutheran World Fe-
deration,
9. Pope of the Roman
Catholic  Church,
10, Leaders of European
Churches,
11. World Peace Confe-
rence,
12. Amnesty Internatio-
nal,
13, Leaders of South
African Churches,
14, Islamic Supreme Co-
uncil.
Praised be the Lord that
enabled us to initiate this
Peace Conference !

Amen.

The conference was closed
with prayer and the following
speech of his Holmcss the
Patriarch.

one God Amen.

“Seok the Peace of the

nation”
Jermaih 29 :7

Pariicipants of this assem-
bly who have gathered here ©
in the name of the Lord of
Peace tc discuss about the

nation and Pcace.

As there is nothing which
can be realized without the
will of God as testified by
Him.

I hope and pary that
this Peace Assembly which
is conducted here and now
will be of benefit to the Peace
of the country.

Glory to the Lord who
is the maker and feeder of
the world, there was no time
when He left the world with-
out being its feeder andmaker.

When man by his deeds
brings destruction on himself
the Lord does not leave the
world for destruction. He
secks the congregation and
excuse of His creature It
is no secret for the name of
God that there was no time
when the Lord left the world
without a teacher.

The Holy Bible teaches us
to “secek the Peace of the
Country”. Thusall churches
continuously and daily pray
for the Peace of the world.
They teach that real peace
is not achieved in war but
through the blessing of God
in the way of justice and
rightness.

the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Leaving aside the history
of the world predating the
1950's many new things are
happening in the world today
through the will of God.

The threat of nuclear war
hovering on mankind has
progressively decreased.

The system of colonialism
which exercised the oppre-
ssion of man by man is dra-
wing to a close, and many
people under oppressive reg-
imes have altered their free-
dom. The arms race is being
curtailed through a series of
actions and proposals of disa-
rmament. The various confl-
icts among peoples and nat-
ions around the world are
finding solutions through di-
scussions and negotiations.
The war threats and confro-
ntatons between the East and
West are  apidly coming
toanend. The walls separa-
ting people has by the myst-
rious acts of God been pulled
down .

The epoch of injustice and
oppression is receding leaving
its place to the epoch of just-
ice. Nations separated by
war 2re on the way towrds
peaceful reunification.  Gli-
mpses of the collapse of the
unjust system of apartheid
are on the horizon.

In general we find ourselves
in a world passing through
epoch of peace and reconcil-
iation. There are those who
think that this peace and rec-
onciliation has been brought -
about by their wisdom. that
they are leading it by their
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authority. We believe mnow,
however, that this is the
work of God. We witness
about this. Since we realize
that this has been acomplis-
hed by the will of God we
thank our Lord whose wili
it was that this peace effort
shall bear fruit.

Jesus Christ, the God of
Peace has explained in the
Gospel that disunity is ilie pa-
th of destruction (Matt. 12.25.

The path of disunity which
is visible in our country and
which is not beneficial to the
country deeply concerns and
worries our Church. When
such a concerning situation
emerges it is not the task
of the church to look at the
situation with indifference.

It is a religious obligation
to work for peace.

This was, the main reason
why our Church set about
to organize this conference.
The Church believes that
has been said by the prophet
David “Ethiopia stretches
out her hands to God™” and
that it is a thing which has to
be fulfilled at all times.

If this is the case, it is the
belief of our Church that
the Lord of Peace may bring
upon the country the spirit
of peace, stability and unity.

God performs His work
through reasons.

Our Church prays that the
blessing of God be forth com-
ing so that this Peace Assem-

bly may be a cau%c for the
endownment of peace which
our country is laying. As
our Church has upto now
been preoccupied with pra-
yers and fasting , once again
she stretches out her hands to
God that the efforts for peace
and unity shall bring forth
results.

I call upon the people of
Ethiopia to reject the path
of disunity, to strengthen the-
ir faith on the Lord , that
men, women and children
may unite: to safeguard the

.unity of the country.May God ~

grant peace and unity to
Ethiopia and to the whole
World.

A COMMEN CALL FOR PEACE

THE PEACE CONFERENCE WAS FOLLOWED BY AN URGENT
CALL FOR .PEACE MADE BY THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN
ETHIOPIA TO THE CONFLICTING PARTIES.

We, the religious leaders

in Ethiopia,

1. Abba Merkorios. Patri-
arch of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church,

2. Hajji Umer Hussien
Abdulwahid, Chairm-

an of the Ethiopian
Islamic Supreme Cou-

ncil,
3. Abba Paulos Tzadwa,
Cardinal Archbishop

of the Catholic Church
in Ethiopia,

4. Rev. Fransis Stepha-
nos, President of the
Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus,

In deep concern for the

devastation caused by the

The feu Leading Forces of the Peace Call

I
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continued war among broth-
ers in the Northern part of
our country, which has resu-
Ited in multifold destruction
ranging from the loss of
irreplaceable human life to
invaluable cultural heritage
and properties.’ :

In thorough observations
of the day by day aggravating
war, contrary to our hopes;
today on our own initiative
and without any outside in-
terference, considering the
feeling and whish of the Ethi-
opian people, and understan-
ding this to bein accordance
with the will of the Creator,
have decided to put our so
for single efforts together and
act in unison for regaining
peace in this country.

We strongly call upon
you, the conflicting partics,
to stop fighting immediately,
open doors of tranquility
that allow war and famine
victims to get emergency assi-
stance and through our inter-
mediary presence bring your
respective concerns to round-
table negotiations so that

we all together search for
a common solution.

We look forward to your
immediate positive response
for the sake of the country
and people.

To this effect, we in the
name of the Creator send
this peace call to all concern-
ed and beseech you to accept
the call.

We call upon the entire
people of Ethiopia to be with
us in prayers.

May the Creator be with

us all.

Addis Ababa, July 4, 1990.

Hereon, the following repu-
est for support towards the
implementation of the call for
peace was made by the same
Religious Leaders to the super
powers and others in the world

Dear Friends:

Today, peaceis being attai-
ned every where throughYour
help, whereas in out country,
things are doing different.

We the Religious Leaders
in Ethiopia, together with
the entire people, have been
and still are praying that

war which devastates a coun-
try and people may be halted
and that peace and stability
be established instead.

We specially are deeply
concerned about the war that
is being waged in the North-
ern part of our country -
a war that so many tries to
stop,were made and remained
in vain.

What is worrying us most
is : the loss of several thous-
ands of lives, particularly,
innocent children, the destru-
ction of immense property
and that of development inf-
rastructures; as well as the
tension that is threatening the
people.

_In view of this, we the Re-
ligious Leaders in the Coun-
try, kindly send to you a
copy of our call for peace
which we have issued on
July 4, 1990; and cordially
ask you in the name of our
Creator, to do all your best
in supporting us implement
our noble and holy objective.

*May the Almighty Crea-
tor be with us all.

AACC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The executive committee
of the All Africa Conference
of Churches (AACC) has ma-
de .its regular meeting at
Ghion Hotel in Addis from
Qct. 27-29, 1989.

Presided over by Archbis-
hop Desmond Tutu, Presid-
ent of the AACC, the two-
days meeting has deliberated
on performance reports pre-
sented by.-the president and
Secretary General of the Cou-
ncil AACC, Rev. Jose Chi-
penda. - A plan for the comi-

ng fiscal year has also been
adopted during the meeting.

Financial and manpower
issues were raised  during
the discussion and the venue
and time for the next meeting
have been decided.

The exccutive committee
meeting also discussed the

conditions favourable in Nai- -

robi, which was discontinued
due to financial difficulties.

The All Africa Conference
of Churches embraces 138

member churches and 20 na-
tional councils.

Before the end of the mee-
ting an ecumenical worshjp
service, with representatives
of diverse Church denomina-
tions attending, was conduc-
ted at the Trinity Cathedral.

Jointly organized by the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
and the Ethiopian Evangeli-
cal Church, the prayer'service
was attended by Anglicdn
Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
President of the All' Africa

19

iopianorthodox:org



Conference of Churches, me-
. mbers of the conference’s
executive committee as well
as leaders of various religious
denominations.. L

Ecumenicall peace. message
were transmitted by His
Grace Archbishop Desmond
Tutu on the occasion and
the faithful were called upon
to pray for the prevalence
of peace in this country,
Africa as a whole and the
world at large.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu
observed that governments,
religious orders and all other
organizations which stand for
freedom are presently striving
hard for peace and stability
in Africa and the rest of the
world. He strongly urged
the faithful to pray constantly
for the fulfilment of this
noble mission.

]

Archbishop Tutu pointed
out that large populations
are today suffering from the
vicissitudes of nature and
man-made disasters and made

icular note of the plight
of the black people in South
'Africa caught in the web of
racism, unlawful imprisonm-
ent and other forms of social
degradation in the land of

20

WICIL UWI DITL.

He stressed the pivotal
of the unity of struggle of
the international community
in freeing this people from
the stranglehold of apartheid.

The Anglican Nobel Peace
Prize winner also said the
Executive Committee of the
AACC will'continue contri-
buting its share towards the
containment of conflicts in
the continent, the prevalence
of peace, the mobilization
of efforts to wards socio-eco-
nomic advancement and the
success of peace initiatives
taken by individual govern-
ments.

Mean while, His Holiness
Abunc Merkorios, Patriarch
_of Ethiopia received in his
office Archbishop Desmond
Tutu with whom he discussed
world peace and relations

YV

.

and cooperations between
and among church orders in
Africa.

At the opening cermeny
His Holiness Abuna Merko-
rios Patriarch of Ethiopia
Sent the Following message
to the partcipants.

Dear Brothers and Sisters

In the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy spirit

one wo4g, L gun’: you and
welcome you y.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church which is a founding
member of AACC rejoices

over your coming to our Jand- -

for holding this meetinig and
over YOUr presence among
us and our people as well.

The AACC is a Christian

Organization  which came
nto being in this continent
to witness for Christ who
s the Saviour of the World.
Our Lord Jesus Christ came
to this world not to be served
but to serve until the salva-
tion of this world has been
achieved through His spiritu-
al and social ministry.

This glorious minisrty sh-
ould be continued by churches
in Africa to day and forever.

Thus I pray that the wisdom
and the spirit of God be

Arerbishop Desmond Tutu took the Chair at the Canfemtce'

with you, the participants
of this meeting, that you
may discuss and decide upon
what is helpful for the fulfi-
Iment ofthis ministry and that
the seeds of your delibera-
tions may fall onto good gro-
und and bring forth abund-
ant fruit in the work of the
churches in Africa.

May God bless the ‘work
of AACC and this Meeting.

FRIENDLY VISITS, ECUMENICAL AND HISTORICAL

The year 1990 has left a
living history in the christe-
ndom in Ethiopia as the
church has been graced and
encouraged by the visits of
high ecumenical leading ord-

ILH. the Patriarch in His Patriarckal robes

in honour of the guests

‘ers, H.H Partenios Patriarch

of Greek Orthodox Church
of Alexandria and all Africa,
His Grace Dr. Robet Runcie,
Archbishop of Counterbury,
His Excellency Dr. Emilio
Castro,and a high Canadian
Ecumenical delegation.

The visit took place in
January when the colourful
Feast of Epiphany is cclebr-
ated every year. The high
Church Officials were rece-
ived by His Holiness Abuna

Merkorios, Patriarch of Ethi-
opia.

-1, The Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Church has a long stan-
ding relationship with the
Greek Orthodox - Church.

H.H. Patriarch Partenios

From this point of view,
His Holiness gave great
consideration to the visit of
His Holiness Partenios, Gre-
ek Orthodox Church Patri-
arch of Alexandria and held

Dr. Emilio Casiro

talks with him on further
strengthening relation betw-
een the two Churches and

' H. Grace Dr. Runcie

The high livel delegates from Canada




at the same
religious leaders to exert every
effort towards promoting
world peace and the preva-
lence of unity and love among
the human race as a whole.
His Holiness Patriarch Par-
tenios said on His part that

- R
H.H. Abuna Merkorios received
in audience H.H. Partenios

the Ethiopian Orthodox Ch-
urch is one of the oldest
Churches and has won Univ-
ersal admiration for its long
history. He called-on all
Churchs to  work in unison
globally for peace and secu-
rity irrespective of difieren-
ces in religious beliefs.

2, The Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Church is aware of the
fact that she is living at a
time when almost the entire
Christendom is involved in
the ecumenical movement as
a result of fresh realization
that Christian disunity  is
against the very nature of
christian faith.

From this point of view,
the Ethiopian Orthodox Ch-
urch could give great consi-
deration to the Archbishop
of Cantebury’s visit to Eth-
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R
The Archhishop of Canterbury
was welcomed by,

H.H. the Patriarch and His Excellency

Dr. Dibe Kulu Zewtlie.
Minister, -for Religious Affairs

iopia as he was welcomed
by His Holiness the Patriarch
with the following speech:

In the name of the Father

and-of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit one God - Am-

en.

Your Grace the Most Re-

verend and Right Hono-

urable Dr. Robert Runcie,

Archbishop of Canterbury,

Primate of All England,

We thank God the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ in
this very moment for this
tremendous opportunity to
be able to “welcome, with
a profound spiritual joy, your
Grace whois one ol the most
distinguished leaders of the
christian world of today
and who came in the name
of the Lord to pay this histo-
rical visit to our historical
land and church.

Since we recognize well
the most significant role that
your church is playing today
in the on-going:ecumenical
moment for the unity of
churches, we are indecd
delighted by your memorial
visit to our church and graced
by your presence among us.

We .are "also happy that
the relationship of the two

| churches is on the way of

growth through your Grace’s
great concern and new effort
made since youf enthrone-
ment as Archbishop of Cant-
erbury.

To highlight some of these
points of concern:

it is withYourGrace’s kind
permission and gracious
cooperation that our chur-
ch’s faithful in London
have been provided with
a church building to wor-
ship God in their Christian
Faith according to their
church tradition,

it is with your Grace's ini-
tiative that the Anglican
church and the Oriental
Orthodox Churches have
come today to experience
constructive  discussions
which helped them make
more progress in deepening
their relations,

it is your Gace who Offer-
ed to express through a
friendly visit how the Ang-
licanChurch is interested in
our church which is ancient
and historical,

being invited by your
Grace, the Ethiopian Orth-
odox Church was represe-
nted in the Lambeth Con-
ference held in 1982.
Besides this all the Angli-
can Church has devoted
much attention to be one
of the leading memters of
the WCC which provides
scholarship grants for our
church students and which
make great contributions
towards our churches pri-
ority development  and
relief programmes for wh-
ich we arc all deeply grate-
ful.

moreover, the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church is fully
aware of the fact that how
the Anglican Church s
concerned  to realize her
good -will to deepen her
relationship with the Orie-
ntal Crihcdex Churches in
the spirit of ecumenism
through your leadership.

Due to these characteristic
recints and the like we give
great considerations to your
visit and your presence amo-
ng us, and believe that the
visit of yours to our country
and church will open upon
a new era of cordial relations
between the Anglican Chu-
rch and the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Church.

As you have come to Ethi-
opia at a time when we are
about to celebrate the Feast

of Epiphany which, for us |

in Ethiopia, is one of the
great national holy days, we
invite your Grace to take
part in this celebration. We
strongly understand that your
taking part in this Feast of
our Lord’s Baptism, will make
our celebration more filici-
tous and pleasant.

Furthermore, your friendly
visit enables the Christian
world to have more evidence
for the eflectiveness of the
ecumenical movement based
on the unity of churches and
ecumenical  brotherhood.

I prayerfully wish that your
visit and your stay here with
us may be joyous and {ruitful.

Once again, a most warm
and cordial welcome to Eth-
iopia and to our church.

*Glory to God in the hig-
hest and on earth peace.”

: Amen.

Tn response, His Grace the
most Reverend Dr. Rovert
Runcie Archtishop of Cant-
erbury expressed his deep
gratitude for the warm recep-
tion given- to him by His
Holiness the Patriarch and
the church as a whole, and
his great joy to visit Ethiopia
as the first Archbishop of
Canterbury.

He also said that when
the invitation of His Holiness
Came to celebrate The Feast
of the Epiphany in Ethiopia,
he was most Anxous to
accept, notsimply as the Ar-
chbishop of the Church of
England, but as one who in
a sense represents a family of
sister chuches here in Africa
as Anglicans and Ethiopian
Orthodox exist side by side
in this continent.

disasters as well in enhancing
humanitanian activities.

During his stay, the Aarch-
bishop attended the Timgqet
(Epiphany) celebrations and
visited Asmara and Baher-
Der encluding historical mo-
nasteries.

On the final day of his
visit, the Archtishop, of Ca-
nterbury had a long meeting
with his Excellency Comrade
Mengistu Haile Mariam, Pre
sident of the people’s Demo-
cratic Republic of Ethiopia.
Prior to this, he also met
other high officials of the
government.

Upon leaving Ethiopia His
grace the most Reverend Ar-
chbishop of Canterbury said
that he appreciated greatly
the warm welome he received
from - the Ethiopian people
whose courage and faith in

e

of Canterbury

In the course of his visit,
the two Church leaders held
talks and Exchanged views
on ways of strengthening the
existing relations.and coope-
ration between the two Chu-
rches and on the role the
two Churchs could play in
contributing to wards peacc
and preservation of natisnal

adversity have quickly won
his affection. He expressed
his hope that his visit would
strengthen the warm
friendship and growing links
between the Ethiopian ortho-
dox Church, and the Angli-
can Communion.

Since 1949, Ethiopia
has been a member of the




H.H. the Patriarch welecomed

Dr. Castro at tha Patriarchate

Werld Council of Churches.
She has Participated in all
Assemblies of the Council
so far held in different parts
of the world. The church is
also a member of the Central
Committee and in 1979 was
the host Country for a
meeting of the Central Com-
mittee.

An Inter Church Aid
Office was formed in the

Church immediatly after the
Assembly held in  Delhi in
1963 specialy to deal with
WCC. This office was ment
to coordinate the assist-
ance donated by other Chu-
rches through the world Co-
uncil.

Later on, the current deve-
Jopment department  was
formed to take in the develo-
pment programme  of the
counrty.
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At the invitation of the
General Secretary, Dr. Emilo
Castro, His Holiness paid
historical visit to the WCC
in 1989, and had a warm
welcome as EOC is one of
the founding member Chu-
rches.

Due to all these reasons,
the General Secretary was

belived to be worthy of the
Churches warm reception fo-
llowed by the welome speech
made by His Holiness the
Patriarch:
Your Excellency, Dr.
Emilo Castro,

We feel very much deligh-
ted to have gained this oppo-
rtunity of welcoming your ex-
cellency and your highly res-
pected colleagues who are

members of your staff, to
our ancient, historical and
national church and country
in this joyful and ceremo-
nious Christmas and Epiph-
any seasons.

Dear Dr. Emilio Castro,
we would specially like to
express our heartfelt happin-
ess to welcome you here in
the name of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church and wish
you full pleasure and happi-
ness during your short stay
in Ethiopia. We would also
like to express our profound
happiness for you are here
among your Ethiopian bro-
thers and sisters in Christ
at this special Epiphany com-
memoration time which is
highly celebrated in Ethio-
pian Christian tradition wh-
en the faithful rejoice very
much.

/.

Dear Brother’Br. Emilio,
we would not ke to pass
without  mentioning the
impression we have on your
wonderful quality of leader-

" ship and profound resource- .

fulness as the General Secre-
tary of the World Council
of Churches and the funda-
mental and life saving respo-
nsibilities WCC has to carry
out in order to sustain the
life of millions of needy and
helpless people of the world.

To come to our intimate
relations, it is obvious that
it has been developing since
the establishment of WCC
in 1948. It is also known
that our priorityprogrammes:
Clergy Training Centers, pa-
rish Council Organization,Su-
nday School and Mini Pro-
jects that initially began in
1972, when our relations we-
re strengthened were gain-
ing generous donation and
still are enjoying your supp-
ort and coming to fruition.

What we would like to
point out as a fact of
utmost importance, however,
is the magnanimous, effect-
ive and productive involve-
ment WCC is showing in
extending material and fina-
ncial support in the Relief,
Rehabilitation and develop-
ment programmes that are
being implemented under our
church with a marked recogn-
ition within the country and
abroad.

We feel very pleased to
express to your excellency
that WCC under your able
leadership has registered an

impressive historical chapter
in our Church, becausé, our
Relief Rehabilitation and de-
velopment programmes have
markedly improved not only
the life of our clergy but also
the life of a large number of
the society as well, through
your unreserved support.
As is well known by your
excellency, it was in 1984-86
that the EOC-DICAD emba-
rked on a wide scale of Relief
operation. The world Co-
uncil of Churches under your
leadership has sensed the dev-
astating nature of the prob-
lem that the people of Ethiopia
had faced and that it was
beyond the church’s capacity
to be confronted. Despite
its magnitude, however, it
was possible to alleviate the
situation of the people. But,
had it not been for the WCC
on our side, the EOC could
have not done much to miti-
gate that testing and critical
situation. Nevertheless, with
WCC's cooperation  and
through your excellency's fa-
rsightedness, the EOC was
provided with substantial
mat:rial and financial aid
and was successful in serving
200,000 needy people. Des-
pite all these involvement
EOC-DICAD's development
activity was going on para-
llel to this without having
to faze financial or material
restriction.
Drought has affected the life
of our people recurrently and
in subsequent years.  But,
due to tne unreserved exten-
sion of your donations and
untiring endeavours, our chu-
urch has been running reha-
bilitative and developmen-
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" tal programmes of various
type parallel to the relief
operation, even when the
magnitude of drought in 1988
was again as heart-breaking
as that of 1984-86. Thus,
our Church was able to carry
out food commodities distr-
ibution to over 300,000 peo-
ple for 10 months in 1988.

Moreover, though the yield
in 1989 was satisfactory, it
has come to our knowledge
that food shertage this year
(1990) is also sever and over
2 million people would need
assistance. But, we have the
great hope that this catastro-
phy could also be confronted
when Christian brothers and
sisters move hand-in-hand as
in the previous years to act
according to the words of
the Almighty God.

- Thus We have the trust
that. God's words “At the
present time your plenty will
supply that they need, so
that in trun their plenty will
supply what you need” (2
Corinthians 8:14), would be
applicable at this crucial sit-

“uation under which our peo-

ple ar: found and we would

P R I
H.H. the Patriarch-received the Canadian guests at the Patriarchate

at last be able to break the
shackles. of object poverty.
May the Lord Bless our

World .
May the Lord give us peace.
Amen.

In response the general
Secretary Said that Ethiopia
is a country that has a long
history and praise worthy his-
tortcal relics. Dr. Emilo Cas-
iro went on to say that the
world Council of Churches
was privilleged to have EOC
in its membership which was
one of the first Orthodox
Churches to join the WCC.
On this ground, he said the
Council’s relationship with
the people of Ethiopia goes
a long way back.

The general Secretary who
came to Ethiopia, accomp-
anied by a three-member deli-
gation for the Headquarter
of the WCC, at the invitation
of His Holiness the Patriar-
ch. He expressed his joy for
his visit to Ethiopia 2nd his
sincere gratitude for th: enth-
usiastic welcome given to
him by the Church.

He  stated that his visit
was an expression of profou-
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nd and Sincere concern of
the Churches around the wo-
rld for the suffering of the
people who are victims of
the famine and also his des-
ire to assure the Ethiopian
people that the world coun-
cil of Churches would redou-
ble its efforts to support
the humanitarian  progra-
mmes of the Churches in
this Country.

His Holiness, on the occa-
sion, awarded to Dr. Castro
a mantle with a golden collar
selected from the ancient rili-
cs Museum of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church.

The general Secretary was
received in auvdience by His
Excellency Comrade Presid-
ent Mengistu Haile Mariam.

ective situation in-the Coun-
try. -
During his visit to Ethiopia
the general Secretary stayed
here also as a guest of the
Ethiopian Evangelical Chu-
rch Mekane Yesus and att-
ended the Colourful Celeb-
ration of Epiphany.

Upon departure, Dr. Emil-
io Castro expressed Satisfac-
tion with the talks he held
with Ethiopan religious lead-
ers and high-ranking gover-
nment officials and noted
that he was impressed by
the various activities he obs-
erved and the festival of
Ethiopian Epiphany which
he witnessed.

As a result of the on-
going  ecumenical move-

ELLIAT 8

When His Excellency the President received in audience
Dr. Emilio Castro

At a ceremony conducted
at the Council of State, Dr.
Castro said that in the cour-
se of his visit to Ethiopia,
he was able to be better
acquainted with a country
with an ancient Christian
tradition and to have a corre-
ct understanding of the obj-
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ment, churches all over the
world are making more and
more progress in the impro-
vement of their relations at
ecumenical level.

The exchange of ecumenical

visits which have taken place .

between the Ethiopian and
the Canadian churches is a

clear evidence of this reality.

In the spirit of this ecume-
nism, the Ethiopian Ortcodox
Church was exceedingly hap-
py to receive:

The most Rev. Michael
Peers, Archbishop and the
Primate of the Anglican Chu-
rch of Canada, Rev. Dr.
Harrold Morris the Moder-
ator of the presbyterian Chu-
rch of Canada, Rev. Dr.
Douglas Ross, Executive Sec-
retary of the London Conf-
erence of the United Church
of Canada, Rev. Sandra Mac-
Donald, representative of the
Canadian Council of chure-
hes and other, who came te
Ethiopia to make a friendly
visit at the invitation of our
church.

Last year, our church’s
ecumenical delegation visited
Canada having been invited
by the Canadian Council of
churches.

Further more the Canadian
people and churches, are
highlighting at large their
great concern for the well
being of our people and the
church through their unre-
servd assistance in the priority
development and relief prog-
rammes of the courtry.

When all the high level
delegates took part in the
colourful Epiphany celebrat-
ion the Orthodox faithful
expressed their great
joy over their presence.

On the occaicon, His Holi-
ness made the following add-
ress.

His Holiness the Patriarch addressed the crowd and offered prayer of

benedictions at the end

Ia the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit one God

Glory be 1o the Father
and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit.

Dear brothers and sisters
in chirst: Grace be to you
and peace from God our
Father and from Our Lord
Jesus Christ.

As christians and people
of the new covenant, we
praise and glorify God for
this happy occasion on which
we get together every year
and reflect our faithfulness
to God through our thanks-
giving prayer. ;

On this day our Lord Jesus
Chirst has revealed to us
the mystery of Baptism thro-
ugh which we receive new
birth and new life from God.
Christ was born for our salv-
ation and was baptized to

fulfill all righteousness as
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written in the Scripture
Matt.3 : 15)

Therefore, Epiphany is one
of the most glorious and
highly celebrated Feast of our
church which could be obse-
rved in such a colourful cele-
bration.

Furthermore, this day is a
blessed day when the myst-
ery of the unity and trinity
of God was evidenced.

In this very moment when
He was baptized and came
out of the water a voice was

heard saying, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased, and the Holy Sp-
irit could be seen, descending
like a dove, and lighting
upon Him (Matt. 3.16-17).

Our knowledge of the my-
stery of the unity and trinity
of God is the basic element
of our Christian Faith as we
are all baptized in the name
of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit (Matt.
28).

Thus, the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Church rejoices over the
celebration of this day throu-
gh this knowledge of faith.

This kind of celebration
offers a great opportunity
to know more about the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
as well. Despite of her long
time of isolation from the
rest of the world, in times
past Ethiopia has developed
her own wisely created tradi-
tion and culture. In this
time of isolation the church
of Ethiopia has made great
contributions towards the ex-
istence and development of
this tradition and culture.
It was in refernce to this
isolation and glorious chris-

A Procession of Tabots (the ark of covenant) on the Feast of the Epiphany




The choir group celebrating the Feast of Epiphany
in performance of ritual dance in the Front of the

ark of the Covenant
tian - tradition therefore that
the country was called an
“Jsaland of Christianity”.
We thank God for the
richness of this christian her-
itage and new life given to
us all .

Dear brothers and sisters

We have another occasion
to day to be more delighted
during our celebration of this
Feast of Epiphany, because
we have been honoured and
graced by the presence of
the most distiniguished chu-
rch leadres from the christ-
ian world.

To our great joy:
His Holiness Parthenios,

Africa Refugee Day was ceje-
brated for the 4th time here
in Ethiopia,on June 29, 1990.

His Holiness Abune Merk-
korios, Patriarch of Ethiopia
pointed out on the occasion
that one of the saddening
and tragic international prob-
lenirs of the huamnrace at the
present time; is life in exile,
-}

Greek Pope of Alexandria
and Patriarch of all Africa,
His Grace the Most Reve-
rend and right Honourable
Dr. Robert Rancie, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury and
primate of all England,

His Excellency Dr. Emilio
Castro, General Secretary
of the World Council
of Churches.

A delegation of high chu-
rch officials from Canada
and other honourable gue-
sts are here with us to
participate in our celebra-

tion of Epiphany, coming
from different parts of the

AFRICA REFUGEE DAY

the cause of which is lack of

ace.

His Holiness recalled that
goverments and churches ha-
ve always extended assistance
in support of people suffer-
ing from fratricidal conflicts
and drought affection. He
said that this problem could
only be solved when misund-

Ceremonial blessing of the water

world to visit our country
and church in the spirit of
Ecumenism.

It gives us great joy to
say to them once again “wel-
come " to our counrty for
this friendly visit which can
create good friendship and
promote close ties between
our churches now and in
the future.

May God the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ the Aut-
hor of peace render His peace
to the world, bless the unity
of churches and enrich us
all with the heavenly blessings
on this day when we celebrate
this Feast of Epiphany Day.

erstanding and war are avoi-
ded and peace prevail in the
world. ¢

He said that Ethiopia has
always been hosting refugees
from time immemorial and
added that the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church does always
pray so that refugees may
have moral strength and pati-

H.H. the Patriarch presented Himselfat the Celebration of the Refugee
Day and gave comfort to the refugee brothers and sistery in Ethiopia

ence and may return to
their respective  homes to
lead peaceful and norma life:

Mrs. W. Karaggo, Deputy
Regional Liaison, Representa-
tive of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCH) for Africa,
satd recent statistics indicates
that 28 member countrics
of the Organization of Afri-
can Unity (OAU) host about
five million refugees. She
said that although some of
these countrics arc confron-
ted withdrought and civil
war, they have welcomed the-
se refugees on humanitarian
grounds and in adherence
to OAU convention and other
international instruments go-
verning refugee matiers.

She said that Ethiopia pre-
sently hosts mere than 770,000
from Somalia and the Sudan
adding that the figure consti-
tutes 16 percent of the total
refugee case load in Africa.

His Holiness Abune Merk-
orios later presented 6860
birr contributed by churches

in Addis Ababa in aid of
refugees.
Full address of His Holin-

* ess the Patriarch delivered

on the Occasion.
In the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy
spirit, one God,Amen.
“Do not ilitreat foreigners
who are living in your
land - - - and love them
as you love yoursell™
Lev. 19:33
it is clear that one of the
international problems fac-
ing humanity is the problem
of refugees. It is possible
to with stand problems in
ones own country and among,
ones own people. To be
separated from onc’s own
family and country and to be
a refugee in a foreign counriy
is indeed 4 great problem.
Whatever the international
and national assistance given
to refugees, the assistance
cannot by any means substi-
tute the love and comfort de-
rived from being among ones
own family and country. It
may be tolerable and may
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even be beneficial to leave

| one’s own family and country

and to travel 10 a foreign
country on account of a visit,
education or temporary sojo-
urn. The problem encoun-
tered by being a refugee in
another country is felt not
only be refugees but it is

" also recognized by those who

are engaged in assisting refu-

' gees as they arc the ones

with the closest contact with
them and who feel and sense
their every day problem.

The reasons which lead
to being a refugee are many.
Of all the reasons, the lack
of peace 15 the most promi-
nent. Peace is disturbed
when conflict arises in a
counrty due to interethnic
and religious conflicts.

In such situations those
who have the strength
prefer to flee. The aged
and the children who do
not have the strength are
consumed in the conflict.
The blood of many innocent
people fiows.  National dev-
elopmentis hampered.  Fam-
ine lollows and this very
same famine becomes a cause
for being a refugee.

Tke lack of peace is
not only

int

culture, lanpuage, religion
and  history. Those who
leave their own counrty as
refugees must adjust to new
cultures and new languages.
In due course they interma-
rry and intermingle and are
dislocated from their histori-
caland national roots. This
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is not a strange thing in the
world.

Peace has been lacking in
many parts of thc world and
this has exasperated the pro-
blem of refugees and the
possibilities of providing suff-
icient and reasonable assis-
tance to refugees is limited.

Thus theunderlying reasons
and instruments of war must
be abolished and eliminated
and pave the way for a world
of peace and harmony. The
lack of peace means being
a refugee, the eruption of
famine and loss of national
rights. If there is peace, the-
re is no necd to be a refugee.
Those who are refugees can
return to their home country.
They can make benefit of
their national rights. 1f there
is peace, there are wider
possibilities to work and live
in peace. If therc is peace,
there is health and smile
on the face of everyone. If
there is peace mutual trust
and the absence of suspicion
prevalis. There will not be
groundfor fear of oneanother.
It is true that peace in a
few countries cannot change
the situation of a world afflic-
ted with conflict and refugeces.

That there may be peacc in
the whole world in the air,
land and ocean, people shou-
Id pray to Godand they sh-
ould be instrument of peace.
Peace should not be sought
only in collective ciforts but
one should make oneself the
enthronement ol peace.
There arc not many people
in the world who do not sym-
pathize with people  who
were forced to leave their
home countries. We Ethio-
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pians too, following the word
of God which says tlt the
stranger who dwells with you
should be considered as your
countryman and be liked as
such, we should sincerely
try to understand the probl-
em of refugees and attempt
to assist them. We should
love them. Ethiopia has a
longstanding tradition of wel-
coming strangers and this
tradition should be mainta-
ined.

The various conflicts which
make of people refugees as
much as they are disliked
by others, we too totally
disapprove them. We wish
for unity, prosperity, develo-
pment in place of hatred,
disunity, poverty and back-
wardness. Everyone has a
share of his contribution to
make in this field.

One of the good teachings
of the church is to help
refugees, to assist the needy
and to console the disenchan-
ted. Thus our church prays
constantly that the Almighty
may give consolation, patience
to refugees and that they may
return in peace to their coun-
try.

May the Lord render con-

solation to refugees that

His Beatitude Archbishop Ti

/

A
they may returh in peace
to their country.
Prior to this, the Following
speech was made.

MESSAGE FROM
ARCHBISHOP
ABUNA TEMOTEOS

Your Holiness,Invited Guests
Refugee brothers and sisters
«] was a stranger and you
invited me” Matt. 25:25,
This word of the Lord has

a number of messages.

If a person flees his abode,
he at once becomes a strang-
er to his new surroundings.
Irrespective of his religious
orientation and sex, and
whether he is rich or poor,
a person who leaves his sweet
.and warm abode and as a
guest, enters into a house or
joins a family to which he
is unfamiliar still remains to
be a stranger.

I think the true interpreta-
tion of *l was a stranger
and you invited me” is the
conversation between the Ap-
ostle Paul and our Lord found
in Acts. This goes thus, “Sa-
ul- Why are you persecuting
me? Who is speaking Lord 77
Paul asked. And the voice
replied. I am Jesus the one
vou are persecuting” Acte

hios, Executive secretary of EOC

DICAD, made Speech on the occasion o:f the Refugee Day
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9 : 45. This means that the
Lord is with any refugec.

Basically there are various
causes for exilement. How-
ever, the refugec and those
who host refugees should co-
mmit and devote themselves
to one and the same name.
This name is that of the lord.

The nature of banishment
is varied. People may take
to exile due to political reaso-
ns, to escape persecution for
murder and to rescue themse-
Ives from the pangs of hun-
ger.

Those who are displaced
from their comfortable home
and. country and are forced
into exile need, upon their
arrival in another country
as guests, legitimate hospita-
lity and proper care. Most
of them are children, old
men and women, families
of the deceased and others
who have become jobless.

Man's life consists in his
freedom. The fount of his
freedom is his country which
gives him security and protec-
tion. He can speak freely
in his own country. He can
also move freely in his own
land. In this world there see-
ms to be nothing more exc-
ruciating than exilement wh-
ich status denies rights.

In our country, there were
times when some people in
one drought stricken region
moved to more fertile areas

where they stayed and retur-
ned during the farming season
to rehabilitate themselves.

As indicated above,accor-
ding to the verse “I was a
straneger and you invited

me,” there had been no time

when Ethiopia had not played
host to oustsiders. Perhaps
others may receive guests.
However, the fact that Eth-
jopia receives guests in vari-
ous spheres makes Ethiopian
hospitality unique.

These refugees are being

quite well taken care of des- .

pite the fact that they had
led their respective countr-
jes. They are attending sch-
ools. They are entitled to
free medical treatment, stip-
ends, housing, allowances
and in general, are leading
comforetable lives.

By and large, there is noth-
ing more horrifying than
banishment. It is our ferv-
ent hope that peace will reign
supreme in the world and
that all refugees will be repa-
triated.

Aba Temoteos

Chief secretary of the EOC

Development and Christian
Aid Department.

MESSAGE OF THE GE-
NERAL SECRETARY OF
THE ETHIOPAIN ORTHD-

0X CHURCH
Y our Holiness, Invited guests,
Refugee brothers and sisters,

The Church, established in
any part of the world, is the
embodiment  of faith and
acts of righteousness. To
fulfii humanitarian and Ch-
ristian obligation in accord-

Dr. Markos W. Eyesus, General Secretary of EOC, making speech on
the Same Occasion

ance with the teachings of
the Holy Bible which says,
“For 1 was hungry and you
fed me; I was thirsty and
you gave me water. I was a
stranger and you invited me
into your homes”,it is the
apostolic mission of the chu-
rch to help the needy ones
who, for various reasons ha-
ve fled their countries and,
within the limits of her mea-
ns, satisfy their human needs.

Under the circumstances,
governments of different co-
untries, churches aad other
religious Organizations have
come together and, by inte-
grating their activities, are
extending their humanitarian
assistance to the almost ten
million  refugees all over
the word 5 million of which
are in the African continent.
At the same time, the orga-
nizations and governments
just mentioned are making
ceaseless efforts to bring abo-
ut lasting solutions to refugee
problems and repatriating re-
fugees where they can live
in peace and harmony. It
is the hope and desire of all
mankind that these sacred
cngagements will eventually
materialise so that refugees
all over the world will return
to their respective lands and
resume peaceful lives,




Presently there are over
one million refugees in Ethio-
pia who have come from
Southern  Sudan, Somalia
and from other countries.
The Ethiopian government
has been receiving and taking
care of these refugees. Along
this line of endeavour, the
EOC is, in cooperation with
the All Africa Council of Ch-
urches and the World Coun-
cil of Churches, has received
about 1000 refugees and is
taking care of them within
the limits of her means.
The EOC will, in future,
do her utmost in the efforts
which are directed for bring-
ing about lasting solutions
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to the problems of refugees
aad repatriating them.

All of us are of the hope
that each individual refugee
will retrun to his country and
resume a normal, peaceful
life. However it is necess-
ary to satisfy all the needs
of the refugees until such
t‘me comes. In accordance
with the directives given by
His Holiness the Patriarch
of the EOC the financial cont-
ributions made by the chu-
rches in Addis Ababa which
he'ps subsidize the budget
of the EOC Refugees Service
is quite an examplary gesture
which deserves appreciation.

On behalf of the EOC

and on my behalf, 1 would
like to thank the workers of
the EOC Refugees Service,
for the sacred task which they
accomplish by way of recei-

ving and playing host to the

refugees with great patience
and a sense of humanitarian
concern. 1 would also like

to express my gratitude to
all the organziations for their
sacred services and for their
fruitful collaboration in this
noble venture.
“Ethiopia Tikdem"
Dr Markos Wolde Iyesus
General Secretary of the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE CHURCH OF ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia followed the Old
Testament traditions long
before. ihe introduction of
christianity into the country.
There are several places in
the Holy Bible where the
n,:lnc of Ethiopia is mentio-
nea.

For example,

“YThe name of the second
river is Ghion. This is
the one which encircles
all the land of Ethiopia”
(Genesis 2 : 13).
“Ethiopia stretches out her
hands to. God”
(Ps. 57 31).
Christianity was introduced
into Ethiopia in the apostolic
era during the first centuries
A.D. (Acts 8:26-40) . Frume-
ntius or otherwiss Known
as Aba Selama or Kesate
Berhan was consecrated as
the first bishop of the Ethio-
pian Church in the 4th
century A.D.

He translated the Bible
and other religious books
from. Greek into Geez, the
ancient language of Ethiopia.
The Ethiopian  Orthodox
Church is one of the five
Oriental Orthodox-Churches,
namely, Coptic Church ol
Egypt, Syrian Orthodox Chu-
rch,Armenian Apostolic Chu-
rch and the Indian (Malabar)

Orthodox Church, Which rej-
ected the decisions of the Co-
uncil of Chalcedon (451 A.D.).
In the 5th century nine mon-
ks from the Byzantine Empire
who opposed the decisions of
-the Council of Chalcedon(451
A.D.) sought refuge in Ethio-
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pia. They translated the Bible
»ad other religious books from
Greek and Latin into Geez.

In the 5th century St.Yared,
a scholar of our Church
inspired by the Holy Spirit,
composed the Chruch hymn
which is still in use by our
Church.



Structure and

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church has at present over
30 million followers. The
Church is led by a Holy Syn-
od composed of the Patriarch
as its chair man . The Holy
Synod has 30 archbishops
and bishops as members. The-
re are nearly 3000,000 Clergy
and 25,000 Parish Churches
and one thousand monasteries
There are 30 dioceses inside
the country.

There are also dioceses in
Jerusalem, Sudan, Kenya, Dji-
bouti and in the Western He-
mispher.  hurches have be-
en recently established in We-
st Germany, Greece and
Sweden.  There are also pla-
s 1o establish Churches in
unt-

Switrerland and other ©

rizs 10 Evrope and Aln

Feamonisi

“ie ecumenal

B ey fhey

nod been

in doenisalem in
Hest Funtecostal Cele-
brations.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church is a founding memb-
er of the World Council of
Churches. It firmly suppo-
rts its aims. Through the
Woaorld Council of Churches.
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it has contacts with different
churches and international
christian humanitarian orga-
nizations.

Dr. Markos W. Eyesus,
_(_}rnrra-‘_ Secretary of ECC

As it maintains a doctrinal
unity with the other oricni!
Oronadox Churches, it pays
snecial atiention to s rele-

ip with them.

ine EQC 1s o tounding
member of the all Alncs
wrence of Churcaes and
of the G
+ of this cor 1
zation Further-
we EQC participates
in the pregrammes of the
Christian  Feace Counel.
4. iakonia
ince its establishment, our
Church has carried its spiri-
tuzl and social diakonia with
the available means and with
persistent efforts.

It has united the pcople
of Ethiopia by faith, ethical
values and by a common
historical tie. It has acted

Admnistration of EOC

as the symbol of unity and
independence of Ethiopia.

In recent times it has cn]_a-
rged the scope of its social
diakonia which includes:

. Parish Community de-
velopment Programme
- Family and Communt-
ty development sche-

mes o

Relicf and rehabilitation

in drought emergency

situations and in loca-

lities facing food shor-

tage

- Health progranunc

- installation and deve-
lopment of rural infra-

structures such as water
supply d rural road

acity for organizing and lew-
ding development  schemes.
A parish council orgamza-
tion programme along new
lines has been launched stce
ten yrars ago and unto now
about 19 million of the 30
million followers of our Chur-
rch have been registered in

parish councils and mobilized
to participate in the life and
activity of their Church. Wo-
men participate at all levels
and in the various activities
of parish Council. A proc-
ess of activating the Christ-
ian youth much more than
previously has started to
show good results.

EDUCATION AND EDU-
CATIONAL SYSTEM IN
THE ETHIOPIAN ORTH-
ODO X CHURCH TODAY

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church was and is still a
prominent centre of learning
in the counrty. The church
was not only a religious inst-
itution but also a repository
of the cultural, political and
social life of the people, based
on religious knowlcdge and
wisdom.

Standardizing and special-
izing this success achieved
through Judaism, christian-
ity could institute and develop
a new school of advanced
thoughts and learning for
which the church has been
worthy of praise.

Until recent time, the only
institutions of education in
the country were the tradit-
ional schools created by the
church. These schools still
provide the same service for
the society. though modern
schools have appeared in the
country to propagate the new
idea from the modern world.

TRADITIONAL SCHOOL

Many local churches have
their own schools located
in or near their compound.
The schools serve as a recru-
ting and screening a ground

for priesthood training and
religious instructions. The
subjects were selected in or-
der to fit the needs of the ch-
urch.

Education in these schools
is offered at several level
ranging from the most eleme-
ntary to highly specialized
studies. The education sys-
tem in these church schools,
however, has been still prof-
oundly moved by the past.
These schools are highly reg-
arded as a living means to pro-
vide continuation of traditio-
nal educations in the country.

In the present time ther are:
- 7,162 traditional schools,
- 12,080 teachers and,

- 72,944 students through-
out the country.

As a response to the challe-
nee of the time, the church
is fully aware that it is her
duty to train her future lead-
ers, teachers and priests in a
way that they will tultill their
role in modern socicty and
that now it is mandatory to
adopt a new method of learn-
ing and training which com-
bine tradtional studics with
broader curriculum in the
twenticth century.

Fortunately a number of
theological students  have
also progressed to further
advanced studies here and
abroad. In general, the chu-
rch is bringing the transition
from strictly traditional scho-
farship to a new dynamic
era where traditional learn-
ing and modern cducation
will blend together to censure
the continuity of the Ethiop-
ian christian heritage in the
selting of modern world.

.ethiopianofthddox.org

NEW EFFORT MADE BY
THE CHURCH TO SET UP
NEW TRAINING CENTRES

To achieve the require goal
mentioned above, the Ethio-
pian Orthodox Church has
done its best to open a numb-
er of mew training centres
to retrain her large number
of clergy for the required
minisrty of the church of
today and of tomorrow.

A new success has been
achieved until now to open
eight clergy training centres
in eight dioceses.

Being included in the prio-
rity development programme
assisted by the WCC's donor
agencies, the implementation
of the clergy training progra-
mme is going on well now.

A decision has recently
been made by the EOC's
National Parish Councils’ an-
nual assembly to let cach
parish church contribute ann-
ual subsidy for the future
implementation of the clergy
training programme  as a
progress in the sphere of
selt-reliance.

All those who have been
made to ke retrained in those
clergy training centres until
now are playing a very sign-
ificant role in the work of
the church relating to both
spiritual and social ministry.

EOC'S NEW THEOLO-
GICAL SEMINARY

To nurture always means
to experience formative pow-
er over the development of
the life of the church, a set
up of institution for higher
education would be of vital
importance.
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As a progressive move
undertaken by the Holy
Synod, a new theological sem-

inary , completely run by
_the church, has been found
in 1982 in the city of Addis.

PRINCIPLES

The principles for which
this theological seminary
(called St. Paul's Theologi-
cal Seminary,) could be foun-
ded, are in general for the
teaching and maintenance of
the doctrine and worship of
the church of Ethiopia as
set forth by the Apostolic
and patristic teachings.
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To uphold the supreme
authority and sufficiency of
the Holy scriptures of the
0Old znd the New Testaments
as the revelation of the will
of God to man, is a starting
point of this teaching.

The task of this Seminary
in general is to educate and
train for EOC’s ministry and
leadership which involve ser-
vice, enablement, inspiration
and self-sacrifice.

The Seminary’s syllabus of
teaching also provides prep-
aration for the award of
EOC’s Diploma in theology.
This award is open to gradu-
ate only.

DURATION OF TIME

Students who come with
rich backgrounds in theolo-
gical and biblical knowledge
are able taaccomplish their
studies within a four yeaer
span of lime.

GRADUATION

Since its establishment of
the Seminary, 50 students
have been graduated from it
and awarded Diploma. The
graduates have been entitled
to serve in every spiritual
and social ministry of the
Church and are playing a
Significant role in this sphere

M. T. Teshoma Zerihun






