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THE PLACE OF BIBLICAL ETHIOPIA
IN THE HISTORY OF THE HOLY LAND

Since it is repeatedly pointed out in history, it has been clear beyond any doubt
that the Ethiopian community or denomination was the oldest among the christian denom-
inations which settled in Jerusalem while many other denominations used to come for
visiting only on infrequent occasion.

In order to see clearly the background of this event we shall take a brief look at the
history of the community relating to the Holy Land.

Ta:z fizst hi1t as to the presence of Christian Ethiopians in the Holy Land is to be
Sound in the letters from the circle of the Latin Church Father St. Jerome who lived at
Bethlehem from 412. His disciples St. Paula and her daughter St. Eustochium Wrote
to their friends in Rome mentioning among other things, the presence of Ethiopian mon-
ks in the Holy Land.

In spite of the fact that there is limitation of written information, the christian world
can still distinguish a fairly constant rise of a spzcific Ethiopian community in the Holy
Land beginning from that period and until the Turkish conquest in 1517.

Further more the main source of knowledge about this event throughout the genera-
tions until this period are the writings of the European Pilgrims who frequentely mention
the Ethiopian monks in Jerusalem in their descriptions of their visit to the Holy Land.
The earlier writers mostly deal with the piety of the Ethiopians.

The one among the pilgrims to point out where the Ethiopians pray2d was PNICOLO
Dapoggibonsi,a Franciscan from florence who visited the Holy Land in 1347. According
to his description, the Ethiopians in Jerusalem in those days used to pray in a chaple
called St. Mary of “*Golgotha” situated in the church of the Holy Sepulchre, as well as
in the chaple of St. Michael.

In the second half of the 15th century the Ethiopians apparently aquired also in
that same church, dedicated to the memo-y of insults and torture our Lord suffered at
the hands of the Roman soldiers before His execution. This chaple is described as be-
longing to the Ethiopians by the German Pilgrim from Nurnberg, Sebald Rieter Sr.
who visited the country in 1419, He points out a new property of the Ethiopians in Jeru-
salem, namely a monastery erected around the cave of David on Mount Zion behind the
convent of the Franciscans there.

From 1480 the world have another testimony to affirm that tke Ethiopians also
possessed privileges in the Tomb of our Lady, near Gethsemani, as well as in the place
where our Lady met St. Elizabeth, the Mother of St. John the Baptist at Ein Karem.

. The French Franciscan Johan Thenaud who visited the Holy Land during the years
1511-1512 mentions as Ethiopian property the Chaple of the Abraham’s Sacrifice, a
sanctuary situated next to the chaple of Adam under Golgotha.

The Ethiopian Community in Jerusalem has for several generations engaged the att-
ention of various scholars.

Many of the Europian pilgrims who met the thwpwns in Jerusalem have left dis-
criptions of their life, of their property, of their liturgy and their customs.
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- Prior to the christian era the belief that there are ka‘s{ar{ml links between the people
of Biblica! Ethiopia and the old Israel is firm in Ethiopia.
1iop: ' hurch
he Ethiopian Orthadox Clurch stands out as a remarkable example of a chure
rhal:rr:!eain:c::'nf clear links to the worship which was once performed at the Temple in
Jerusalem. This is a tradition which the church has no reason to deny.

The decisive fact in this respect is that the assured Jewish e.fen_:em:: have undergone
a process of reshaping and reforming consistent with basic christian ideas.

iestly families count their genealogies back to the son of Zadok, fhe‘ high
pries’:’{vigg ﬂ;f:m;{niedﬁ{enfﬁk as he left Jerusalem with the Ark of covenant in his

possession. -

It also seems that the division of the church clergy in priest, 'deamn _cmd deb};’erahu
patterned on the Old Testament division between priests and Levites. It is ;:'ue that 1 :
fanction of the debtera in the Ethiopian Qrthodox Church is unique armf} gs its mos
clear parallel in the work of the Levites as this is outlined in 1.Chr. 23:3-3.

ildi i J dless of shape,
hurch buildings appear as copies of the Hebrew Temple . Regar shar
they If']:;iw‘c;ed into rhrgee ;ﬂﬁ-rs and seem to follow the pattern of the three fold division
of the Temple in Jerusalem. The circular church, the most common one, shows this very
clearly.
The centre of the Ethiopian Temple was the Tabot, the ark of covenant. It was the
Tabot that could assure the holiness of the building.

and traditionally believed that Judaism was practised .

as introduced to. Traditional sources confirm that the
ho were left aside during the

In general it is historically
in Ethiopia before christianity w rrod
socalled Falasha tribe of northern Ethiopia are remnants n
introduction of christianity in the country.

In addition the history of the certain Eunuch,bfhe treasurer of the Queen E‘and:;‘r_c
who went to Jerusalem on pilgrimage (Act. 8. 27) gives clear witness to rf;e ”Er; ‘of ! :5
belief. John C' risos:omos also realizes, in his homily o:1 Pentecost, that the Ethiopions

were present in the Holy City on the day of Pentecos!.
. i 7l istianity in Ethiopia proved
use of all this and other clear evidences that christianity in Ethiop, e
to benrz'l:f:fec;f'apn{’m of Judaism — and the faithful not as gantile but as Jewish chris-
tians.

Belonging to times long past, th
as a unique living example of how
respected in the church.

The history continues.

Sources:

- Panoroma of history and spiritual life of EOC.

. The History of the Ethiopian community in the Holy Land-by Geries Khoury
- The Rights of the Abyssfnf'ar:'-E.O.C. in the Holy Places - by H. G. Abuna Philippos

erefore EOC stands to day and is regarded by many
ancient christian cusioms have been preserved and
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BIOGRAPHY OF HIS HOLINESS ABUNA MERKORIOS 4th PATRIARCH OF
THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 5t

His Gracs, Archbishop Me-
rkorios with the former name
Zcelibanos was bron in 1930
E.C. (1538 D.C). in the
vicinity of Aregit Kidane
Mehret monastery which is
in Gondar diocese Debre
Tabour district/ Estie sub-

When he was old enough

he was. sent to school and
studied all ecclesiastical sub-
jects at a higher level,
Abuna Merkorios became
& deacon ordained by the
then Gondar diocese’s Arch-
bishop Abuna Michael in
1944 E.C. (1952 D.C).

After graduating in Digua,
His Grace returned to his

‘parish and taught Digua in

the monastery for 7 Years.

Having a strong spiritual
devotion to harmonize mon-
asticism with teaching, His
Grace Abuna Merkorios got
his monkhood from membhir
Hailemariam of Daga Estifa-
nos monastery of Lake Tana
the present melake Genet
of St. George Church of
Bahir - Dar in 1961 E.C
(1969 D.C).

His Grace Abuna Merk-
orios later on joined a mon-
astery distinctly known as
Gashopa in Bahir-Dar dis-

_trict and in accordace to the

monastery’s tradition, he ser-
ved the monastery for 2 years,

From there, His Grace
came to addis Ababa and
served in the Holy Trinity

Cathedral and studied the

interpretations of the New
Testament and Abushakir.

His Grace also studied his
modern education in the Holy
Trinity Cuthedral schooi
and pursued Further Studies
in the then training Centres.

_Then, His Grace was as-
signed as an administrator
of Deber - Bisrat St. Gabriel
Church. His Grace has exe-
rted there much of his effo-
rts for the construction of the
church building and a church
hall and fora parish council
organization.

His Grace Abuna Mer-
korios having enough know-
ledge and having rendered
spiritual services conscient-
iously, the Church, in her
13 bishops election where
the Holy Synod, the Clergy
and laity were involved, in
January (Tir) 13, 1971 E.C.
(1979 D.C) unanimously elec-
ted. His Grace as Bishop was
assigned to be the bishop
of Ogaden district. There,
His Grace has accomplished
his missionary activity by
reconstructing churches that
were destroyed by the enemy
and building new churches,
comforting and evangelizing
the people and teaching them
about the love they should ha-
ve for their country Ethiopia
because they were disturbed
due to the then prevailing war,
After that His Grace Abuna
Merkorios was assigned to
Gondar diocese in 1971 E.C.

(1979) D.C. His' Grace
had contributed significan-
tly in teaching, comforting
and revealing the real con-
temporary situation to the
community by going around
the district of Chilga and
Debark and was successful
n convincing many  people
to continue their peaceful
life. His Grace was appointed
as archbishop by His Ho-
liness Abuna Teklehaimanot
in1972E.C. (1980 D.C) as a
result of his fruitful efforts.

~

His Grace on his part has
been trying his best to bring
the Ethiopian  Orthodox
Church to self - sufficiency.
Thus organizing and streng-
thening of thz laity in parish
council,being a spiritual acti-
vity, His Grace has made
possible the establishment
and strengthening of parish
councils expansion of Sun-
day schools, safe guardi-
ng of antiguities, distributing
of spiritual books, ch irch ma-
gazines and news papers to
the laity and the implemen-
tation of the KaleAwadi with
which the church isadmiai-
stered.

His Holiness Abuna Mer-
korios  has many new chur-
ches built and many dilapid-
ated churches rebuilt in the
Gondar diocese. -

The opening of spiritual
boarding schools and esta-
blishment of clergy training
centers for training the clergy

7




in handi-craft was successful
accomplished by His Grace.'

His Grace personally has
created a conducive founda-
tion for gaining a salary to
those traditional school tea-
ching . scholars to enable
them teach without facing
burden and problems as they
had no means of living earlier
such that they could render
and transmit their knowledge
to the new gencration.

The diocesan — workers
were also given an oppor-
tunity to improve their skill
and knowledge,their expenses
being covered by the dio-
cese.

In His Holiness’ archbisho-
pric period, 43 chraches have
been constructed, and . 185
churches renewed.

His Grace has done his
best by requesting aid from
a donor and installing
a grinding mill that works
with kerosenc in the great
monastery of Bethlehem
which is in Gayint district, so
that the clergy and Digua
students there could be zelf-
reliant.

Generally, His Grac: was
very successful in putting in
to effect the Kale Awadi
of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church and organizing par-
ish Councils and as a result
of this, Gondar diocese was
raised to stand Ist in the
yearly evaluation made by
the National Parish council
Organization.

Based on this evaluation, the

diocese was the Ist in 1975,
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his fruitful services when he was

a diocesan Archbishop in Gondar

1976, 1977, 1978 (E.C) 1983-
1986 D.C and 2nd in 1978
(E. C) 1986 (D.C) and Ist
in 1979 E.C. 1987 (D.C).
Thus, Gondar diocese stood
Ist for 5 times in continuity
and was awarded prizes.

As has been globally men-
tioned previously, His Grace
Abuna Merkorios, on top
of being a father who has
fulfilled his spiritual mission
has been elected by the Gon-
dar-Zuria district, Dembia
election centre in the 1979
E.C (1987 D.C)a National
Shengo member clection, be-
cause His Grace was famous
for his being a strong father.

“His Grace, Abuna Mer-
korios is a father who
respects the law and regula-
tion of the church, knows
administration conscientious,
respectful to guests, consi-

_ derate and reserved.

Thus, in accordance to the
guidelines of the Ethiopian

Orthodox Church  Holy
Synod criteria for the pat-
riarchal election, among the
three candidate, Archbishop
Merkorios was elected by
majority vote on August 28,
1988 as the 4th patriarch
of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church.

Requesting donor organiz-
ations,HisGrace also has tried
to his full capacity to esta-
blish weavery, Knitting and
sewing and to install grin-
ding mills and bakery in
certain churches in order to
render services to the com-
munity in the parishes.

In addition to this, His
Grace had built halls around
churches that could serve
for preaching the Gospel,
Sunday schools teaching
and community meeting. His
Grace has also done what
is possible to have wells dug
and water pumps installed
so that the community is
provided with potable water.

ABUNA MERKORIOS ENTHRONED AS

His Holiness Abuna Mer
korios was enthroned as
4th Pairizzch of the Ethio-
pian Orthodox Church on
the 4th of September 1988
at the Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral, Addis Ababa.

Following his consecre-
tion, His Holiness Abuna
Merkorios assured the con-
gregation attending the high-
ly colourful ceremony that
he will do his level best to
fulfill his responsibility with
which he has been entrusted.

His Holiness pointed out
that he was fully aware of
the magnitude of the task
which encounters the leader
of a Church with history

.dating back to the millennia

with a rich cultural, literary,
theological and liturgical
tradition.

Abuna Merkorios, formerly
Archbishop of Gondar dioce-
se was elected patriarch on
August 28 by member of the
Holy synod and church repre-
sentatives coming from the 16
dioceses and Monasteries. Ab
una Merkorios is 50 years old
and he was, elected patriarch
in accordance with the rules
and regulations of the Holy
Synod.

Early in the morning, me-
mbers of the clergy attired
in a special church vestments
took their assigned places
in the Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral followed by arrival of
distinguished guests and me-

OF ETHIOPIA

mbers of the diplomatic
Corps. Among the guests
present, was . Dr. Dibekulu
Zewde, Minister of Religious
Affairs in the Council of
Ministers.

The newly elected patriarch
was welcomed by Archbi-
shops and clergy carry-
ing golden crosses and the
Gospel accompanied by a
choir group, singing ““Blessed
is he who comes ia the name
of God".

After the liturgical service
a brief explanation of the
electoral process and the lea-
dership’s responsibility of the
patriarch was given. Arch-
bishop Abraham, the interim
patriarch of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church said on
behalf of the Holy Synod
that the election was con-
ducted democratically.

PATRIARCH

His Holiness Abuna Me-
rkorips stated. that' the role
of the church should aoi
be limited only to. spiritual
affairs but has to include
various development -and
social activities,

On the enthronement oc-
casion representatives of sis-
ter orthodox churchs, dif-
ferent denominations and ecu
menical organization’s dele-
gations have made speeches
of solidarity and friendship
and have given different pre-
sents te His Holiness.

His Holiness Abuna Mer-
korios succeeded the late par-
triarch Abuna Tekle Hai-
manot who passed away in
june 1988 after 12 years of
service as patriarch of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church,
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MESSAGES

In the Name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit one True God, Bl-
essed be His name for ever
and ever Amen.

Fraternal and cordial gre-
etings to our dearly Beloved
Brother in the Lord, His
Holiness Abuna Merkorios,
Patriarch of Ethiopia.

Dearly Beloved Brother in
Christ, Your Holiness,

We greet Your Holiness
with great joy in the occa-
sion of Your Enthronement
as chief shepherd and pat-
riarch of our ancient and
honoured sister Orthodox
Church of Ethiopia. On be-
half of our Holy Episcopal
Synod of our priests and
people, and on our own be-
halt as Catholicos of the
East and Malankara Me-
tropolitan, we send to your
Holiness and to the bishops,
priests and people our most
heartfelt felicitations and sin-
cere good wishes on this joy-
ous occasion.

My God grant your Hol-
iness a long and fruitful min-
istry in the service of your
people.

Because of our advanced
age and uncertain health, we
are ourselves unable to be
personally present with Your
Holiness on this joyous occa-
sion. Qur brother His Grace
Dr. Paulos Mar Gregorios,
Metropolitan of Delhi, and
the Secretary for Inter-Chu-
rch Relations of our Holy

OF CONGRATULATIONS READ

THE CEREMONY

Episcopal Synod will repre-
sent us and our church on
this occasion, and bring you
this message in person.

We hold our beloved sister
orthodox Church of Eth-
iopia in high esteem and
in sincere affection. Qur two
churches have both passed
through many great vicissi-
tuds ia history, and God
has been merciful in preserv-
ing us in the true faith throu-
ghout the centuries.

May the Holy spirit grant
Your Holiness the fullness
of His gifts, keep you in
His ways strangthen you with
His might, and guide you
by His wisdom. May the
Lord bless all your wener-
able bishops, priests and peo-
ple. We wish to express on
this occasion our genuine
wish and sincere hope that
Your Holiness will soon be
enabled by God to bless
our church and our people
with a personal visit in the
near future.

Your brother in the Lord
Baselivs Mar Thoma Ma-
thew | Catholicos of the
East.

Your Beatitude,

It is my privilege to ex-
press to you, on behalf of
Dr. Emilio Castro, General
Secretary of the World Co-
uncil of Churches, the pro-
found juy and sincere gree-
tings of the WCC on the
occasion of your election and
enthronement as patriarch of

the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church. )

We are most grateful to-
you for the invitation to be
present at this important
moment in the life of the
church. f

The WCC has a double
reason for rejoicing in this
celebration:

Firstly, in commemmorat-
ing last month the 40t year
since the foundation of the
WCCat its First Assembly
held in Amsterdam in August,
1948, we remembered with
gratitude that your church
is among the co-founders of
the Council. During these
40 years the Ethiopian Ort-
hodox church has brought
an important contribution
to the work of the Council
through distinguished re-
presentatives - bishops, theo-
logians, priests, laymen - who
acted as members of Central
Committee, delegates, advi-
sers, staff. In this way the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
has givena dircct witness to
the Orthodox prescnce and
mission in the history of
African christianity.

Secondly, living in  the
turbulent times of today,
the commitment of your
church to the ecumenical
fellowship is crucial, in order
that we can respond together
to the need for justice, peace
and unity-not cnly here
in Africa, but also all over
the world. Humbly, as an
ccumenical community, we

i




have responded to the call
of your people seeking so-
lidarity in difficult times.

Many people are longing for
peace, justice, and freedom
in many parts of the world.
The Ethiopian
church possesses rich spiritual
resources to be shared with
others for the benefit of the
human community at large.

The WCC follows with
interestand hope the deve-
lopments in the life of your
nation. A holy and popular
church like yours can never
cease (o support a great na-
tion like yours in its process
of change and renewal. Be-
causec of the history of its
origin Ethiopian christianity
has a permanent covenant
of love, faithfullness, and com
munion with the Ethiopian
people. Her insistence on the
continulty of the apostolic
and patristic tradition goes
together with her pastoral
readiness to serve her and
the society at large, to
prepare ground for imme-
diate common  Christian
witness, to recognisc the local
ecumenical realitics. We are
conviced that out of these
challenging cxpericnces and
creative development, a new
light will shine more power-
fully upon the holy identity
of the church.

In a church with such a
profound Biblical character,
the transmission of the divine
Gospel and tradition, and
its renewal, depends on the
personality of the patriarch
as shepherd devoted to the
service of the people. We
wish you a blessed patriar-
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chal ministry and mission
in the midst of the people
of God in your country.
We pray that under your
leadership, the Ethiopian Or-
thodox church will continue

to enrici and inspire the

ecumenical community with
her wisdom and spirituality.

As a sign of our commun-
ion of faith, hope and love,
we invoke the power of God
the Holy Trinity upon the
church of Ethiopia, upon her
new patriarch, upon her
synod, clergy, and people
in the name of Jesus Christ
whose divine grace heals
every weakness and supplies
whatever is lacking. We pray:
Come, Holy Spirit, streng-
then and energize his Be-
atitude, and renew the face
of the Holy Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church and all the
Ethiopian people, Amen.

Professor lon Bria,
Director Wee/Rel
Sepetember 4,1988.

Holiness,

Excellencies, Dear Friends,

It is a great honor and a
great spiritual joy for the
members of our delegation
to represent the Bishop of
Rome, His Holiness Pope
John Paul 11 on this solemn
occasion.

Responding to the invi-
tation given by St. Paul in
the letter to the Romans:
"Rejoice with those who re-
joice, (Rom. 12:15). His Hol-
iness, Pope John Paul 11
sends us to share the joy of
the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church at the moment in

which by the grace of God,

she has received a new pat-
riarch. We bring, in' the; name
of Pope John Paul 11 and
-of the whole Catholic Church
a message of fraternity and
of hope .

*  Holiness, it is first of all
to you that 1 bring the per-
sonal best wishes and as-
surance of prayers of Pope
John Paul 11 Who unites
himself to you in fraternal
charity. He asks the Lord
to grant you his graces of
light and peace on the heavy
responsibility that is yours.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
and the Catholic Churches
are both apostolic Churches.

In the heritage that we
have received from the Apos-
tles, the same mission has
been entrusted to us to be
servants of Justice, of recon-
ciliation, and of peace among
men. In virtue of the apos-
tolic succession, we celebrate
the same sacraments in a
rich and legitimate variety
of liturgical expressions. Our
Churches are truly sister
Churches. In the course of
centuries, this fraternity has
been disturbed by serious
misunderstandings  coming
from a lack of familiarity of
each others’ language, from
cultural differences, as well
as from diverse circumst-
ances. In short, we came to
live separately. But in being
aware of the depth of the
mystery of our communion
in Christ, we know that hum-
an weaknesses could not des-
troy it completely. We need
to search for ways in which
this communion can one day
be expressed a new by the

profession of the same faith;

even now we can and
we ought to express our com-
munion in love, for the
love of Christ impels us ( 11
Cor. 5:14) in trust and in
mutual respect.

This communion in love,
does not allow Christians
to fall back on themselves.
On the contrary, it pushes
them to serve their brothers
and sisters and to collaborate
with all persons of good will
in helping the poor and those
who suffer, This fact was
well expressed in the mission
and the composition of the
ecumenical delegation of Eth-
iopian Churches which visit-
ed Pope John Paul 11 in
1986 in support of that which
Ethiopian Christians had re-
alized together in aleviating

-the suffering of their coun-
trymen,

In calling us to serve our
brothers and sisters together,
Christ allows us to meet
cach other, to know each
other better, and to advance
on the way to full commun-
ion of faith and of love.

Holiness,

You know that since the
Second Vatican Council the
Catholic Church has been
committed fully to the cause
of Christian unity.

Pope John 'Paul 1l has
often repeated that this com-
mitment is irreversible. He

‘knows that the Ethiopian

Ort.hod_ox Church partici -
pates in international ecu-
menical organizations and
collaborates with the other
Churches in Ethiopia, inc-

luding the Catholic Church.
Hedoesnot forget the gestu-
reful of love accomplished
by your venerated predeces-
sor, His Holiness Patriarch
Tekle Haimanot, who visited
Rome in 1981. Soon theo -
logians of the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church and of other
AncientEasternChurches will
have unofficial theological
conversations with the Cath-
olic theologians in the sett-
ing of the pro-Oriente Found-
ation in Vienna. For all that
we can already give thanks
to God who in this way
gives us the hope and the
courage necessary for the
route that must still be travel-
ed until the day when we
will be able again to partake
together of the Body and
Blood of the Lord.

As this moment when
Your Holiness takes up a
hca&:y responsibility in the
service of the Church of
Christ, I assure you that
you will always find in the
Bishop of Rome a loving
brother, one who desires that
for the glory of God and
the well-being of humanity,
bonds of fraternity and of
collaboration between the
faithful of the Catholic
Cht._urch and those of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

Holiness,

May God give you a
long life for a fruitful patria-
rchal ministry, rich in graces
and blessings for the peopie
He has entrusted to you.

Delegation of pope paul th
second Head of the Roman C‘affm."iz
IC;;.;-:&. Alexandria, August 31st,

His Beatitude the Ogtbodax
Patriarch of Ethiopia
Abba Merkourios
ADDIS ABABA
We cmbrace intécnmne of
our Lord Your ‘Beatitude
and brother in Christ,

Please allow us to extend
our deep and brotherly con-
gratulations for thy elec-
tion. The Almighty with His
prosperity has ascended you
on the glorious throne of
the Holy, Historical, Trad-
itional Church of Ethiopia,
and to its Christian African
Church. Thou are carrying
on thy shoulders, a burden
humanly heavy, but light with
thc_Love and Blessings of
Chr!st, The Yoke is Jesus
Christ.

Our Humble prayers will
accompany them and wish
that our Lord will reinforce
thy struggle for the well-
being and prosperity of the
Church and of the people
of this Holy country, Eth-
1opia.

The bonds that bind our
Churches as of its early years
of the History of Christ, are
brotherly and very tight. The
Ch_r:stian city of Alexandria,
which is the country of the
Great Father saint Athanas-
sios, Patriarch of Alexandria
with saint Froumentios are
endlessly uniting - us - with
eternity through - ages and
ages. .

And now, we ar: and will
be Brothers in Christ, and
the cooperation befween us
in the name of our Lord and
between the Ethiopian . and

13




Greek people, will be further
strengthened and putsued.

Our . brother, His Em-
inence Archbishop Petros,
will be along with thee by
the side and will be always
there at your disposal.

Our Lord Jesus Christ
binds and unites our Chur-
ches and our people. Our
Brother His Eminence arch-
bishop of Leoundopoleos,
Titos, during the time of the
enthronement will be pre-
sent. Both will be there to
carry and convey to thec
our Love.

With fraternal greetings
and embracement.
the Patriarch of Alexandria

Parthenios
Your Holiness Abuna Mer-
korios Patriarch of Ethiopia
Addis Ababa -

At the occasion of elec-
tion of your Holiness on the
patriarchal See of Ethiopia we
want to extend wholehear-
tedly fraternal congratula-
tions and best wishes for
long and fruitful work in
the vineyard of our Lord.
We trust in deepened relations
with church of Vienna and
look forward to participation
of Abuna Timothios of Kefa
and M.T. Teshomna Zerihun
at 5th Vienna consultation 18
September. Blessings of the
Lord. Yours respectfully,

Fransiskus Cardinal Groer
Arcbihbishop, Theodor Presi-
dent, Alfred Stirnemann Secr-
etary General, Ecumenical
Foundation Pro Oriente Vie-
nna.

His Holiness Abuna - Mer-
kotios Patriarch of = Eth-
iopia, Addis Ababa
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On behalf of Polish Or-
thodox church I send your
Holiness our best wishes.
We enjoy together with Holy
Ethiopian Church and re-
main. With love in Christ
Metropolitan Basil

His Holiness Abuna Mer-
korios

Patriarch of Ethiopia,
Addis Ababa

May God strengthen and
sustain you to love and care
for your people as primate
and Patriarch of Ethiopia
Ednond L. Browning presid-
ing Bishop Episcopal church
His Holiness Abuna Mer-
korious
Patriarch of Ethiopia
Addis Ababa

With heartfelt joy we de-
legate Bishop David Sahagian
from France as the represen-
tative of Holy See of Etchm-
iadzin to participate during
festivitles of enthronment of
the newly elect patriarch of
Ethiopia beloved sisiter chu-
rch on this joyous day

We Fervently pray that the
Holy Spirit restow the newPa-
triarch wisdom and strengtth
to lead historical church of

. Ethiopiatowards new spiritual

hights. We also pray that
the almighty God bless your
church and the people of
Ethiopia on this joyous occa-
sion and make them success-
ful in their holy aims

With fraternal love
we join you in prayer and
remain your brother in christ
Vasken first catholicos of all
* Armenians

Your Holiness Abunl‘-_ﬂer -
korious -7
Patriarch of Ethiopia,
Addis Ababa

Whole heartedly Con -
gratulatifg your Holiness on
worthy election to patri
throne we pary our Lord
grant you longevity. Wisdom
and strength in your new
duties as leader of venerable
church of Ethiopia. Metro-
politan petros of Aksun will
represent our church at the
enthronement.

With much love in  Christ.
Seraphin  Archbishop of
Athens and all Greece.

The Holy Synod of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

The christian peace con
ference sends warmest con-
gratulation to the Holy synod
of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church on this important oc-
casion of the enthponement
of the new patriarch.
May all the best that God
has to give be, his in
abundance.

My the prince of peace and
the shepherd of all shepherds
guide him on the journey
towards the reign of God
in our time.

We pray that God will
richlybless this occasion.May
it mark the beginning of a
new stage in the life of our
church, in which your rich
heritage in the christian trad-
ition will contribute to the
solution of the tasks you
are facing in your country
and religious family.

We remember with grat-
itude the close christian re.
lations that have always ex.

isted between the Ethiopian
church and the christian pea-
ce conference and assure you
that you can continue to
count on the prayers and
support of our movement
as a sign of the unity of the
whole christian family.

With the Apostle Paul we
can say, we give thanks to
God always for you all con-
stantly mentioning you in
our prayers, remembering be-
fore our God and Father your
work of faith the labour of
love and steadfastness of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ. (I
Thess. 1:2-3).

Bishop Dr. Karoly Toth, pre-
sident

Rev. Dr.Lubomir Mirejovaky
Secretary General

Metropolitan Flaret of Kiev
and Galicia, chairman of
Continuation.

TO THE HOLY SYNOD

We ask you to consider
us present there with our
brotherly love and prayers
conveying the best wishes
on behalf of the Holy Synod
of the Romanian Orthodox
Church the clergy and the
faithful. Maythe Lordbless the
new Patriarch of the Ethiop-
ian church and bestow upon
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him His numerous gifts and
help him in the new mission
of great responsibility he is
to begin with brotherly love
in Christ.

Toogtist Patriarch of the Ro-
menian Orthodox Church.

Warm congratulatioas
from myself and church of
Cyprus on your election as
patirarch of Ethiopia. Best
wishes for personal health
and divine strength in your
high Holy Task.

Archbishop Chrysostomos
of Cyprus.

We received with thanks inv-
itation to attend ceremony
for the Enthronement of the
new Patriarch Sept. 4. Please
conyey to the entire church
our greetings. We will be
with you in spirit. “"We pray
that God will- continue to
bless the Ethiopian Orthod-
ox Church and that the new
Patriarch will find joy as
he serves the Lord who ca-
lled to lead the church. With
kind regards.

Jose B. Chipenda
AACC General Secretary

His Holinees Abune Merko-
ios  Patriarch of the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church,

On the occasion of your
enthronement as the New
Patriarch of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church, Isend you
warm Christian greetings.

! pray to God that He
g.uldcs you with all His bles-
sings as you lead your Chur-
ch through very difficult
times of need and Conflict.
The Evangelical church in
Germany assures you and
all christians in your country
that we remember the plight
of the churches and the peo-
ple in Ethiopia in our prayers,
We want to confirm our
belief that we belong toge-
ther with you in the one body
of Christ in this world. As
members of His body we
are called to sustain each
other in the love of God
which surpasses all unders-
tanding. We trust that we
can deepen our mutual re-
lationships specially in the
years to come in order to
strengthen our common wit-
ness to the Gospel and our
commitment to help all peo-
ple in need and distress.

Yours in the love of Christ Dr,
Martin  Kruse

Chairman of the Council of the
Evangelical Church in Germany.




In accordance to the rule
and regulation the Holy Sy-
nod held its first meeting
in Oct. and the second in
May 1981, E.C. under the
chairmanship . of His Holi-
ness Abuna Merkorios Patri-
arch of Ethiopia.

On the first and the second
meetings the Holy Synod dis-
cussed and decided upon the
present and the future
fulfillment of the spiritual and
social minstiry of the Church.
- A decision has been made
on the synodal meetings of
this year to decentraeize the
diocesan administration of
the church following the new
administrative restructure of
the country. As a result of
this decentralization, the nu-
mber of the dioceses has been
made to rise from 16 to 30.
The new administrative struc-
ture is believed to be more
conducive for providing the
faithful of the Church with
better pastoral case at bisho-
priclevel.

SYNODAL MEETING

those who have been the
cause of bloodshed in the
area for many years to res-
pond positively to the repeat-
ed peace call made to them.
In this spiritual peacecall
made in connection with the
problem in Eritrea andTigrai
regions, the Holy Synod
pointed out that the northern
regions are the fount of the
history of Ethiopia and of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Chu-
rch and urged thata speedy
end be put to the bloodshed
in that part of the country
so that the nation’s unity
and the welfare of its people
are maintained.

The synodal meeting noted
that the history of the north-
ern FEthiopia is replete with
wars but said what makes
today’s situation different is
that what is taking place is
not confronation against
armed foreign agreessors and
the defence of the nation’s
unity and territorial integrity
but fratricidal conflict.

The Holy Synod during its seasion.

Giving great consideration
to the peaceless situation
.which prevails in morthern
Ethiopia, 'the Holy Synod
during the meeting,called on

The Holy Synod recalled
that the church had particip-
ted in the ‘peace process be
dispatching renowned fathe-
rs from its ranks to the co-

ik
nflict areas to help clsar up
misunder standing ens-
ure a united Ethiopia. The
Holy Synod noted further
more that among native Eri-

treans who paid immense

sacrifice in the defence of
the unity of the country un-
der the motto * Ethiopia or
Death” were members of the
clergy and followers of the
Ethiopin Orthodox Church
in the region.

In this connection the Holy
Synod said it will always att-
ach special significance to
their struggle. In additiont I
also urged that the commu
nications media exert vigoro-
us effort in disseminating edu-
cational programmes to se—
nsitize the people against the
killer discase AIDS and call-
ed on the people to follow
such programmes closely.

As member of the world
council of Churches, the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church ful-
ly endorses the resolution
passed bytheformeronAISDS

since en in the disse-

mination of educatiopal pro-

grammes on the issue, the

synodal mecting noted.
MT.T

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS

Beloved sons and daugh-
ters,

Grace of the Almighty
God, the Father, Peace of
Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Unity of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

«For unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given;
and the government shall be
upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called remar-
kable Counsellor, the mighty
God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah
9:6).

Beloved brothers and sis- -

ters, sons and daughters in
~Christ !

Christmas is the most enth-
usiastic holy day observed by
christians all over the world,
It is a manifestation of the
true life into the world. Chris-
tmas is the incarnation of
Jesus which is characterized
by the mystery of redeeming
purpose. To fulfil this pur-
pose, the wonderful child,
Christ, was born in Beth-
lehem.

The coming of Jesus Christ
into this world has revealed
to us the admirable love of
God by which He loved
human kind. As it is clearly
cited in the Gospel of St.
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THE PATRIARCH

John, God sent His only be-
gotten Son to the werld so
that whoever believes in Him
would not perish, but will
have eternal life (Jn.3:16.).

H. H. comveying Christmas Message

Moreover, the Holy Scrip-
tures give their authentic wit-
ness to the world that this
eternal life can be secured
through knowing and beli-
eving in Him (Jn. 17:3.).
The Knowledge of the In-
carnate Son of God, with
all our hearts will enable us
to grow in faith and in tum,
will advance us to eternal
life in communion with God.

Therefore, the purpose of
the incarnation is to deliver
justice, peace , freedom, for-
giveness .and eternal life to
human kind through know-
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ledge and faith in Christ,
the Incarnate Word of God.

This new life is being ma-
nifested in the history of
the Church all over the world.
dence, we should testify this
divine ministry which has
been worked out in us, the
body of Christ.

When we celebrate Chris-
tmas every year, we think
He was born in Bethlehem in
a very humble condition as
St.Paul Said: “For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ that, though he was

*" Irich, yet for your sake he
| became poor, that you thro-

ugh his poverty might be
-ich.” 2.Cor. 8:9).

On the other hand, the
day of Christmas is a day
of manifestation of the glory
of God. On this day, the
name of God was praised by
the heavenly host in words of
new praise. Hence we should
also praise Him for His in-
finite goodness to us, saying
again with the Angels:

“Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace, to
those with whom He is
pleased. .

Wishing you all a blessed
Christmas and joyful occa-
sion, with all my prayers
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Soon after his Enthronement
_as_Patriarch of Ethiopia, His
Holiness Abuna Merkorios
has advanced his plan to
realize His church’s deep inv-
olvement in the ecumenical
movement. As a fulfillment
of this plan, then, His Hol-
iness paid his first visit to
W. Germeny, Geneva, the
holy Land Jerusalem and At-
hens on His way back home.

His visit to Germany and
Geneva had come into effect
at the invitation of the lea-
ders of the Evangelical
Church in Germany. During
his visit to Germany, His
Holiness was welcome by
His Grace Bishop Dr. Martin

PATRIARCHAL VISITS TO
COUNTRIES ABROAD

For the World organization,
Dr, Heinz Peter Chairman
of K N H's Board of Dire-
ctors and by other repre-
sentatives of churches and
church organizations.

The reception was followed
by a fruitful discussion fo-
cused on the ongoing co-
operation and collaboration
of the two churches.

Meanwhile His Eminence
Bishop Dr. Martin Cruse in
his welome address said that
the German Evangelical
church gave great consider-
ation to the visitas His Ho-
liness is a leader of a very
ancient and historical church
in the christian world. He

H.H. held talks with leading bodies of the church in Germany.

Cruse Chairman of the Ge-
rman Evangelical Church Co-
uncil. Mr. Carl Heinz Neu-
kamm President of the Diak-
onisches work of the German
Evangelical church, Dr.may
Representative of the Bread
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highlighted also that the
German Evangelical church
made great cfforts to assist
the EOC in her development
and relief programmes and
pledged to proceed with it
so long as it is required.

In response, his Holiness
made the following speech.

Your Eminence Bishop
Dr. Martin Kruse

Chairman of the Federation "

of the Protestant Churches
in Germany, Dear Christian
brothers and sisters in Ger-
many:

In the name of the Risen
Christ our Lord, I warmly
and sincerely greet you
with fraternal greetings and
express my deep gratitude
for your brotherly welcome.

It is my great pleasure and
honour to be able to present
myself among Christian bro-
thers and sisters in Germany
and to pay this fraternal
visit at your acceptable in-
vitation for which I am very
thankful.

The will of God to unite
all things in heaven and
on earth has been fulfilled
since the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ to the Wo-
rld Jn. 17:20: Eph.1:10. Co-
nsequently, Christianity cou-
Id familiarize the peoples
who are in diaspora all over
the world and creat such
a living ecumenical broth-
erhood among christians of
different  traditions and
races. i
We fully understand, ther-
cfore, that how the German
Christians and the people
in general, concern themsel-
ves to know the life of the
people and the church of
Ethiopia, and how they give
respect to them as brothers.
and sisters. .- -

There are many evidences
to prove the truth of this sa-
ying. To highlight some of
these evidences: It was by
the German Scholars that
the Ethiopian studies could
be first founded in Europe
as it is historically proved.

In the past, Job Ludolf
and August Dillmann, and
in our present time profe-
ssor Hayer and the like co-
uld .be mentioned in the
first place for this studies.

All thase scholastic studies
could help to introduce
Ethiopia and the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church notonly
to the people of Germany
but also to the rest of Euro-
pian World as well.

In addition, as a fruit of
the new ecumenical brother-
hood which has been attai-
ned through being one family
to the one heavenly Father
in one faith and hope (Eph.
4:4-7) the christian populati-
on of this land has done
and is doing its best to
share the burden of the
"Ethiopian Christians and the
people in general in all time
of hardship and needs.

In times past, when a
certain part of ourland was
striken by heavy drought,
the needs of many drought
victims could be met by
the people and the Govern-
ment of Germany as they
are among those who resp-
onded to the appeal made
by the Church and the Gov-
ernment  of Ethiopia for
immediate aid.

Today in Ethiopia thou- .-~
sands of needy children have

been taken care, and varing
development programmes are
being implemented by the
help of this people and the
Government for which we
are very thankful.

The other important th-
ing to be mentioned here
is the invitation which
is repeatedly exterded by
your church to the head of
the Ethiopian Orthcdox Ch-
urch for friendly visits in
Germany.

Furthermore, it must te
recalled with thankson this
occasion, that we have been
able to open our own church
in Germany for our Church's
faithful who live in the co-
untry by the help and co-
operation of the German
Evangelical Church.

All these kind historical
events could make us all to
recognize your goodness to
our people and the Chruch,
to love the people and the
Church in Germany and to
ad nire your christian work
of service. Our admiration
for your church’s practical
efforts which are being made
for the unity of Churches,
is also great.

Finally [ would like to exp-
ress on behalf of the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church and
myself, my sincere apreci-
ation of your unreserved ma-
terial and financial assistance
provided for our church un-
til now in various aspects,
and my great expectation
of its continuity so faras it
is required.

“Peace be to the brethren
and love with faith from Ged

OO T 4

the Father—and the Lord
Jesus Christ, Grace be with
all who love our Lord Je:us
Christ with love undying Eph.
6:23 May God Bless the
people of this country.

during his visit to Bread
of the World,s office made
the following speech. Your
Excellency, the President,
Staff Members of Bread For
the World Organization.

We express our thanks
to our Lord that it was
His will that we should
visit this Christian human-
itarian Organization during
our visit in West Germany.

We want to express our
heartfelt thanks on behalf
of our Church for the arran-
gement made to visit the
Head Office of Bread for the
World Organization and for
the warm welcome given to us.

Although Germany and
Ethiopia are geographically
located far apart, close rela-
tions have developed bet-
ween them during the recent
phase of their history. It
is possible to cite the names
of many German Scholars
who since the last two cen-
turies developed an in-
terest in the ancient past
and religious history of Eth-
iopia that they devoted their
whole life time for researches
in this field. We are proud
and happy to find ourselves
among a people which know
Ethiopia from the standpoint
of its religious history too.

When we talk of Ethiopia
we have in mind of the Eth-
iopia which the prophet
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David around 100 B.C. said
*Ethiopia shall stretch out

her hands into God™ Psalms|

67 (68) :31. This establishes - ixg -

the bond of her people’s rela-
tionship with the Lord. This
bond exists and will cont-
inue to exist in future.

Ethiopia las a long hit-
ory in invoking the Lord

by name, in obedience to.

the laws of God, and in
orming his worship.

Many of the old civiliza-
tions around the world flou-
rished around river valleys.
Our Ethiopian civilization
was however not “Water bas-
ed”. It arose from our faith
in the Lord as “The Fear of
God is the beginning of wis-
dom.” Psalms 110:10, pro-
verbs 1:7.

The relations among chris-
tians around the world, were
hampered by distances be-
tween countries by differe-
nces of language, culture and
other reasons. The close re-
lations which the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church had with
the world of Christendom
since the very start up to
the 7th century was liter
disrupted due to various re-
reasons. Ethiopia had to sur-
vive on its own as an Island
of christianity in that region.

When the World Council
of Churches was established
forty one years ago, Our
Church as a supporter of
its aims and ideals became
a founding member of this
organization. Our chursh was
thus able to strengthen and
develop its contacts with the
German Churches through
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H.H. Addressing the Staff of H’C_C in Geneva

the forum provided by the
Council.

In the past few years when
millions of compatriots in
Ethiopia faced serious dif-
ficulties due to the repeated
failure of the rains, Our
Church mounted a relief, re-
habilitation and development
progra.nmes in support of the
drought-affected people. We
have in this connection re-
ceived wide ranging support
and assistance from Bread
for the World Christian Or-
ganization and the Germ -
any Government. On this
occassion we want to extend
our sincere thanks to Bread
for the World and the Ger-
man Government for the as-
sistance given to us.

We have plans to continue
on an expanded scale our
relief, rehabilitation and de-
velopment programmes al -
ready underway. We feel that
we have gathered sufficient
experience from our previ-
ous work. we realize that
the countrywide organiza -
tional structure of our
Church will facilitate our
|planned work. We hope
that as you have been with
us in our past endeavours
you will still remain on our
side in the future too.
May the Lord render “peace
to the World.

May He also bless your work. .

Durirg his stay in Germany)
his Holiness AbunaMerkorios
Patriarch of Ethiopia visited
various churches, Church Or-
ganizations and the like. On
the other hand, His Holiness
has paid a pastoral visit to
the Ethiopian Orthodox Ch-
urch in KoLN ~ where He
was welcomed bty Rev. Dr.
Merawi Tebeje Archpriest of
St. Michael Church and by
the Ethiopian Faithful in Ge-
rmany. The Pastoral Visit
was brought into_its climax
with celcbration of liturgical
service and Patriarchal bles-
sing. At the erd of His
visit to Germany, a time had
come for His Holiness, the
4th Patriarch of Ethiopia to
pay a historical visit to the
Head Quarter of the World
Council of churches in Ge-
neva. The Ethiopian Ortho-
dox church is a founding
member of the WCC. So
as a Patriarch of this mem-
ber church, His Holiness was
received with brotherly we-
Icome by Dr. Emilio Castro
General Secretary of the
WCC and by the staff.

during this Visit His Ho-
liness, made the following

- “speech.

“C_xlory ‘to the Lord in the
Heaven who has guided us
until this hour.

Dr. Emilio Castro, Gene-
ral of the World
Council of Churches, 'Stafl
Members of the Office of
the World Council of Chur-
ches, brothers and sisters
in Christ,

We praise the Lord who
has enabled us to mect on
this occasion by smgmg“Gl-
ory to God in the highest
heaven, and on carth

for men on whom
his favour rests” (Luke 2:
14).

)We want to cxpress our
heartfelt thanks on behialf
of our Church for the ar-
rangement made to visit the
Head office of the World Co-
uncil of Churches and for
the warm welcome given to

us.
Your Excellency, Dr. Em-
ilio Castro, -

. The main objective of our
present visit is to look and
observe at close quarteis into
the multifold activities of the
World Council of Churches
and to get a better under-
standing of the system and
work style of the Organiza-
tion.

We all know that the Eth-
jopian Orthodox Church is
a founding member of the
World Council of Churches.

The Holy Bible testifies
(Psalms 67 (68):31) that Eth-
jopia is a “Land of  God,
which has been knowr. be-
fore and after the birth of
Christ for invoking the Lord
by name for obedience to
the laws of God and for
performing his worship.

Following the introduction
of Christianity into Ethiopia
in the first century during

the era of the Apostles(Acts
8: 26-40), the Church was
organized at bishopric level
and started to perform the
Holy Sacraments from the
4th ‘century onwards.
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all members and sectors of
‘the society. .
. As-the scope of these sers’
vices was extensive and ‘deep
and as other aspects of the
history of Qur Church were

J

H. H. with the Mayor of the Clty of Bethlehern and the other Church
Officials.

‘The period from the 4th
to the 7th century was onc
of the golden ages In the
history of our church. Up
to the 7th century, our Chu-
rch maintained close rela-
tions with the rest of the
world of Christendom. For
diverse reasons, this close
relationship was disrupted
in the course of time. How-
ever, the World Council of

~ Churches was established ar-
ound the middle of the 20th
century and this interna -
tional organization provided
a suitable forum for promo-
ting good relations among
Christians on a world scale’

Since the A4th century
when Our Church became
organized at Lishopric lcv_:],
it has provided without dis-
tinction various services to

mseparably linked with the
history of Ethiopia, we of-
ten assert with legitimacy
that ihe history of the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church is
the history of Ethiopia.
In the:past years due to
the repeated failure of the
rains in Ethiopia and in oth-
er countrics of our cont-
inent many millions of com-
patriats faced serious dif-
ficulties. Qur Church in co-
operation with the World
“ouncil of churches gave re-
lief assistance to and under-
took rehabilitation. and de-
velopment programmes in
support of the drought
affected people. Our Church
has also carried out *different
development programmes in
other directions with the help
of the World Council of Chur- *
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ches. On this occassion, on
behalf of our Church and
the ‘Holy Synod, we want to
extend our profound thanks
to the World Council of
Churches 'for the various as-
sistance .and support given
to us.

Starting from the 1985
drought, . the support given
to the Ethiopian people dur-
ing their difficulties by chris-
tian brothers and sisters arou-
nd the world will always be
remembered in the annals
of Ethiopia’s history.

- Our Church follows with
keen admiration the strug-
gle of the World Council
of Churches at the interna-
tional level for peace, jus-
tice, freedom and equality.
We would like to state in
this regard that Our Church
is also making its own con-
_ tribution on this front at
the continental and interna-
tional level.

Your Excellency, Dr. Em-
ilio Castro,

We have been able to
attain good results on the
various  programmes  of
Our Church sponsored by
the World Council of Chu-
rches. We believe that the
relief, rehabilitation and de-
velopment programmes al -
ready launched will have to
be sustained. We realize that
our activities in support of
the community will have to
be expanded more than be-
fore. .

We are confident of pro-
viding better services to the
community based on the ex-
perience gathered from the
programmes we have alr¢ady
carried out. The countrywide
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organizational structure of
Our Church and the con-
tinued progress shown in our
internal communication Sys-
tem will undoubtedly facil-
itates our planned opera-
tions. :

Based on the foregoing
assessments, we¢ can con-
fidently assure you of show-
ing still better results if wider
support is given to us from
the international christian
family through the World
Council of Churches.

To support’'and.to be sup-
ported, to serve and to be
served,is possible when there
is peace in the World. We
therefore pray to the Lord
that He may render His peace
to the World.

May the Lord bless your
work.

On this occasion a frui-
tful discussion was made in
relation to the growing ecu-
menical movement and chu-
rches’ cooperation as well.

Next to Geneva His Ho-
liness the Patriarch visited
the Holy Land Jerusalem
and was welcome by church
leaders in Jerusalem.

Apart from His visit to '

the Holy Places, His Holiness
met there with the President
of the country Haim Herzog,
the prime Minister ltzhak
Shamir and Minister of ‘Re-
ligious AfTairs Zevulum Ham-
mer and discussed upon the
matter of Deir Sultan Mon-
astery. '

When he met - withthe

President, His Holiness made

the following speech.”

Your Excellency Mr f’aim
Herzog Presdent of/‘the
State of Israel

Your Excellncy,

I wish to expressmy
heartfelt gratitude for the

. warm welcome we enjoyed

on our arrival in Jerusalem.

May I take this opportun-
ity to express our love for
Jerusalem, the Holy Land
and wish you and the people
of Isracl peace and pros-

rity.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church continues to pray
for peace in the Middle East
ingeneral and Jerusalem, the
Holy Land in particular.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church, being one of the
most ancient churches, has
monks and nuns praying in
the monasterics here in Jerus-
alem. In this respeet, history
witnesses that Ethiopians
were the only one among
black Africa to be able to
share the benefits of mod-
ernization created by the
people of Isracl through
the Old Testament.

Your Excellency

Before relating to the his-
torical ties between the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church and
Jerusalem, may I avail my-
self of this occasion to point
out the fact that the build-
ings in Der ¢l Sultan, aged
as they are now, not fit for
dwelling, considering  the
standards of the 20th cen-
tury and the advancement
of the Israeli Society. Un-
less it is an oversight, 1 be-
lieve the problem would not
have been ignored by the

Israeli Government which st-
rongly supports freedom,
justice and respect for human
rights.
Although the present situa-
tion in “Der el Suitan” is
difficult, historical facts at-
test that the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church has a long
lasting religious relationship
and contact with the Holy
Land. In fact, Jerusalem is
a religious center where
many christian churches from
all over the world are repre-
sented with branch churhes
and monasteries. As your ¢x-
cellency may well know, the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
has historical,holy places and
monasteries here in Jerusa'em.
Our Ethiopian forefathers
who faced various hardships
and even sacrificed their lives
for the continuity of the rela-
_tionship and the legitimate
rights.of the Holy places.

In those days they used to
travel on foot withstanding
the challenges of the desert
and spending months to be
in the Holy Land. This is a
concrete testimony of our
love for the Holy Land and

respect for our relationship. -

Our possessions of religious
historical places,has undoute-
dly enriched and strengthened
our relationship.

Your Excellency:

I believe that you are also
aware of the fact that our
church has ‘an association
known as* Ethiopian Ortho-
dox Believers Memorial Asso-
ciation For Jerusalem™ whose
membrs travel annually From
Ethopia to the Holy Land
in larg groups to worship
the Lord during Easterntide.

oA

It is my conviction that the
relationship and the legiti-
mate possesion of our mon-
asteries have been kept in-
tact because of the continued
support of the Minstryof Re-
ligious Affairs and the Is-
racli Government as a whole.
As a consequence of this sup-
port our archbishop in Jeru-
salem and the community
of monks and nuns have
benefited very much.
Specially we will never for-
get your sincere support in
the prolonged dispute bet-
ween the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox church and the Coptic
Orthdox Church over the
Holy Sepulcher - Der el
Sultan. This fair coopera-
tion reflects the fact that
“Der el Sultan” monastery
is a legitimate historical holy
place of the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church. We are con-
fident that your genuine sup-
port of this truth will remain
with us. I would like there-
fore, to extend my profound
thanks and appreciation for
the valuable cooperation gi-
ven to us in ascertaining the
perpetuity of our monasteries
in the Holy Land.

H.H. with the Israeli Prime Minister, Itzhatk Shamir.

Finally T would like to
request solemnly Your Ex-
cellency and the Govern -
ment of Israel, to continue
supporting our monasteries,
and create a conducive situa-
tion for solving the problem
I have brought to yourat-
tention. .

Wishing Your Excellency
a healthy and long life, peace
and prosperity to the people
of Isracl. we remain with
honour to your country in
the persuit of freedom, jus-
tice, human rights and peace.
May the Almighty God
The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob Bless You All.

In response, the Israeli
officials expressed their hope
that a suitable solutiion would
be found which would satisfy
all sides involved since there
is a dispute between Coptic
and Ethiopian Orthodox
Churches over the control
of Deir Sultan Monastery.

During His stay in Jeru-
salem His Holiness comf-
orted members of the Ethi-
pian Monastery in Jerusalem
with His Patriarchal beles-
sing and His presence among
them. L
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H. H. during his vlisits to Charch School in Athens.

The Head of the EOC's
monastery this time is His
Beatitude Archbishop Abuna
Athanatios. )

Before leaving for Athens,

His Holiness thePatriarch
held talks with Church le-
aders in Jerusalem. On His
way back home the Patriarch
paid a few days visit to

Athens where He was warmly
welcome by the Holy Syned
of the Greek Orthodox
Church.

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

Since the title of the head
of the Ethiopiarn Orthodox
Church was raised from Me.
tropolitan to Patriarch in
1959, the governing body of
the church is the Holy Epis-
copal Synod, composed of
the Patriarch as its chair-
man.

DIOCESES

Addis Ababa diocese Addis Ababa
Northern Shoa " Debre Birhan
Southern ™ ? Ziway
Eastern i e Nazareth
Western " x Ghion
Eastern Gojjam " Dcbre Markos
Western "' i Bahir Dar
Metakel L Pawi
Northern Gonder Gonder
Southern " " Daber Tabore
Tigray o Mekelie
Eritrea L Asmara
Sourthern Wollo " Dessie
Northern " " Woldeya
Eastern Harargie " Harar
Western o 2 Asbe Teferi
Dredawa " Dredawa
Godie " Godie
Arssi s Assela
Bale o Gobba
Sidamo H Awassa
Negelic Borena ” Negelie

y Kefa i Mizan Teferi
Illubabour 1% Jima
Gambela * Gambela
Northera Omo " Arba Mioch
Southern Jinka
Wollega g Lekemt
Assossa Assossa
Asseb Asseb

]

OF EOC TODAY

Today, the Ethiopian Or-
thodox church has 34 dioceses
including Jerusalem, Western
Hemisphere,sudan,Kenyaand
Djibouti, each headed by an
Archbishop.

This time, the church is
fully engaged in consolida-
tion ard in both internal
and external missionary ac-

tivities. As a result, the Holy
Synod has felt called. to open
new dioceses here and abr-
oad and increase the num-
ber of the dioceses and the
diocesan Archtisheps of the
church.

The following figure shows
the total number of the dio-
ceses and the diocesan Archb-
ishops of the church today,




EOC'S OVERSEAS DIOCESES 7

EOC’s Diocese in the Holy Land Jerusalem,
EOC's Diocese in the Sudan, )
EOCs " in the Western Hcmlsphe[e,“

EOC’s Diocese in Djibouti, *
EOC’s Diocese in Kenya.
DIOCESAN ARCHBISHOPS

H.B. Abuna Mekarios Archbishop of Western Gojjam and Metekel

= " Gorgorios » "  Shoa

. *  Nathanael " Arssi .

s+ »  Berthelomios ™ " Sidomo and Negelic Borena

” 1 Elisa " *  Southern Gonder .
»» " Samuel ™ " Eastern Harargic and Godic
» " Yesahaq » '  EOCin the Western Hemisphere
»» w  MerhaKristos " "  DredawaandSouthern Harargic
» *  Basilios » "  Eastern Gojjam

e " Peteros " "  Southern Wollo

¥ " Zckarias " " Nand S Omo

» »  Salama ™ "  Bale

” *  Timothios * ”  Dlubabour & Gambela

» »  Elias » " Dijibouti & Kenya

=+ "  Garima ™ ”  in the Sudan

»» " Ephrame ™ "™ Northern Shoa

»» " Mathias » " Kafa .

i Athapathios " " EOC Monastery in Jerusalem
» " Dioskoros v \EV._tShoa

o ” icodimos A ritrea

o i Elec:gl%s " ™ Northern Wollo

»» " Kawstos ™ " Tigray’

*»» " Thomas " " Wellega

» ©  Yaccob ' " Northern Gonder

H.B. Archbishop Zena
Markos-Assistant to the Pat-
riarch. ’

H.B. Archbishop Gabricl
Head of EOC’s Tinsae Publi-
shing House.

The administration of the
church is.based on a system

of centralization with the
Head quarter in Addis Ababa

In addition there arc other
key members of the Holy
Synod Working at the Pat-
riarchte as leading bodics
in the administration, nam-
cly:

H.B. Archbishop Abraham
Head of Mission and Evan-

gel.im Dept,
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though this centralized church
administration is made to be
decentralized now. The Head
Quarter is known as the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
Administration Head Of-
fice.

The Central Administra-
tive Head Office has sixteen
main departments headed by
a general secretary. The pre-

sent general Secretary of the
Head office is L.M. Demtse
G. Medhin.

It is through this central
administration that decision
of the Holy Synod is being
brought into effect.

Further more, the Holy
Synod has adopted a new
regulation to organize the
faithful of the church in

parish administrative coun-
“cils at local and national
level in order to promote
the fulfillment of social and
spiritual ministry of the
church today. And this new
effort, made by the church
is producing the required re-
sults in the life of the church,

M.T. Teshoma Z.

SOME ASPECTS OF THE REVISED PARISH COUNCIL

1. The First Parish Council
Regulation /

It is now more than ten
years since the revised Parish
Council Regulation of our
Church came into force. This
Parish Council Regulation is
intended to enhance the mis-

.gion of the Church and to

enlarge the scope of its activ-
The Parish Council Re-
gulation establishes the basis
of the relationship of clergy
and laity and delineates their
respective areas of respon-
sibilities.

The first Parish Council
regulation was issued by the
Head, Office of the Patriar-
chate in 1973.

In 1974 a process of change
started in Ethiopia which pro-
foundly affected the ccono-
micand administrative
foundations of our Church.
It became all the more urgent
to design a mechanism to
meet the ' conditions of the
new situgtion. It was realiz-
ed- ‘that one of the main
obstacles which up to now
weré hindering the develop-

REGULATION OF 1978

ment of our Church was the
inability to involve adequate-
ly the laity in the life and
activity of the Church. Furthe-
rmore, the administra-
tion and control of the
property and finance of the
Church including the con-
tributions made by the laity
on a voluntary and individual
basis was defective in many
respects.

2. The Revised Parish Co-
uncil Regulation of 1978

The revised Parish Co-
uncil Regulation came out
in 1978 and although it was
conceptually related to the
first Parish Council regula-
tion, it was radically different
from it in several arcas of
content.

The 1978 revised Parish
Council Regulation heralded
the epoch of renewal of the
administration of our Church
as it introduced a new and
suitable administrative set
up within the traditional
ccclesiastical structure of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

The 1978 Revised Parish
Council Regulation establi-
shed Parish Administrative
Councils at the following
levels,

1) Parish Church Admi

" nistrative Council

2) Woreda Parish Admin-

istrative  Council

3) Awraja Parish Admin-

istrative  Council

4) Diocesan Parish Ad-

ministrative Council

5) Patriarchate  Parish

Administrative Council.

It is apparent that this
hierarchical structure runs
parallel with the administra-
tive hierarchy of the state
administration. This was
done deliberately as it was
found convenient in seeking
support and collaboration
with the different state in-
stitutions. In 1989 Ethiopia
had been subjected tos
new administrative redivi -
sion. In this redivision the
Woreda unit has been abol-
ished. The implication of this
administrative redivision in
the Parish Council structure
is currently under study.
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The various activities of
the Parish Councils include to:
1. preach the gospel and
proclaim the kingdom of

the Lord.
2. establish and streng-
then religious schools

3. provide spiritual
services to the laity

4. establish Sun day schools

5. strengthen material
resources of the church
and to guarantee its
proper administration.

2.1. Executive Committee of
Parish Council

The Parish administrative
bodies at different levels meet
regularly to elect the mem-
bers of the leading organs
of the Parish Councils and
to give directives related to
the spiritual and social duties
of the Parish Councils.

The executive committee
members of the Parish Co-
uncils at various levels or-
ganize, lead and coordinate
the different activitics of the
Parish Councils. This was
possible thanks to the clause
in chapter 3 Article 9 sec-
tion 1, subsection (a) and
(b) in the Pparish Council
Regulation which stipulates
that the laity mybave pos-

sibilities to participatc_1n the
life and activity of theChurch.

Thus in the Parish Agimin-

The administrative body .

is eclected .for threc years
and in extraordinary cases
where weaknesses are detect-
ed the general Assembly can
be convened to conduct are-
election tochange the entire
leadership or a member of
the executive committee. The
Parish administrative council
in certain instances resembles
the group of the seven (Step-
hanos, Philip and the rest
(Acts 6:2-6).

As the future of our
Church depends on the
close collaboration of the
clergy and laity, it is im-
perative that this bond should
be closcly maintained and
the laity should be stimulat-
ed to undertake works which
would contribute to the de-
velopment of their Church
and the parish community.

THE PARISH COUNCIL
ACTIVITIES 1988

In 1988, the Parish Cou
ncilD epartment started to
jmplement its Five Year
Plan (1988-1992). The main
thrust of the Five Year
Plan is the establishment
of new Parish Councils, con=
solidation of already esta-
blished councils and activ-
ating of the parish commu-
pities in social and develop-
ment fields. The major ach-
jevements arc given below

in summary.

1. STRENGTHENING OF
PARISH COUNCHLS -

Following the recomme-
ndations of the exccutive
committec of the 6th EOC
National Church Assembly
seminars were held at Wore-
da level to strengthen parish

councils.

Regular campaigns have
been held on Sundays and
other Holidays during the
year among both clergy and
laity in the different Cathedr-
als and Churches in the
Addis Ababa diocese about
the objectives and tasks of
Parish Councils. These cam-
paigns have helped to clarify
and solve a number of pro-
blems which arose in the org-
anization of Parish Councils
in the Addis Ababa diocese.

2. MISSIONARY
JOURNEYS

Since five years a scries
of missions composed of pa:
triarchal messengers, dioce-
san archbishops and staff
have been carried out succ-
essively. These missions wh-
ich lasted for over onc mon-
th and covered all the dioc-
cses have always been an-
nual peak events in the Pa-
rish Council conscientizing
and organizing campaigns
during the ninth missionary
journey seminars were held
in 67 centres.

R L Ethiopia to participate more
A . dosely and effectively in
) the different facts of the
K% life and activity of their

3. PARISH COUNCIL RE-
GULATION FOR DIOES- [t
ES OUTSIDE OF Iy

ETHIOPIA

A Parish Council regula- i}
tion for the dioceses outside i}
of Ethiopia has been prepar-
ed, based on the revised Par-
ish Council Regulation of
1978. It has already been
put into force in a few of §T33K
the diocescs. This regulation e
is expected to stimulate the
Parish communitics in the
different dioceses outside of |!

NATIONAL CHUECH
ASSEMBLY
The Seventh EOC Nati-
onal Church Assembly was
between October 17-
27, 1988 at the Head Office
of the Patriarchate.

.

H. H. Abuna Markorios, Patriareh, leading the annual National  Parish Cowncll
Assembly ar @ Chalrman.




In this Assembly, archbisho-
ps, administrators of dioce-
ses, Department Heads of
the Patriarchate lay and yo-
uth representatives were pre-
sent as full members of the
Assembly.

At the end of the ass-
embly a series of recomm-
endations was passed on co-
ncerning:

- Evangelical works

- Traditional Church Ed-

ucation

- Sunday Schools

- Publication and Distrib-
ution of Religious Literature

- Preservation of Ecclesia-

stical relics.

- Welfare Activities

During the7th EOC Na-
tional Church Assembly an
exhibition of handicrafts and
agricultural products of the
dioceses was shown. The
exhibition was open during
the duration of the assem-
bly and was visited by many

people.
5. CONCLUSION

By the end of 1988, Pa-
rish Councils have been org-
anized in 13,689 Parish Chu-
rches. The number of reg-
istered parishioners is 15,392,
149. This is about 50% of
the estimated 30 million foll-
owers of the Ethiopian Ort-

hodox Church. There are
also at present 5 unday
Schools distribut éii:nong
the individual Parish Chur-
ches in the different dioceses.
The reluctance and at ti-
mes open hostility  which
was manifested by some
clergymen during. the early
phase of the Parish Coun-
cil Programme is now mar-
kedly decreasing. Many Pa-
rish communities have now
been mobilized in developm-
ent works and the income
from these development wo-
rks holds a good prospect
for the self-reliance of many
churches and Cathedrals.
Parish Council Department

THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH - DEVELOPMENT AND
INTER-CHURCH AID DEPARTMENT’S INVOLVEMENT IN
RELIEF, REHABILITATION AND DEVELOPMENT.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church has been concerned
about economic life for ages,
as this directly affects the
daily life of her people.When
EOC intended to be in-
vollved in social affairs, there
was a need of a structure
which could facilitate work-
ing situation. So, EOC set
up a systematized structure
that could enable her act
in different sectors of na-
tional eccnomy. Thus, DI -
CAD was established un-
der the auspices of the EOC
and had exerted much effort
to bring progress in diffe-
rent aspects of development
within the country.

Develop ment as per
DICAD's concept is connect-
ed with encouraging and en-
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abling the people and the
clergy to be self-rcliant. On
top of this, DICAD helps
the people, to identify the
means through which they
could live a better Life. EOC
DICAD has purposes which
are related with the necess-
ities of life of the people.
In order to attain these ob-
jectives, DICAD designed the
ways that make the work ess-
jer. Both the objectivesand
programmes of DICAD have
brought a favourable situa-
tion instabilizing the ma -
terial basis of community.

The most important tasks
in DICAD’s programme are
implementation of relief, re-
habilitation and development
in certain areas of the cou-

ntry.

The Ethiopion Orthodox
Church being one of the lead-
ing historical churches in the
world, she has a great num-
ber of followers and clergy.
The clergymen that number
about 250,000 are spread
throughout the country and
are rendering spiritual ser-
vices and working with the
people to fulifil their phy-
sical needs. A century ago,
education for clergy had been
restricted to traditional and
spiritual studies only. Now-
a days, after EOC—DICAD

*

has made an agreernent with |

the ecumenical partners, the
clergy are being introduced
to be of high significance
to the clergy for it brought
an improvement in church
administration, bésides stren-

gthening the participation of
the church in the nation’s
development ~ programmes
and in the improvement of
the life of the clergy.

The clergy Training Cen-
ters established, have helped

to promote the basic needs

of the church, the develop-
ment of human resources and
the spiritual knowledge of
the clergy. Itis to be recalled
that EOC — DICAD is runn-
ing 6 clergy training centers.
In these centers around
600 clergymen are assigned
for training every year. ‘A
7th CTC, is established
in Addis Ababa this year
and 43 trainees from the par-
ish churches in Addis Ababa
were the first batch. The 6
ctes with the exception of
Mekele ctc are operating
regularly currently.

PARISH COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

This is one of the principal
programmes of EOC that
was launched by DICAD

with the generous fund of
christian brothers and sis-
ters and donor agencies.

The PCD projects  were
initiated for upgrading the
life standard of the comm-
unity as well as supporting
the development of the par-
ish churches and the clergy-
men. The projects that are
implemented in different dio-
ceses help the local comm-
unity by alleviating their pro-
blems, thus enabling the
churches, menasteries and
the community to be self-
reliant.

Handicraft centers of Parish Council. -

x

In fact, so far, there.are

few set-backs encountred
and solutions being at hand
EOC is successful upto
now and her progress in
development is anticipated
to proceed at a more satis-
factory rate in the future.
In the 2nd half of 1988, the
execution of the approved
projects and the followup
of the on-going projects
was going on side by side
and the outcome, is found
to be encouraging and pro-
mising with many of the
projects. These projects are
‘designed, in such a way that
the livelihood of the com-
munities, where these projects
are implemented, is improved.

Mostof the projects effe-
ctuated were related with
agriculture, cottage industry
etc. EOC/DICAD had released
a total sum of birr 343, 404.
93 in the 2nd half of 1988
for the implementation of
various parish community
development projects. More-
over, within the first half
of 1989, birr 140, 429.67
is released for agricultural,
handicraft, dairy, cattle fat-
tening, bakery projects, be-
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gides allocating the 10 flour
mills that have recently
reached DICAD to different
dioceses for installation in
accordance to the previously
. made plam

In line with this PCD pro-
jects, EOC/DICAD also runs
bilateral projects in collabora-
tion with domestic and ex-
ternal donors in addition to
the round table funded pro-
jects. Among the many bil-
ateral projects, fishery that
is going on in Lake Tana is
the most prominent project.
It:is known that Ethiopia
has on abundant marine and
inland fishery, though unfor-
funately this potential was not
exploited properly and widely
due to our lack of nutritional
knowledge.

EOC—DICAD embarked
on fishery project at Lake
Tana in collaboration with
MOA in 1986 with the fund
gained from JCCO and URK
Holland. Though there was
scarcity of information on
the characteristics of the lake,
there were fishermen and
monks from the monasteries
in the islands that used to
fish using papyrus boats and
nets made of nylon thread.
The fishery project was laun-
ched with the objectives of
assessing the fish potential
and profile of the lake and
training fishermen with im-
proved fishing methods,there-
by = improving  their life
and nutritional situation
as well as the local com-
munity. Thus, on the basis
of the objectives. 26 people

from. the monasteries and

fishery = cooperative - have
32.’.

been trained and provided '

with fishing materials after
completion of traintug to im-
plement the knowledge and
skill acquired immediately.
A net-making workshop be-
ing constructed, 12 nuns and
girls were traincg in net man-
ufacturing and et repairing
such that a total of 462 nets
were manufactured. Under
this project, 197, 936 Kgs.
of fish was harvested and
supplied to the community
in the vicinity. The fishery
prcgramme is expanding and
3 people are sent for further
iraining in April to Holland.

Afforestation Programme

It is an apparent fact that
the impact of drought in
Ethiopia was aggravated due
to the intensive deforesta-
tion which had taken place
over the last 4 decades.

It is however urgent that
this trend in environmental
degradation should be re-
versed. Having had the trad-
ition of keeping trees around
church yards and cemeteries,
EOC — DICAD has em-

b?rked on a wide “scheme
of afforestation ﬂ? 1986.
This programme hv‘ui‘g

" upto the expectation in putt-

ing into effect the plantation
of over 6 million seedlings
in the rainy season of 1988
that were produced in DI-
CAD's 21 nurseries thatare
spread throughout the co-
untry. In 1988 around 1433.3
hectares of denuded land was
planted with different tree
species and the number of
nurseries increased in 1989
to 27, though 25 of them
only are currently opera -
tional.

The afforestation program-
me, in 1989 is very nlngch
encouraging and promising
for the seedlings of various
tree species produced in the
25 nurse nurseries aré over
8 million. The plantation is

to be accomplished within the -

month of July and is expected
to be as effective as that of
last year with a higher per-
centage of rate.
Food for work programme,
The food for work pro-
gramme is designed to mit-

gate the communication pro-
blems with the construction
of feeder roads and bridges,
developing springs and con-
structing ponds and water
wells, contouring, prepara-
tion of irrigation systems,soil
conservation, etc. brain and
other food commodities
being distributed to the be-
neficiaries as a cost of their
labour about 5 food for
work programmes mainly of
feeder road coustruction are
going on currently. These
zicin Gondar-Debre-Tabore
to Mahdere Mariam in We-
llo-Ajibar to Tedbabe-Mar-
jam. In Illubabor - Masha
to Nono and Sele, in Arssi -
Bilalo-Kersa to Zeway and
in Harrerghe - Harrar to
Aboker.

Family and Community De-
velopment  Projects.

The family and community
development projects whose
fund is channelled to DICAD
From WV — Ethiopia focus
on the well-being of chil-

.\- -
Beneficiaries in Relief Centers.

d;e_n. families and commu-
nities by providing nutr-
itive food, clothing, school
fee, school materials and me-
dical care.

_ The numbers of direct and
indirect beneficiaries of this
programme, are more than
40,000 out of which6693
were children. This pro-
gramme at the moment com-
prises 20 projects and 3 sced
projects and as a response to
the training given to some of

the beneficiaries, agricult -
ural, handicraft and other
skills are acquired and are
being put into action. Ar-
ound 500,000 birr was ex-
pended for running these pro-
Jects in the 2nd half of 1988.
Similary, in the first half
of 1989 around birr 364,000
was spent for the operation
of the projects. Thus, FD —
CD projects have had a con-
siderable contribution for the
improvement of the life of
families and communities ,
which has already become
popular in certain areas.

These projects are widely
operating in Shoa, Gojjam,
Gondar and Arssi dioceses
currantly.

Reliel Activity

Ethiopia has recorded per-
iods of drought and famine
that goes back for centuries.
Drought has posed the most
serious threat to stable agri-
cultural production on a
vast majority of the popula-
tion.

Though the weather of
1987 seemed promising, at
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last manifested itself with
severe shortage of rain and
locust infestation bringing a
drastic change on the yicld
of the anticipated produc-
tion in the country. There-
fore, EOCD—ICAD was
widely involved in relief
food distribution in certain
drought affected areas of the
country. There were 16 relief
food distribution centres
operating under DICAD and
in these, centers around 320,
000 beneficiaries on the ave-
rage were assisted for about
10 months. -

The food commodities
were channelled to DICAD
from the JHP - joint relief
partnership and the running
cost of the relief centers was
funded by WCC. EOC -
DICAD has also distributed
used clothes, blankets, soap,
tents etc.in a considerable
number of sites for the total
mitigation of the life of the
benefiaciries. In relation with
relief activities, health service
has also been going on and
medical services, distribu-
tion of drugs and nutritional
monitoring was done in the
relief centers. As a result,
a total of 1783 children were
vaccinated for measels and
tuberclosis in cooperation
with Deder hospital in Har-
rarghe, in Kundi Wello. 3608
patients were treated by a
medical team of DICAD
basic drugs and first aid
materials with an estimated
cost of birr 85, 302. 27 were
distributed to all relief centers
and other sectors on request.
Morcover, 25 traditional birth
attendants from 15 dioc-
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eses were made to participate
a refresher seminar for a week.
Relief actvity in 1989 has
been restricited to the dis-
placed people in Eritrea. Ar-
ound 30,000 displaced peo-
ple, 25,000 in Keren and
5,000 in Asmara are getting
dry ration of grain, oil and
milk starting from February
1989.The relicf food distribu-
tion isoperating smoothly and
there is a hope that 5,000
additional displaced people,
would get their take-home
ration from Asmara
relief center. There
are about 14 employees in
the relief centers that are
operating in Eritrea at this
time. It is to be recalled
that actual relief food dis-
tribution in the country has
stopped in December 1988.

Rehabilitation Programme

Relief food distribution is
a first and essential step in
times of emergency. but it
is not a lasting solution for
the problem. EOC - DICAD
has been mainly involved in
relief programme initially,
but the idea of rehabilita-
ting those beneficiaries who

‘were under emergency, en_
visaged soon. 50 DICAD
Jaunched rehabilitative/pro-

grammes and Wobera dis-
trict which is in Harrarghe
diocese had run an'effec-
tive work by distributing 2000
oxen, 2283 ‘quintals of se-
lected seeds of various kind
and 16,000 farming tools to
4947 beneficiaries, thus upgr-
ading them to the level of
self-relience as a result of
the satisfactory field they har-
vested in 1988. This rehabili-
tation programme is still go-
ing on with more concentrat-
ion given to water develop-
ment in 1989. Protection and
development of 15 springs
and construction of water
wells that number up to 10
is on process. Moreover, 200
plough oxen are bought for
distrubution to some of the
peasants that have no oxan
at all up to now, SO that '
they could sustain themselves
as immediately asis possible.
Furthermore, rehabilitation
programme is also going on
in Woldia-Northern Wello di-
ocese starting Wwith the purc-
hase of plough oxen and
selection of the poorest of

the poor peasants. Thus 200
plough oxen, farming tools
and various ' selected seeds
were distributed to peasants
at the beginning of the rainy
season, so that they become
selfr-cliant immediately.
Similar rehabilitative pro-
grammes are operating in
Northern Shoa dioces andWel-
aitainNorthern Omo diodcese,
employees being recruited.

The purchase of plough
oxen is going on and the
distribution of farm tools
and selected sceds to the
peasants of the rehabilita-
tive areasis already accom-
plished. EOC - DICD is
also performing spirituai re-
habilitation by helping certa-
in christian communities to
construct churches in sites

like Gambe lla in Illubabour
diocese and Metekel in Goj-
am diocese. :
Though DICAD has per-
formed various tasks and
is gaining success in the end-
cavours exerted much of the
credit of this achievement
should go to our ecumenical
partners for their unreserved
generousity to our church.
EOC-DICAD

REFUGEES’ DAY OBSERVED AT EOC PATRIARCHATE

During the last week of
June 1989 when “Refugees
Week™ was observed, a large
public gathering was held
here at EOC Patriarchate
1989 to commemmorate the
refugee day.

His Holiness Abune Me-
rkorios Patriarch of Ethiopia
opened the ceremony Wwith
prayers and shortly addressed
the gathering. In His speech,
the Patriarch noticed that the
other bitter life which can be
faced by human beings is
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the life passedas refugeein
a foreign country, where chi-
Idren separated from their
parents and parents from
their chlidren.

The Patriarch fur-
ther explained that Ethiopia
is known, from the ancient
time, for its long-lived history
of warm entertainment for
any guest (foreigner) appear-
ed in the country. For this
reason, the Patriarch said,
the country receives, with
brotherly love, those who

L]

go in exile due to social
injustice prevailing in their
respective countries.

Finally,the Holy Patriarch
expressed His prayerful wis-
hes for the refugees that they
one day may be able to re-
turn to their own mother-
lands as a result of improved
conditions. Until then, the
Patriarch assured the refu-
gees, that the church’s unres-
erved support will continue
further.
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Archbishop Gerima delivering speech to the Assembly.

ew, Refugee's Senior Councillor making statement on the

During the occasion, His
Grace Dr. Abuna Garima,
Archbishop of EOC in the
Sudan and Acting Chief Sec-
retary of DICAD-EOC, has
made the following speech.

Your Holiness Abune Me-
rkorios, '
Patriarch of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church

Your Graces,
Representative of O.A.U.
Representative of the United
Nations High Commiss-
joner -for Refugees Re-
gional Liaison Office for
Africa.

Representative of the Min-
istry of :Interior,
Administrators of  Addis
Ababa Cathedrals and mon-
asteries

Refugee Brothers and Sisters

In the past consecutive
years we have gathered dur-
ing the same period and at
this very same location
to observe this day by dis-
cussing the situation of Afri-
can Refugees and the causes
and solutions of the problem.
Other Organizations observ-
ed this day ten days ago
and have expressed their pos-
itions on and opinions about
the problem.

It is clear that in the
history of mankind there
have bsen refugees in
different countries and at
different times. A -refugee
due to the denial of Free-
dom. of conscience, a refu-
gee due to political con-
ditions, a refugee due to
war, a refugee due to famine,
a refugee due to calamity.
We sce the same problem
but  different reasons.

In our time due to diverse
reasons we see an increasing
number of refugees. This is
very pronounced especially
in the Third World. This has
been the focus of many com-
ments at various interna -
tional forums.

In the world there are
about 10 million refugees
of which 5 million are Afri-
can refugee brothers and sis-
ters. This has its own
reason. The policy of apar-
theid and other similar situa-
tions are the causes behind
the large number of refugees
in Africa.

Ethiopia has a longstan-
ding tradition of welcoming
strangers and refugees. Our
Church prays regularly for
the sick, for the living and
for the dead, for those langu-
ishing under brutal regimes
and for those disaffected and
have been forced to flee.
Your Holiness,

It is not difficult to im-
agine the state of mental
unrest which can occur when
one is forced to leave one’s
own country and surroun-
ding in search of refugee in
another country and surro-
unding. The problem of re-
fugees is thus not only the
provision of subsistence and
shelter but it encompasses
the wider problem of having
a peace of mind and of be-
ing able to live with mutual
respect and harmony with
the host society.

The Refugee Counselling
Service of Our Church at
present assists over 700 re-
fugee brothers and sisters
coming primarily from vari-
ous African Countries with

subistence allowance, me-
dical care and education,
This- programme: is carried
out in cooperation with the
World Council bf Chur-
ches, the All Africa Con-
ference of Churches and with
the United Nations High Co-
mmissioner for Refugees.
A new school from grade
1 - 6 for refugee children
has been constructed at It-
ang, Gambella. It was com-
pleted in 1987. There are
at present 1,700 refugee chil-
dren who attend the school. .

Your Holiness

At present at the interna-
tional level there is a general
trend towards peace and to
the relaxation . of tension.
State leaders speak about
this on many occasions.
They are making important
decisions _to bring peace in
our world. The church prays
regularly for peace.

A lasting solution to
refugees can be found when
there is peace in their res-
pective countries and when
their rights to live in peace
are guaranteed. This is a
thing which should happen.

Our Church has acquired
useful experience in the past
years in refugee services. As
long as the problem exists,
our church would like to

continue this programme on -

a sustained basis.. Thus our
Church plans in the coming
years to participate and make
bigger contribution in this
direction. It is ouf hope that
in this endeavour w¢ can
continue to count upon.the
collaboration and assistance -
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of all the international chr-
istian humanitarian organiza-
tions which have been with
us up to now.

Your Holiness,

Whatevér has been achiev-
ed in the field of our refugee
services was possible due to
the assistance and coopera-
tion of the World Council
of Churches, the All Africa
Conference of churches, the
United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees and
our different state institu -
tions. On this occassion we
would like to extend our
thanks on behalf of Our
Church to all these human-
jtarian organizations.

May the Almighty God
Bless Our Work.

Archbishop Garima

EOC/ DICAD

This address was followed
by a speach of the represen-
tative of the EOC's Head
Office .

vour Holiness Abuna Mer-
korios Patriarch of Ethiopia
Iminences

Invited guests

Representatives of the rcf-
ugee community,

Tt is my great pleasure and
honour to say a few words
which help profoundly cons-
ider the refugee problem on
the occasion of this Refugee
day.

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church has maintained a long
stand concern in relation to
the refugee problem so for
as history is concerned. As
known,the world is form-
ed well today as an instrume-
nt at the service of the people
in need.

Consequently churches,
governments, humanitarian
organizations and the peo
ples of the world in general
are manifesting their deep
concern for the wellbeing
of all humankind as a
whole by sharing their na-
tional and spiritual resou-
rces and by facilitating such
sharing, so as to promote
social justice, human develo-
pment and service to refu-
gee and other uprooted peo-

ple.

Wide ranging and masive
responsibilities have been im-
possed upon numerous cou-
ntries to which thousands of
refugee are OVer flowing

Ethiopia has been one of
these countries since there
is a growing refugee move-
ment in Africa. When this
burden is put upon the shou-
\der of the people and the
govrnment of the country,
then, the church of Ethiopia
could not remain indifferent
this work of service.

. On sharing this respons-
ibility, a great deal of:effort
is being invested in chu-

_rch in responding to the

pressing needs for material
and spiritual assistance in or-
der to make the required
contribution towards the
services which should be
provided for the refugees.

The church is fulfilling
this task through national
and international aid, having
been an international forwar-
ding agent.

It is on this ground that
EOC has committed herself
to commemmorate this
refugee day with deep conc-
ern for the refugee prob-
lem and with prayerful wis-
hes for their safe return.

On this occasion, EOC
expresses her solidarity with
all those who struggle against
injustice and oppression whi-
ch is the rootcause of the
refugee movement and social
ministry which is to bepro-
vided for the refugee in
ourland.

Thank you.

MELAKE TABOR
Teshome Zerihun

The Ethiopian Orthodox
Church has a Refugec Co-
unselling Office co-sponsored
by WCC and UN-HCR. Cur-
rently, the Church is assisting
more than 700 refugees.

THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX SCHOOL
IN THE HISTORY OF THE PAST

The educational system in
Ethiopia hias been profound-
ly moulded by the past.

_ Traditional education de-
rives its distinctive character
from the unique christian

itage of the country. Eth-
jopia is after all, the only
African country to have pre-
served Christianity as its re-
ligion for -over millennium
and a haif.

Moreover, having its own
written language and litera-
ture it developed from early
days a tradition of ecclesi-
astical scholarship. The long
monastic tradition dates back
to the fifth century and the
significant role of monas-
ticism in the diffusion of

" Christian learning during the

medieval period has been
described in an earlier Chap-
ter. In the. Christian high-
lands of Ethiopia, the Church
constituted the main guar-
dian of traditional culture
and provided the only scho-
ols in the land for many
centuries. Not oaly did it
preserve its ancient tradi -
tion with tanacity and con-
vey it to future genera-
tions but it also secured re-
markable continuity that has
lasted to, the present day.
For the authority of tradi-
tion in present day Ethiopia
remains-compelling and for-
ceful..

The Church School system

.has been the instrument that

has preserved the additional
learning of Ethiopia and con-
veyed it faithfully to succeed-

ing generations. The priests
and Church scholars who
are the bearsrs and pro-
pagators of traditional lear-
ning have themselves been
formed in the Church school
system that we propose to
examine in some detail for
in spite of the inevitable
changes taking place in Eth-
jopia with the steady ex-
pansion of modern secular
education in the present cen-
tury, Church schools still play
an active part on the Eth-
iopian educational sence.

The school system, which
is one of the oldest in Chris-
tendom, originated in the
Aksumite Kingdom with the
introduction of Christianity
about the 4th century. In
the course of the centuries
the school system has grown
and changed in many ways.
With the expansion of the
kingdom and christianity to
the south and south-west
Church and monasteries were
founded, which became for
centurics important centres
of learning.

In their present form the
church schools evolved dur-
ing the golden age of the
church from 13th to the 16th
centuries when the literature
of the church had reached
its peak.

After the great wars par-
ticularly after the 17th cen-
tury, cultural activities de-
clined.

From that time to the
present the - church schools
have urdergere little cLange.

The schools have in this
period confined their educa-
tional activity to glorifying
the products of past centuries
and conveying these to the
coming generation.

We shall not discuss here
the historical deve'opment,
but rather the educational
activities of the schools as
we know them today in the
country.

The Church school system
has the follwing divisions:

1) Nebab Bet, 2) Qidasse

Bet, and higher schools,
namely a) Zema Bet,
b) Qene Bet, and ¢)

metshaf Bet, which
again have different
subdivisions.

1) The Nebab Bet .

The Nebab Bet, the read-
ing school or the House of
reading is the first stage of
the traditional schools, were
primary instruction is given.
We find the Nebab Bet in
practically all churches and
monasteries, in a number of
villages and in the com-
pounds of well-to-do land-
lords.

It is a one-teacher schools,
with instruction given by pri-
est or a layman with Church
education. It is difficult to
estimate the number of
Nebab Bet in. the: country
or to evaluate the school
population involved.

This does not include the
pupiles receiving instruction
in the village schools and in
private compounds. Norma-
11y children start school betw-
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een theages of Sand 7, when
they are traditionally con-
sidered ready to learn. The-
orctically, both boys and
girls and members of all
ethnic groups and classes are
cligible to enrole in Chruch
schools. )

However, in rural districts,
parents generally discourage
the education of girls, since
their function is to be house-
wives and for this role no
formal education is felt to
be necessary. Non-Christian
families are- reluctant to send
their Children to a Nebab
Bet because it is closely in-
tegrated with the: Church.
Therefore,the Nebab Bet and
the church schools as a whole
cannot be considered to serve
the entire population, but
only members of the ortho-
dox Christian Church. The
prime function of the Nebab
Bet is to teach Children to
read religious books, pra-
ctically all of which are in
Geez. .

Instruction in the Nebab
Bet consists almost exclu-
sively of reading. Children
master the 231 letters of the
Geez syllat ary, and are drilled
in the art of good reading.
Traditionally writing is not
taught in all schools, since
this was not Needed in
cverday life, unlike
reading which is necessary
for daily prayers and par-
ticipating in the church service
in urban centres and road-si
de towns the Nebab Bet hasa
new function today. Itserves
as a preparation for modern
schools. The modern schools
often accept more readily
in their primary grades those
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children who can already read
and write. This limitation
of the enrolment is mainly
due to the large number
of schools, so parents, es-
pecially those who do not
need the-labour of their chil-
dren, are obliged to send
their children to the Nebab
Bet as a first step to enrol-
ment in a modern gavern-
ment schools.

The instruction in the
Nebab Bet is given in three
different stages:

a) - Fidel (Alphabet) in-

struction

b) Drill in the reading of

various religious texts
¢) Reading of the psalms
of David

a) Fidel instruction

The first subject of study
for the child is the set of
Geez letters, known as the
fidel. In earlier times the
letters were written on a
roll of parchment, which the
pupil carried with him. When
he was studying a particular
part of the fidel the student
unrolled the parchment and
fixed the two ends of the
roll on a wooden stick with
a piece of cloth or string.
Today children use aprint-
ed table of letters, which is
glued on to a single sheet
of cardboard.

The Child who isled by his
teacher-or 2 monitor, touches
with astraw each letter from
left to right of the table and
nanies the letter in a loud
voice. He repeats this for
months: Usually the child
learns the whole set of letters
in.sequence by heart, so that
in reality he may not be

able to distinguish ong letter
from the other. As § next
step to help him di guish
individual letters, he is led
to pronounce each letter rea-

.ding from right to left and

then from top to bottom.
This process is known as
Qutir, ie, learning by coun-
ting each letter. The large
number of characters (33 in
7 orders) with the differences
and irregularities of the re-
lated sets are not easily grasp-
ed by the beginner. To help
the child distinguish the dif-
ferent characteristics of the
alphabet another table has
been prepared. On such tab-
les the number of the letter
and the forms in the seven
orders remain the same, but
the place of the characters
is changed or mixed up, s0
that the child cannot depend
only on his memory and
the sequence in which he
has memorized the chara-
cters. Today the standardized
table "Abugida,, is much
used, however, so that the
pupil may learn even this
by heart and only comes
to distinguish the individual
characters well after much
practice. When the pupil kn-
ows the letters to some €x-
tent, he starts to practice rea-
dinga text. Generally, the
first Epistle of St. John is
used for the purpose. The
child uses four methods to
practice reading this text
known as «fidele Hawaria»
or the first Epistle of St
John. First he pronounces
every letter the word poin-
ting at each letter with a
straw (Qutir method).

He repeats this pronounci-
ation exercise on the same
text several times. When he
is able to distinguish the
letters he passes to the next
drill known as Geez, ie.

. the beginning of reading.Here

the student attempts to put
the letters together in a chan-
ting form and read them as
a word.

The same process is re-
peated for several days or
even months. When the teac-
her feels that his pupil has
mastered this stage, he leads
him to “Wurdnebab.” Now
the child practises reading
words, again chanting, but
different from the Geez. The
pupil learns to take much
care over words that must
be read together the acc-
ents, the pa 1ses and the soft
or hard pronunciations of
the syllables. This step is
important, so the pupil
spends more time on it. The
final stage known as "qum-
nebab’ is simple, if the above
stages are well mastered.

ere, the child practises
reading at a very lively pace,
but without mistakes.

The four steps are repe-
atedly drilled on the same
text, fidzle hawatia. The ex-
ercise of reading can be quite
difficult for the beginner, par-
ticularly because the next is
in Geez, a language no lon-

_ ger spoken and therefore

far from the experience of

* the child. With this stage

the pupil is introduced to the
art of reading Geez, and his
fidel lessons are therefore
completed. He can then
practise reading different re-
ligious texts.

READING LESSONS
FROM RELIGIOUS
BOOKS. '

The number and the kind of
books the student has to read
at this stage is not standardiz-
ed. All depends on the availa-
bility of books. Traditionally,
teachers in different areas
select any t:xt for reading.
The following texts areknown
to have been used in diffe-
rent areas:

Gabata Hawaria, i.e. s2lect-
ed Epistles of St. paul, St. Ja-
mes, and St. Peter; the
Gasp:ls. Usually the Gospel
of John is used as a text
for exercise: Arganon: Pra-
ises of St. Mary; Tamara
Mariam: the miracles and
wonders of St. mary: paulos:
the Epistles of st. paul: Tam-
ara lyesus: the miracles of
Jesus: the Acts of the Apo-
stles, etc. pupils need not
undarstand the texts of these
books, but they have to be
able to read them well, since
these are the books read in
the church service, where
young boys serve as readers,
deacons, and lateron as
prizsts. The methods of prac-
tising the rcading are those
described under the fidele
Hawaria, namely, Qutir Geez,
Wurdnebab and  Nebab.
When the pupil is able to
read a text, he starts a new
lesson known in amharic as
yemata Timhirt, i.e. an even-
ing lesson, or yequal Tim-
hirt, i.e. memorization. Every
evening he has to memorize
the daily prayers. In the even-
ing the pupils come to the
house of the teacher, which

is also at the same. time the
school itself. All stand around
the teacher while the lesson
is given.

The teacher of ap advanc-
ed student recites to the pupil
sentence by sentence or verse
by verse the standard prayer
the child has to memorize.
The pupil then repeats the
sentence till he knows it well.
This exercise is repeated for
months or even a couple of
years, until the boy knows
the main prayers by heart.
In some cases the Ethiopic
catechetical book, the Aem-
ade mestir (Columnae mis-
terii), particularly mistere-
sellassic (on the trinity), is
taught in Amharic. All other
texts are in Geez. Since the
pupils do not understand the
texts, the memorization
drills are very exacting in
energy and time.When the
teacher is cnvinced from his
daily observation that his
pupil has mastered the re-
ading exercises, he lets him
start to learn the reading of
the psalms.

The pupil now learns to
read the psalms, the most
important d:votional book
of Ethiopian Christians. The
method he uses is the chan-
ting form and the Wurdnebab
reading process. After re-
peating. the entire book
of psalms several times using
even over a year, using qum-
Nebab, reading method. If
the student has already read
different books as discribed
above the study of the psalms
is ‘mot too difficut. In some
cases student are made to
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memorize the text of the
psalms. This is particularly
important for those students
who plan to continue on to
higher learning, since pas-
sages from the psalms are
used frequently in the hymns
and poems of the church.
Gradually the pupil masters
the art of good reading. The
teacher normally does not set
a formal examination to judge
the work of the pupil.

However, he follows the
progress of his student daily,
so no special tests are needed.
When he is convinced that
the pupil has reached the
level of knoweledge tradi-
tionally required at this stage
of learning, he indicats that
the time has come when he
may leave the Nebab Bet.
This is considered one of
the most important events
in the life of the pupil. It
is also an occasion of joy
for the family, and the parents
usually organize a feast to
mark the event. A reader
of the psalms enjoys certain
privilege asone of elite in
this village. He may be called
up on to read and write
letters. At certain cere-
monies he may recite,
prayers, if no priest avai-
lable. The girls from trad-
itionl families who have at-
tended the school usually,

marry before or shortly after-

they complete the lessons in
the house of reading.

3 ety Pyt

2) QIDASSE - BET, THE
TRAINING OF THE ALTAR
PRIEST

Some of the pupiles
who complete the Nebab
Bet join Qidasse school,
one of the schools of the
liturgy. A teacher specializ-
ed in gidasse or the massis
to be found in practically all
the main churches. A teacher
specialized in this branch of
thz liturgy teaches the Gebra
Diquna and Gebra Qissina,
i.e. the functions of a deacon
and of a priest in the liturgy.
Children of the clergy, who
use church lands, usually
enter such schoolsino rder
to become deacons or pricsts
in a church. The office of
a priest is particularly at-
tractive to tenants or land-
less peasants, because a priest
in his area enjoy privileges.
The function of an altar
priest is limited to carrying
out the rituals of the mass
and the sacraments. For
this purpose scanty training
suffices. A Qidasse teacher
normally teaches only the
hymns which a deacon or a
priest has to use in the
liturgy of the church.

The rest, including teach-
ing the traditions and service
of the church, is learned
through daily experience in
the parish itself. Usuaily a
candidate fcr this training is

attached to a priest or monk
to whom he gives certain

services, accom ing him
on visits to families/festivals
and ceremonies in and out-
side the parish. Through ob-
servationor day-today pra-
ctice and instruction by his
priest-master, the boy learns
the  church activities and
functions of adeacon and of
a priest. The activities of the
priest, therefore, are limited
to the rituals, which donot
usually demand the unders-
tanding of the scriptures,thus
relatively further education is
expected from young man
to be ordained an altar priest.

3/THE HIGHER SCHOOLS
OF THE CHURCH.

We have seen that the
Qidasse Bet training mai-
nly the altar priests, who
are also known as the sem-
onegna (those who serve
weekly). These are the only
members of the clergy who
are allowed tocelebrate the
mass and administer the sac-
raments. However, before
and after the mass there
are reading of the scriptures,
ritual dances, and long hy-
mns and poems. To be able
to carry out this further ser-
vice one has to attend a
higher school of the church,
which should be considered
an extension of Nebab and
Qidasse Bet.
Continues

Source of history; Panoroma of histery
and Spiritual Life of EOC.

Fev. Iyassu Gabre

Last year, during March
1989, a delegation of 13
church men and Womien who
came from London Confere-
nce of the United Church
of Canada had laid a foun-
dation of bilateral exchange
of visit. The delegation, being
hosted by EOC-DICAD, had
visited a number of EOC
Development _activities, in-
cluding some monasteries and
clergy Training Centers etc
here in Ethiopia.

One of the Canadian
group members, namely, Mr.
Donaled Langford, con-
ference consultant for Mis-
sion, said in his letter sent
to His Holiness Abune Me-
rkorios, patriarch of the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church.
“This experience clearly de-
monstrated to the United
Church of Canada guests that
the Canadian church has
much to learn from the
rich traditions of the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church.”

Concerning the continuty
of this exchange of visit
initiated by the London con-
ference of the united Church
of Canada, a bileteral dis-
cussion was held with mem-
bers of the DICAD staff.
The positive result of the
discussion led the united
Church of Canada to sense
that a visit to Ethiopian Or
thodox Church could not only
help canadians to better unde-
rstand the life and work of
the Ethiopian Church,but also
assist the Ethiopian Orthodox

EOC Delegates In Canada
(An Exchange -of Visit)

Church as it explores its role
in today's Ethiopia.

- Then, duriagthe conclu-
ding of discussions, between
the two groups, a verbal in-
vitation was extended to the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
for a return visit by EOC
representative to take place
at the time of the London
Conferences annual meeting
in May,1989. The Canadian
group proposed approxima-
tely a two weeks visit beginni-
ng onor about May 23 and
extending around June 6th.

- His Holiness, Patriarch
of EOC confirmed the in-
vitation, and selected seven
Church men who represent
several departments of EOC
Patriarchate General Head
Office, and sent them to
Canada with directives to
greet the united church of
Canada and all members of
EQOC community in Canada.

- When the EOC delega-
tion of seven men arrived
in Toronto Airport, it was
welcomed by Mr. Donald
Langford and a group of
Ethiopian community led by
Archpriest Missale Ingda,
who is in charge of the Eth-
iopian Orthodox Church in
Toronto. On the same day
at evening, we were taken to
London, subprovincial city in

southern Ontario, where the -

EOC delegation was welcom-
ed by Mr. Marion Suthn,
and another group of Ethiop-

ian community there follwed

by high tea party discussions
and introducing names and
professions.

On the following day, it
was decided that the mem-
bers of EOC delegation would
be hosted by six individual
families in different places,
The visit was scheduled to
be carried out individually
with the host families and
sometimes together by grou-
ping system to cover some
metropolitan and other par-
ish church facilities, educa-
tional institutes (Universities),
big farm crops and lives-
tocks, gigantic hospitals, (as
Viteria Hospital), libraries,
Sunday schools, mass me-
dias, Bible socicties, YMCA
facilities, Orphanage schools
boarding centre for refugees
old men and women includ-
ing some misfortunes, cattle
breeding and poultry and
raising areas, bank ofCanadian
crops,a big training centre
for both clergy and lay
persons etc .

- Since Canada is one of the
increasingly advanced indust-
rial countries in the entire wo-
rld, this visit has great me-
mory in all aspects.

- Moreover, it is interes-

. ting to understand that most
" of the Canadian people are

very peaceful, polite and frien-
dly. They are proud of their
ancestral christian traditions
and christian fellowship.

- The EOC dclegation is
not ashamed of giving its









